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Weather talk is usually our first port 
of call when it comes to opening 

conversations. The past summer was 
no exception, as media grimly reported 
the rising mercury in some parts of the 
United Kingdom. Putting aside the 
debates and discussions surrounding 
climate change, we do well to remember 
that as our world increasingly distances 
itself from the true and living God, it 
will naturally try to occupy itself with 
something else. Where there is no fear 
of God, there is no wisdom. Society 
today testifies to this across our globe, 
as nation after nation seeks to replace 
the Bible with its own authority and 
live apart from the Lord. The result 
is miserable, to say the least. Paul 
describes such misery in Romans 3:16-
18, ‘Destruction and misery are in their 
ways: and the way of peace have they 
not known: There is no fear of God 
before their eyes’.

Christians today must grasp this. While 
it is essential the church stands against 
the constant and rising tide of sin, yet 
she must never forget that ultimately 
the battle is spiritual, and the prescribed 
remedy is the Gospel of Christ. As 
we step out from our summer break, 
survey the winter ahead, and wonder 
what will befall us in the coming day, it 
could be easy to become overwhelmed. 
What can we do in a world where the 
fear of God is rarely to be seen? We 
must continue to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

Retreating is not an option. Remaining 
stationary is not the call, but pressing 
forward and prayerfully advancing the 
Kingdom of God is. We do this, come 
rain or shine. 

V Editor 
editor@fpvision.org

Subscriptions
FP Vision is available from your 
local Free Presbyterian Church, 
or by contacting Ian Campbell:
Tel:    028 417 62645
Mob:  07709 429271 
E: subscribe@fpvision.org 

Presbytery Publications Committee
Dr R Johnstone (Convenor), Rev P Baker (Editor) 
Mr I Campbell (Business Manager),  
Rev D Creane, Rev L Curran (Associate Editor), 
Rev M Lecky (Secretary), Rev C Mercer,  
Rev T Nelson, Rev G Wilson (Associate Editor)
Design and Print by Pepper Collective. T: 07729 526366 

 From the day this vision was created in him by God 
until the day he died, he had to face intense opposition 
and many hindrances. Such was the power of his calling 
that these difficulties only seemed to fuel and intensify 
his efforts to produce an English Bible. 
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Little is mentioned about Elim 
in the Bible, apart from the fact 
that it is a geographical marker. 

Along with Marah, Elim is located in 
the Wilderness of Shur. It was roughly 
a fifty mile trek from the Red Sea. For 
the discerning reader, it is clear to see 
that this place of refreshing represented 
a vital lesson for all of God’s people. 
Here was a place of shelter from the 
heat of the day and a place to find ease 
after the bitter waters of Marah.

Israel’s enjoyment at Elim complemented 
the lessons at Marah. Marah (which 

beautiful picture of how Christ and His 
redeeming work is that which sweetens 
all of our bitter waters in life! In light 
of all of this, Moses then set before 
the people the importance of faith and 
obedience. Marah’s lesson was crucial.

Now, Elim followed this occasion, and 
it complemented Marah. Since one 
was appointed as a means of testing 
and instruction, then it followed that 
the other was the reward of obedience. 
This is an illustration of the blessing 
which flows when we look to Christ in 
faith amid all our hardships.

We can also say that Elim comprises 
part of our pilgrimage as the children 
of God. Here in Exodus 15 and also 
in Numbers 33, we are given this 
fascinating detail: Elim was noted 
for twelve wells of water and seventy 
palm trees. This was not mirage, but 
an oasis in the desert. Immediately, 
this striking image of refreshing, of 
shade, and of shelter comes to mind. 
Here is everything they had longed for 
but had to wait for. What relief when 
they finally arrived at Elim! The Bible 
simply says, ‘they encamped there by 
the waters’, but do not underestimate 
how welcome this stay was. Bible 
commentators generally believe that 
Israel’s stay was around three weeks 
before moving on.

Elim was a place of shelter in the 
wilderness. God knows where you are, 
Christian, and what you are enduring. 
He knows your pathway and will 
furnish seasons of refreshing for you in 
His time. Elim also communicates the 
goodness of God to us. Considering the 
Lord chose twelve tribes and twelve 
apostles, the number itself suggests 
sufficiency. The narrative certainly 
points us to Christ, who alone is the 
water of life and our shelter from the 
storm. Christ is a greater Elim, He who 
satisfies the longing soul and covers 
our defenceless head. 

V Rev Patrick Baker,
Grace Free Presbyterian Church, 
Newtownards.

Devotional

 And they came to Elim, where were twelve 
wells of water, and threescore and ten palm 
trees: and they encamped there by the waters. 
Exodus 15:27

A Place 
of Shelter

means bitterness) was a trying 
experience. Arriving at this place 
after a long journey, the people were 
desperate for water. Imagine their grief 
when discovering that the only supply 
found was too bitter to drink! Such 
bitter waters possibly now reflected 
how their hearts were feeling. Listen 
to them as they complain against 
Moses with their collective murmurs. 
However, Marah was not a mistake. 
God had led them there. Moses was 
instructed to cut a tree down, cast it 
into the waters, and so those bitter 
waters were made sweet. What a 
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John Wesley had been converted and 
had been preaching the Gospel for 
some time, when one day someone 

approached him and asked, ‘Are you 
sure, Mr. Wesley, of your salvation?’ 
He responded, ‘Well…the Bible states 
that CHRIST died for the world.’ The 
man replied, ’Yes, I believe that, but are 
you sure that you are saved?’ Wesley 
replied that he was confident that he 
indeed was a Christian. Undeterred, 
the man proceeded, ‘But are you really 
sure?’ John Wesley later described this 
as a dagger to his heart that led to him 
questioning his own salvation for weeks.

Many other giants of the faith have 
been subjected to times of doubting 
their own salvation or suffering from 
a lack of assurance. Reformation giant 
Hugh Latimer once wrote to Bishop 
Ridley that whenever he was assured 
of salvation, he felt as bold as a lion; 
but prior to that he suffered from 
such strong bouts of doubting his own 
salvation that he was fearful and even 
felt, at times, it disqualified him from the 
ministry. The late Dr Cairns was once 
quoted as saying, during preaching, ‘I 
doubt the man that never doubts.’

Salvation is the foundation of all other 
Christian experiences. In 1 Corinthians 
3:11, Paul reminded the Corinthians, 
‘For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.’ Salvation therefore is the first 
experience one must have to be called 
a Christian. Whatever the individual 
enjoys, does, and receives from God 
is all channelled through the river of 
salvation. Many, however, have faced 
seasons like Wesley, Latimer, and 
others where they have not been able 
to enjoy their Christian life, because 
they have lacked assurance of salvation. 
Many struggle with the flesh and sin, 
rising and falling, and therefore are 
unable to overcome the hurdle of 
lacking assurance.
 
Gaining  Assurance
1 John deals with the issue of assurance. 
The word ‘know’ is found over 40 times 
in this short epistle; and in chapter 5:13, 
John details the reason for writing this 
epistle: ‘These things have I written 
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unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life.’ At the time 
of writing, John was ministering in 
Ephesus.  The churches within that 
ancient city had been infiltrated by 
the heresy of Docetism, and this had 
the effect of causing many believers to 
question or doubt their own salvation. 
The apostle John addressed them, 
assuming the role of a spiritual father 
and calling the believers ‘my little 
children’ (1 John 2:1) to assure them 
that they would know they had eternal 
life. 

In chapter 5, especially in the lead up 
to making the declaration that they 
would know they had eternal life, 
John shows these younger believers 
various ways in which they could be 
fully persuaded and have confidence 
of their own personal salvation. In 
the opening five verses, he highlights 
their changed walk as one of the main 
means. 

Continually Believing 
He commences by exclaiming in verse 
1 that, ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ is born of God.’ By using 
the continuous tense, i.e. in telling 
them to continually believe in Jesus as 
the Messiah, he was highlighting that 
if they had sincerely believed and were 
constantly believing on Christ, then 
this was an indication that they were 
true believers. Someone has likened 
assurance of salvation to possessing 
a title deed to a property. A man 
who does not have a title deed to a 
property cannot make a sure claim to 
the property. However, the evidence 
of the ownership of a property is not 
grounded in how the owner feels, but 
the simple fact he has the title deeds 
written and sealed with the seal of 
authority. A living, vibrant, dynamic 
faith in the objective claims of the 
gospel, namely the death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ 
as Messiah, is the seal of assurance 
that someone is born of God. 

Loving The Brethren
This would further evidence itself 
not only in a love for Him, but a 

love for ‘him also that is begotten of 
him’, as John states in verse 1. John 
proceeds to build on this argument 
in the next verse by stating, ‘by this 
we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments.’ John’s logic is simple. 
Assurance is found in the fact that you 
love the one who has saved you, and 
subsequently that is transmitted into a 
love for others who have had the same 
experience and enjoy the same love 
for Christ. John had already detailed 
that a love for fellow believers was a 
proof of salvation, when stating in 
1 John 3:14, ‘We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren. He that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death.’

Keeping God’s Commands
As well as loving the brethren, seeking 
to live out the general commandments 
and precepts of Scripture would 
provide assurance to the seeker 
of confirmation. In verse 3, John 
writes, ‘this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous.’ John 
is making it clear to these immature 
believers that if they professed to love 
Christ, they would love the Scriptures 
and seek to obey the Scriptures that 
speak of Christ and told them how to 
live for Christ. The commandments 
were not to be viewed as a ‘grievous’ 
or burdensome way of life. 

God’s Witness Within
In verses 9 and 10 of the same 
chapter, John then refers to the 
witness of God within these believers 
as another means of assurance. 
He logically affirms in verse 9 that 
‘the witness of GOD is greater.’ He 
then proceeds to detail in the next 
verse the essence of this witness of 
God, ‘He that believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witness in himself.’ 
John is saying that these saints had 
the witness of God in the person of 
the Holy Spirit bearing witness of 
Christ within them. This teaching 
was something that the Apostles had 
already explained in other contexts 
throughout the New Testament. Paul 
spoke of the assurance the witness 
of the Spirit of God gives to the 
believer, when writing in Romans 
8:16, ‘the Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God.’ The Apostle Paul 
also reminded bewitched believers in 
Galatia that, ‘because they are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father’ (Galatians 4:6). 

Living In The Light Of Our 
Freedom In Christ
Whenever Abraham Lincoln set 
about abolishing slavery in the United 
States, he found something peculiar 
to individuals who had known nothing 
but a life of slavery. He discovered 
that many slaves struggled to adapt 
to normal life as free men. They 
struggled to break free from their 
old habits, way of life, and mindset. If 
the believer is to know assurance of 
salvation, then it will only be as they 
live in light of their changed position 
as free men and women in Christ 
that will they know a greater level of 
joy in sins forgiven. In this chapter, 
John uses the growing and developing 
walk of a believer as viewed in loving 
Christ, His people, and His Word as 
the main means of having one’s faith 
substantiated. 

V Rev Julian Patterson, 
Ballymagerney Free Presbyterian 
Church.

 
The evidence of 
the ownership of 
a property is not 
grounded in how 
the owner feels, 

but the simple fact 
he has the title 

deeds written and 
sealed with the 

seal of authority. 
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Covenanting 
Girls

Unsung Saints

Those who have ‘taken the boat to Scotland’ and 
headed south through Dumfries and Galloway 
will have seen the sign for Wigtown. The whole 

region was once a hotbed of Covenanting Presbyterian 
worship. In a previous generation, it had enjoyed the 
ministry of Samuel Rutherford of ‘Sands of time’ fame; 
and during the Killing Times, under the wicked King 
James II, famous preachers included John Livingstone 
who preached at the Kirk of Shotts revival.

Wigtown forces itself into the pages of history because it 
was there that two Scottish ladies (‘the two Margarets’) 
were condemned on account of their evangelical faith 
in 1685. Four females had earlier been before the court. 
Margaret McLachlan aged 70 and Margaret Wilson, 
aged 18, were condemned to be drowned in the Solway 
Firth. Another Margaret (Maxwell) aged 20 escaped 
with being flogged publicly through Wigtown for three 
days, with an hour each day to be spent in the public 
stocks. The life of the fourth, Agnes Wilson aged 13 
(sister of the martyr), was only secured by the payment 
of a massive £100 ransom by her distressed father.

The older Margaret was tied further out to sea with 
the vain hope that her death would frighten the 
younger one into submission. It signally failed to 
do so. With the curses of her murderers, the older 
woman kept the faith and entered into glory. As the 
tide was mercilessly coming in, the younger Margaret 
was asked what she thought now of the suffering 
of the older woman. Tied to the stake with the tide 
getting ever closer, she replied, ‘Think! I see Christ 
wrestling there. Think that we are sufferers? No; it is 
Christ in us, for He sends none a warfare at their own 
charges.’ She sang the metric version of Psalm 25:7-9 
before she was drowned.

Their story is well known, and I have had the privilege 
of visiting the sacred site. However, I wish in the latter 
part of this article to draw attention to a story that 
comes from the same era. I recently heard Dr Martyn 
Lloyd Jones refer to it in one of his sermons.

As seen by the opening story of the Wigtown martyrs, 
it was a criminal offence in Scotland to attend 
covenanting meetings. The congregations had to 
meet in lonely glens with lookouts posted to warn of 
the approach of the dreaded dragoons. One young 
sister in Christ, whose name remains unknown, was 
carefully making her way to a Communion feast when 
she was suddenly surrounded by a few government 
soldiers. They demanded that she tell them of her 
business being in such an area of Covenanting activity. 
Without blinking, she simply told them that her Elder 
Brother had died and that she was going to the reading 
of His last will and testament. The use of capitalisation 
here will immediately reveal that Christ was her Elder 
Brother, for He is the firstborn among many brethren 
(Romans 8:29). His ‘last will and testament’ include 
those great words, ‘This is my body which is broken 
for you…’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) and ‘This is my blood 
of the new testament which is shed for many.’ (Mark 
14:24). However, with all the wisdom of the serpent 
and harmlessness of the dove (Matthew 10:16), it 
worked! She told no lie. They let her go, and not 
only did she enjoy her Elder Brother’s appointed 
Communion Feast, but she also left us another 
example of the great spirituality in the young people 
of those harrowing days.  

V Mr Colin Maxwell,
Home Missionary. 
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Church Life 

Singing
unto the 
Lord
Visiting a certain church, a friend 

recently remarked, ‘There is life 
[there] – you can tell by the singing!’  
That comment displayed good 
understanding of what congregational 
singing is about.  Music is all about 
feelings, and the dead have none!  
The spiritually alive not only possess 
Biblical truth, but also strong feelings 
about it.  They love the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost who redeemed them, 
loathe their sin, long for holiness, and 
look excitedly for the glory to come. 
Well composed Christian music taps 
into this and amplifies these feelings.  

While music is a complicated subject, 
yet we know that certain melodies, 
chords, rhythms, even scales, produce 
the same emotions in virtually 
everyone.  As composer Leonard 
Bernstein said, ‘[Music] must indeed 
be a universal language.’ In hymn-
singing, when these musical tools are 
combined with lyrics of Bible truth, 
the effect is to amplify how we feel 
about those truths.  We experience the 
words more strongly than when simply 
reading them.  Who will doubt that the 
melody, harmony and rhythm of ‘Mine 
Eyes Have Seen the Glory’ does not 
transport us onto the battleground of 
the holy war believers are engaged in?   

This uniting and ‘supercharging’ of 
people’s feelings makes congregational 
singing so important.  When we stand 
for the opening hymn, everyone (male, 
female, old, young, rich, poor, happy, 
sad, well, ill) are united in thinking 
about the same precious truths, and 
the music produces greater emotions 
linked to those truths.  Their thoughts 

and emotions are lifted above the trials 
and tedium of life, into the realm of 
truth, faith, and ultimately the glory of 
God.  What a preparation for receiving 
the preached Word!  

Understanding this, the Scripture 
commands us not only to sing collectively 
in worship, but also to be enthusiastic 
(Psalm 98:4) and focused (Psalm 111:1) 
about it.   Free Presbyterians have a 
long history of stirring congregational 
singing, born from true spiritual life, 
and we should endeavour to preserve 
and promote this.  

It is vital that leaders actually lead 
the singing and possess the skills 
to do that.  Not only is it important 
to prayerfully seek direction in the 
Psalm/hymn choices that will unite 
the congregation around the sermon 
truths, but practically speaking, they 
must clearly present the melody, and 
set the tempo so that the congregation 
are neither struggling to keep up, nor 
having to breathe between each word!

Musicians must select volumes 
which stimulate participation, above 
background music level, yet knowing 
that too great a level inhibits hearing 
and therefore singing.  Where possible 
they should ensure the keys chosen suit 
the average voice, taking into account 
such things as morning time vocal 
range lowering.  They should find the 

sweet spot, whereby enhancing the 
basic hymnbook arrangements without 
confusing the congregation.    

Individually, in singing you ‘get out 
what you put in’; therefore, all should 
‘sing up’, regardless of self-perceived 
ability.  In addition to it being a direct 
command of God, much has been 
documented as to the mental health 
benefits of collective singing.  So, even 
if you don’t think you are a gifted 
vocalist, sing unto the Lord!  

Music being about truth AND feelings, 
each person should actively consider the 
truths they are singing about, especially 
in older hymns where the lyrics may 
require more time to digest, but which 
still possess great blessings for our 
hearts.  Conversely, older congregants 
should try not to miss the blessed truths 
in the unfamiliar lyrics and phrasings 
of modern hymns.  Whatever you do, 
don’t sing in ‘auto-pilot’ – think!  

Finally, the greatest benefit to singer 
and congregation is when the Lord 
‘tune[s] our hearts to sing [His] praise.’  
A heart prepared for worship by time 
spent with the Lord will already be 
flowing with truth-born emotion, 
emotion which will only be enriched by 
joining together in song.  

V Rev Marcus Lecky,
Cookstown Free Presbyterian Church.



8

Sunday 
School 
Excellence

News

Ballygowan FPC

  Right: Pictured alongside Rev Alan Smylie is Reuben 
Patton who received the Sunday School shield for 
achieving first place in the Sunday School Exam.  

Randalstown FPC

  Above: Katie Ross correctly answered all 107 
questions in the Shorter Catechism. She is pictured here 
alongside her Sunday School teacher, Mrs Vi Dawson, 
and her minister, Rev Gary Goodes.

  Above: Presented with their certificates are Joshua 
McIntyre, Ava Ross and Zoe McBride. They answered the 
entire Child’s Catechism and are pictured with Rev G Goodes 
and their Sunday School teacher, Mr Kyle Ross. 

  Left: Holly Callender, Harry McCammon 
and Joshua McMullan are pictured 
alongside their minster, Rev Andrew 
Patterson, after receiving certificates for 
reciting the entire Child’s Catechism.

Markethill FPC
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News

London 2012 Outreach 
Team Reunites for 
Food and Fellowship

To mark ten years since the Youth Council outreach 
to London at the time of the 2012 Olympics, a dinner 
and time of fellowship was organized. This was held 
in Lisburn Free Presbyterian Church (kindly granted) 
and was attended by many of the outreach team who 
were there at the time. 

A New Chapter 
in Ministry For 
Rev Stephen McCrea 
and Family

Carrickfergus bid farewell to Rev S McCrea and family at a service 
held on Sunday 26th June. Mr J Connor paid tribute to the outgoing 
minister and his family, wished them well, and thanked them for 
their faithful work. Rev John Woods preached a timely message, 
while Mrs Maggie Galbraith presented Mrs McCrea with a gift.

Rev S McCrea was then installed as minister of Ballynahinch 
Free Presbyterian Church on Friday 8th July 2022 in Lisburn Free 
Presbyterian Church (kindly granted). 

 Below: 
Mr J Conor, Elder, presenting Rev McCrea with a gift.

 Below: (L to R) Revs J Greer, M Lecky, C Mercer, F Greenfield, S McCrea, 
W McCrea, T Omerod, G Goodes, J Woods.
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By the time you read this article, you should be ‘back to 
school’. September always brings a mixture of excitement 
and concern for boys and girls.  Younger children going 
into P1 will be starting school for the very first time.  
Others will simply be moving up into new classrooms 
with new teachers.  Many older children, however, will 
be leaving their old primary schools as they begin ‘big’ 
school.  God’s Word provides you with a good example 
to copy whenever you are faced with similar changing 
situations in life.         
 
In the book of Daniel, you will read of four friends - 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego - who had been 
attending school in the royal court at Jerusalem.  Their 
schooling came to a standstill whenever Nebuchadnezzar 
invaded Israel.  This Babylonian king had big plans, part 
of which included taking away the brightest of the 
young students and retraining them so that Babylon 
would become a world leader in technology and 

scientific advancement.    

Daniel and his three fellow students were numbered 
amongst those that were taken away to Babylon.  
Suddenly he was confronted with many changes in his life.  
As well as his new school, new teachers and new pupils, 
poor Daniel was completely unfamiliar with the language, 
culture and the behaviour of the people in this faraway 
land.  These changes meant that Daniel had to face some 
difficult challenges and deal with them accordingly.  He 
was urged to fit in with the ungodly crowd around him and 
to do as they did by eating and drinking at the king’s table. 
Being away from home and not having his parents there to 
guide him, Daniel could have very easily turned his back 
on God. God, however, gave Daniel the grace and the 
strength to make the right choices. The Bible says that 
this young man, in spite of all the pressure, ‘purposed in 
his heart’ not to defile himself and sin against God.   

I hope, boys and girls, that whenever changes and 
challenges come your way, even as you move classes 
or schools, that you will shine bright for the Lord and 
depend on God’s guidance to make choices that 
will bring honour unto Him.     

10

Prizes!
Are you 12 or under? 
Send your answer, name, 
address and church to: 
Rev Garth Wilson 
e: answer@fpvision.org

Compiled by 
Robert McConnell 

‘...them that 
honour me I will 
honour, and they 
that despise me 
shall be lightly 
esteemed...’ 
 I Samuel 2:30

Young people are mentioned throughout the Bible. As you do this word-search (which 
contains many of their names), eight letters will be left over.  These remaining letters 
spell out the name of a young man who fell asleep in church. (Read Acts 20)

Changes, 
Challenges 
and Choices

Word
search

 Cain
 Lot
 David
 Miriam
 Samuel
 Manasseh
 Jacob

 Rebekah
 Esther
 Timothy
 Joseph
 Abel
 Isaac
 Esau
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My Favourite
Youth Focus

Compiled by 
Rev Garth Wilson
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Hymn

I suspect that many of us have a number of hymns which 
we would readily identify as ‘favourites’. I can think of 
at least a dozen, including ‘Jehovah Tsidkenu’ - that 

great autobiographical piece by Robert Murray McCheyne.  
Its words were greatly impressed upon my own heart as I 
came under conviction of sin and was finally brought to 
saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, as I 
have pondered this little article, one hymn has come again 
and again to my mind.  Often cited as ‘the finest missionary 
hymn of the twentieth century’, I just couldn’t get away from 
the words of ‘So Send I You’ penned by Edith Margaret 
Clarkson (1915-2008) and set forth below:

So send I you to labour unrewarded,
To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought, unknown,
To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing:
So send I you, to toil for Me alone.

So send I you, to leave your life’s ambition,
To die to dear desire, self-will resign,
To labour long, and love where men revile you:
So send I you, to lose your life in Mine.

So send I you, to take to souls in bondage,
The Word of Truth that sets the captive free,
To break the bonds of sins, to loose death’s fetters:
So send I you, to bring the lost to Me.

So send I you, My strength to know in weakness,
My joy in grief, My perfect peace in pain,
To prove My power, My grace, My promised presence:
So send I you, eternal fruit to gain.

So send I you, to bear My cross with patience,
And then one day with joy to lay it down,
To hear My voice:  Well done, My faithful servant,
Come, share My throne, My kingdom and My crown!  

This version of the hymn combines 
elements of two poems by Clarkson 

based on the words, ‘So send I you’ in 
John Chapter 20 verse 21.  The earlier 

composition ‘told only of the sorrows and 
privations of the missionary call and none of 

its triumphs’.  Deciding that this was somewhat 
one-sided, Clarkson later wrote a second piece in 

the same rhythm to ‘set forth the glory and hope of the 
missionary calling’.  She believed that this was the more 
Biblical piece!  Clarkson had experienced both aspects of 
missionary life as a young teacher serving God in a remote 
part of northern Ontario.  While she wrote retrospectively, 
initially the words were more prospective for me.

As a young Christian, I had already been called of God to 
‘consecrate my service this day unto the Lord’ in the cause 
of Christian Education (1 Chronicles 29:5).  Now I sensed 
that He was leading me further afield, ‘to the land that He 
would show me’ (Genesis 12:1), to reach those ‘other sheep 
which were not of this fold’ (John 10:16).

As I considered this possibility, I began to think of the 
personal cost and probable difficulties which I might face.  
I found them so eloquently stated in this hymn which was 
being sung in many meetings at that time.  The more I sang 
it, the more it stirred my soul to see not just what I must give 
up or endure, but also all that I might enjoy and experience 
in exercising that great privilege of taking the Gospel to 
others. Above all, it was used of God to burn those words, 
‘So Send I You’, into my heart, and to show me that He was 
sending me to labour for Him and bring glory to Him.

While the hymn has remained one of my favourites, looking 
back, I confess that I have known relatively few of the 
hardships but many of the blessings that Clarkson wrote 
about.  How often the words of verse four have been my 
testimony!  The Lord has given me His strength, His joy and 
His perfect peace in every situation! His power, His grace 
and His promised presence have carried me through!
I pray that this hymn will be a challenge to you too, and that 
by God’s grace, we will all labour for the ‘Well done’ of our 
Lord and King!   

V Miss Noreen McAfee, 
Missionary to Uganda.

 The Lord has given me 
His strength, His joy and 

His perfect peace in every 
situation! 



12

‘Back to school’: these are three 
words that young people 
either love or loathe. The 

desire to be reunited with friends and 
the excitement of resuming extra-
curricular activities is countered by 
thoughts of endless coursework and 
the prospect of exams. Of course, 
education doesn’t cease after school. 
Those of us who are glad to have 
finished formal education still testify 
that ‘every day is a school day’.  For 
Christians of all ages, perpetual study 
of the Scriptures is a command. Each 
day we need to be instructed through 
the Word of God.  In Isaiah 28, we 
learn that the people of God were 
given over to drunkenness, and the 
priests and prophets were no better!  
Isaiah faced opposition as he sought 
to bring God’s Word simply and 
clearly (v9). Just like the instruction 
of children, ‘precept must be upon 
precept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little’ (v10). The priests 
and prophets were offended that Isaiah 
spoke to them as children. Naturally, 
arrogant rejection of the Word of God 
brings consequences. As we consider 
the dismissal of Isaiah’s simple 

Youth Focus

presentation of the Word of God, we 
could ask the question, ‘what qualities 
are necessary if we are going to be 
effective Bible students?’

Patience
It is not uncommon for Christians to 
grow frustrated with their lack of Bible 
knowledge. Time is spent daily in the 
Scriptures, effort is made to commit 
portions to memory, use is made of 
commentaries and Bible dictionaries, 
and yet we feel our knowledge of 
God’s Word is so limited.  In Isaiah 
28:13 we learn that ‘…the word of the 
LORD was unto them precept upon 
precept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little….’ The servant of 
God was instructing the people in the 
same way we instruct a child.  Progress 
ought to be slow but steady. A child 
commencing school is not immediately 
taught long division! Simple addition 
and subtraction are the foundation, 
then perhaps simple multiplication 
and division follow, after several years, 
much more challenging arithmetic is 
attempted. A foundation is laid, and, 
over time, further building blocks are 
added. The same pattern is evident in 

Isaiah 28 as the servant of God seeks 
to teach the Word of God. In the 
New Testament, reference is made to 
the fact that new believers as ‘babes’ 
consumed the ‘milk’ of God’s Word, but 
as they matured, they were expected to 
digest the ‘strong meat’, or the more 
challenging doctrines of Scripture. 
Young person, do not be disheartened 
over your lack of knowledge when it 
comes to the Scripture. Rather, keep 
building upon that knowledge. Little 
by little, keep studying and learning the 
Bible. Patience is essential. Moreover, 
our searching the Scripture should not 
be a purely academic exercise. Rather, 
we approach the Bible with a desire 
for a fresh glimpse of our Saviour. The 
Christian walk is a lifetime of being 
led, moulded, and sanctified by the 
Scriptures. Indeed, even those who 
have taught the Scriptures for many 
years freely admit they have much to 
learn themselves.

Humility
The presence of individuals in a 
classroom or lecture theatre does not 
necessarily suggest that they recognise 
the need to be instructed. Many will 
frequent places of education without 

Back  
  To 
School
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years of education. Each year, we 
delve deeper into various subjects. 
Gaining extensive knowledge takes 
time. Isaiah sought to continually add 
precept upon precept, and gradually 
then the people were to increase in 
their understanding of the Word of 
God.  Just as the young adult leaving 
school has been building upon the 
foundations of his earliest days of 
education, so we are to be continually 
building up our understanding of the 
Scriptures. We must have endurance. 
We must resolve to continue to 
spend time in the Word of God, and 
we must set aside time daily to read 
and pray over what we are reading. 
The LORD directs us through His 
Word. When there are difficult 
decisions, the LORD will guide us 
through His Spirit and the Scriptures. 
Therefore, we must be constant in 
the Scriptures in every season of life. 
Sadly, many Christians, young and 
old, lack discipline when it comes to 
the Word of God. Perhaps they read 
the Scriptures haphazardly, skipping 
from one favourite passage to another.  
Some only read their Bibles ‘from time 
to time’; others grow discouraged and 
perhaps give up altogether! But what 
we learn from Isaiah 28 is that when 
we come to the study of Scripture, 
we are to be building upon what we 
have already learned. Therefore, it is 
absolutely vital that we are spending 
time in the Word of God every day. We 

must determine to continue reading 
our Bibles, even when we are tired or 
don’t feel like it. We must persist. The 
Psalmist reminds us that the Word of 
God ‘is a lamp unto [our] feet, and a 
light unto [our] path’.

In considering this theme of being 
instructed by the Scriptures just 
as children are taught, our hearts 
are drawn to consider the words of 
Galatians 3:24. Here we are reminded 
that ‘the law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith.’ We could apply 
these words to ourselves. The Law of 
God, contained in the Word of God, 
highlights that we are a fallen race. 
We consistently break God’s law, we 
are unrighteous, and we are justly 
condemned. The law, then, convicts 
us of our sin, and thus we recognize 
our need of the Redeemer. Our hearts 
are prepared to accept the Gospel 
and to embrace Christ as Lord and 
Saviour.  Commenting on this verse, 
Martin Luther wrote ‘…everyone that 
believeth in Him is righteous, and the 
law shall never accuse him.’ Can you 
testify to this? Have you recognised 
that the law of God exposes you as 
a vile sinner and reveals your need 
of a Saviour? Have you sought Jesus 
Christ? 

V Rev Stephen Nelson, 
Rasharkin Free Presbyterian Church 

a teachable spirit. The law requires 
it, so they are at school; but a fresh 
academic year is of little benefit to 
those who have no desire to learn. 
Naturally, we all have differing 
abilities and gifts; but if we are going 
to benefit from instruction, we must 
recognise that it is necessary. We must 
submit to the guidance that a tutor 
gives. In short, we take the place of the 
student, which is a humble position. A 
‘know-all’ makes for a poor student. In 
Isaiah 28, the instruction in God’s Law 
was not welcomed. Indeed, the sinful 
leaders of Israel mocked the way that 
it was delivered. For them, the precept 
upon precept, line upon line was much 
too simplistic and childish; and yet, for 
all their criticism, they failed to heed 
the instruction.  When we come to 
the Word of God, we must come with 
humility. We are as children waiting 
to be taught. We need the heart of 
the Psalmist who requested, ‘Teach 
me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in thy 
truth.’ We open the Scriptures with 
the petition of young Samuel on our 
lips, ‘Speak; for thy servant heareth.’ 
We recognise our lack of wisdom 
and knowledge, and we come seeking 
instruction, guidance, and wisdom 
from He who is omniscient. 

Endurance
In the UK, there is an obligation to 
remain in school until the age of 16. 
Generally, that means at least 12 

Youth 
Council 
Events 

Outreach
24th Sept, 4.30pm
Windsor Park
for the International 
Northern Ireland match

View further details of 
each event as they are 
posted, in due course, on 
our Facebook page and 
website. Alternatively, 
speak to your local YF 
leader or delegate. 

Informal 
Bible Study
24th Sept, 7.30pm
Martyrs FPC

Autumn
Evenings 
of Prayer
14th Oct, 8pm
Belfast and North Down: 
Martyrs FPC 

The West: 
Kilskeery FPC 

Finalised details for other 
areas can be found online

Delegates 
Meeting
21th Nov, 8pm
Randalstown FPC

Fun and 
Fellowship 
Night
1st Oct, 8pm
Meadowbank Sports Arena

fpcyouth.orgStay up to Date at
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F ive young people attended the Youth Council 
outreach to Convoy which took place on the 4th-10th 

July. We began each morning with a devotional from 
Rev. Jonathan Creane before heading off to take a 
Holiday Bible Club in the community playgroup in 
Convoy. It was an answer to prayer to see between 21 
and 28 children attending each day, many of whom had 
no association with the church.

The children enjoyed the Bible Club, and we were all 
encouraged by how well they listened and paid attention 
during the meetings. We took it in turns to teach the 
Bible lesson, memory verse and lead. It is our prayer that 
the seeds planted during this week would bring forth 
much fruit and that many of these children will put their 
faith and trust in Christ. After lunch, we undertook 
outreach in Convoy and the surrounding towns. This 
started with an open air during which we had the 
opportunity to testify, and the men had the opportunity 
to preach. We then distributed tracts in the town 
where we had the open air. Over the week we covered 
five towns, giving out over 2000 tracts in total. It was 
encouraging to see some people listening and even 
commenting to us about what they had heard during the 
open air. We also had the opportunity to take part in 
the church’s prayer meeting and Lord’s Day services by 
either testifying, giving a report or preaching. I would 
encourage any young believer who wants to serve the 
Lord to consider going on a Youth Council outreach. 
We had great times of fellowship, and I felt the Lord’s 
help and presence as I served Him in ways I hadn’t done 
before. It was a great week of outreach and a blessing 
and encouragement to my walk with the Lord.   

V Alice Boden 

Youth Focus

Convoy Outreach

The Gospel proclaimed, saints edified, the lost found and 
God glorified. This was the Tavistock outreach and we 

thank God for the prayers of God’s people as we went forth 
to do the work of the Lord.

In the early hours of Monday 25th July our team of 13, led 
by Rev. Paul Hanna, set off to Tavistock. Awaiting us 
was Rev Stephen Miller with plenty for us to do. Each 

day started in the Word with a devotion and prayer. 
This was followed by outreach around local doors 
in Gunnislake and surrounding areas where we 
invited all to a 3-day Holiday Bible Club and Gospel 

Mission. The Lord had appointed some wonderful 
conversations. One of the young people in the team, 
Emily, had an involved conversation with a Jehovah 

Witness who later continued the conversation online. 
Please pray for this lady. 

The Lord blessed the Bible club as 22 children, along with 
their parents, came to hear the good news taught each day. 
The team were edified as we fellowshipped with the people 
at the church, hearing stories about the work over tea and 
food, praying together, and above all worshipping our lovely 
Saviour. During the Gospel mission, God was pleased to 
reach down and save a precious soul. We rejoiced to see 
the change in this lady’s life including the joy and hunger 
she showed for His word. Please pray for her and that her 
household may also come to the Saviour. 

Pray for the children reached, the commencement of a 
children’s work, the people spoken on the doors and those 
who heard the Gospel during the mission and open airs. 
Pray also for the church that the work of God will advance in 
souls being save. We give thanks unto the Lord for a week of 
outreach which was abundant in mercy and blessing. 

‘Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul…’ Psalm 25:1.  

V Dwayne Marshall 

Tavistock Outreach
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Our minds and thoughts are a very interesting topic 
of research, something which has come more to 
the fore since Covid-19 made an appearance in our 

world. Due to the many changes we have all experienced 
in the past few years, such as imposed isolation, loneliness, 
grief, worry and loss, anxiety has become a major difficulty 
for quite a lot of people, young and old. Anxiety is one of 
those diagnoses that can be exacerbated by our thoughts. 
Have you found yourself with more time on 
your hands and therefore with more time to 
think? Do you dwell on things more now than 
you used to? Thinking too much isn’t always 
healthy, especially if you bottle up your worries.
 
Having thoughts daily is something, as human 
beings, we all do. In the past, it was believed 
that humans could have around 70,000 
thoughts a day but, more recently and more 
realistically, scientists now believe that we 
could have around 6,000 thoughts every day! 
This is still a huge number of thoughts to be 
tumbling around in our heads, but thankfully, 
we don’t even notice many of these thoughts; 
they flit in and out of our minds and don’t cause 
us too much angst. However, at times we can 
feel overwhelmed by our thoughts and can find 
it hard to let go of them, and unfortunately, 
this can often bring us down and make us feel 
discouraged.

The good news is that you can, with the Lord’s 
help and grace, align your thoughts with His 
word and His truth. In 2 Corinthians chapter 10, Paul reminds 
the Christians that they are not waging war in the flesh but 
rather their battle (and ours) is against spiritual enemies. 
This is not a battle we have to lose, for we have our Almighty 
God helping us day by day, giving us the much-needed 
grace to gain victory, even over our mind and thoughts. 2 
Corinthians 10:5 reads, ‘casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 

obedience of Christ.’ Not every thought is a fact. We need 
to challenge the thoughts we have and ask ourselves ‘What 
does God say in His infallible word about this?’ According to 
the Scriptures (Matthew 9:4; 15:19; Mark 7:21), our thoughts 
come from our heart and so our heart must be right with 
God if our thoughts are also to be right. Everything we say, 
do and think in our Christian life must be aligned with the 
truth of God’s word. Once we have challenged the thought 

and concluded that it is a fiery dart from the 
enemy raising itself against what we know to 
be true about God, we must then bring it into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ. We must 
surrender our thoughts, feelings and emotions 
to the Lord and ask Him to take control of 
them. This isn’t always easy to do, especially at 
first, but with the grace of God and a continual 
practising of this spiritual discipline, you can 
gain victory.

How do we do this? What should we do the next 
time we are having thoughts that are making 
us uncomfortable or discouraged? One answer 
can be found in Philippians 4:8. Challenge the 
thought and then change it by placing your 
mind and heart on Someone true, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous and 
praiseworthy – who else could this be other 
than our Saviour and Redeemer, the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Always turn your thoughts back 
to Him and you will not be disappointed. When 
you do this, ‘the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding shall keep your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 4:7).  

There is also one question that our dear unsaved friends 
need to think about and ponder over, as the answer to it will 
define where they will spend eternity – ‘What think ye of 
Christ?’ (Matthew 22:42).  

V Karen Murray is married to Rev Samuel Murray, 
Portavogie Free Presbyterian Church.
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What Are You 
Thinking About?

A Word to Women

 
With the Lord’s 
help and grace, 

align your 
thoughts with 
His word and 
His truth. We 

must surrender 
our thoughts, 
feelings and 

emotions to the 
Lord and ask 
Him to take 

control of them. 
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Annalong Free Presbyterian 
Church marked the 16th 
Anniversary of its Meeting 

House on the Moneydarragh Road 
with the opening of its new church hall 
extension and refurbishment of the 
back of the church building. The new 
facility is situated above the existing 
hall, and has been aptly named, ‘The 
Upper Room.’ It is comprised of a 
spacious hall which can seat 90, a new 
kitchen, store, disabled toilet, and a 
special fellowship room. It is accessed 
via a new staircase and lift. Guests and 
members of the congregation were 
welcomed to the official opening and 
dedication of the Upper Room on 
Saturday 25th June 2022 by the Minister 
of the Congregation, Rev. Ian Harris. 

The evening began with a time of fun 
and fellowship at the church’s BBQ. 
This was followed by the opening 
ceremony and dedication. Rev. John 
Armstrong, Moderator of Presbytery, 
congratulated the church and invited 
his wife, Mrs Armstrong, to cut the 
ribbon.

The screen in the Upper Room 
displayed words from 1 Corinthians 1 v 
31, ‘That according as it is written, He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.’ 
In opening the dedication service, 
Rev. Harris, reiterated the theme of 

The Upper Room
Focus on Annalong Free Presbyterian Church

God’s glory as he read from Psalm 
115: 1, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but unto thy name give glory, for 
thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake’.
The congregation then raised their 
voices in song through the opening 
praise of Psalm 100. Rev John Gray 
(Tandragee Free Presbyterian Church), 
opened in prayer, pleading that many 
would find Christ, and congratulated 
the church.

The act of dedication was then 
conducted by Rev. Armstrong, who 
sought the Lord that the congregation 
might have fellowship and enjoy 
God’s blessing 

in the new hall. The scripture on the 
opening wall plaque was taken from 
Philippians 1:5, ‘For your fellowship in 
the gospel’. Rev Armstrong outlined 
how fellowship can refer to many 
things including a sociable or practical 
contribution. He outlined his desire 
that the Upper Room would be a 
place where people can fellowship 
together in a practical sense, where 
Christ is exalted and the congregation 
will know grace and blessing.

After Rev Armstrong prayed, the 
congregation resounded 

the hymn, ‘To God Be 
the Glory.’

16
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Rev Gray then read the scriptures 
from Psalm 126 and Psalm 127:1 and 
finally a reading from Matthew 16:13-
19, highlighting the verse, ‘Upon this 
rock I will build my church’. 

Mr Silas Cousins, Clerk of Session, 
on behalf of the congregation, then 
welcomed all who were present. He 
spoke of the Upper Room as being the 
‘last piece of the jigsaw’ which began 
to take shape in 1990 when ‘the little 
church in Ulster Avenue’ was first 
opened. 32 years later, Annalong Free 
Presbyterian Church, now has a new 
church building, a manse, and new 
halls. Mr Cousins indicated that the 
cost of the three projects could be up 
to £900,000 and that the congregation 
acknowledged God for his good 
hand upon them. Mr Cousins then 
went on to outline the various stages 
of the building work, commending 
Mr Thomas Crutchley for his vision 
naming him as, ‘the driving force’ 
behind the work. Mr Cousins closed his 
thanks by delineating his prayer that 
God’s name would be honoured and 
glorified in the Upper Room and that 
many would come to know the Lord. 
He believed that the Upper Room was 
‘an investment for the future’ of the 
congregation.

Mr Thomas Crutchley, an elder in the 
church, firstly gave thanks to God and 
acknowledged that ‘Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us’. He then voiced his 
appreciation to many as he read an 
extensive list of names of those men 
and women who gave their time and 

The congregation returned thanks 
to God for the sacrificial giving by so 
many inside and outside of the church 
over the weekend. The offering was 
owned of God and has enabled the 
congregation to open the project debt 
free.

It is the earnest prayer of the Session, 
Committee and Congregation that 
every part of the Upper Room will be 
used by God in the years to come to 
further God’s kingdom in the ancient 
kingdom of Mourne. With Joseph 
Hart’s great hymn, we can say:

How good is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend!
His love is as great as His power,
And knows neither measure nor end!

‘Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We’ll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that’s to come. 

V Rev Ian Harris, 
Annalong Free Presbyterian Church.

resources to assist the project. Various 
presentations were made by Rev. 
Harris, including a copy of God’s Word 
to Mr Marcus Bingham, architect, and 
his wife. Mr Bingham brought the 
congregation’s attention to a plaque 
on the wall within the Upper Room 
which held words of scripture from 
Psalm 121:1, ‘I will lift mine eyes unto 
the hills, from whence cometh my 
help’, and acknowledged that God 
had been a help to the congregation in 
Annalong down through the years, and 
exhorted the congregation to look to 
Him for blessing in the years to come.
After Rev Ian Harris closed the 
dedication meeting in prayer, a 
‘Service of Thanksgiving’ took place 
in the main church building. Rev. 
Armstrong preached the word of God 
from Psalm 87:2 ‘The Lord loveth the 
gates of Zion’, the very same text Dr 
Paisley had given the congregation 
16 years earlier when the church 
building was opened. Mrs Joy Cousins 
ministered beautifully in song. The 
meeting was closed in prayer, followed 
by the benediction and finally the 
singing of the doxology. 

The special anniversary services 
continued over the weekend, with 
Rev. Andrew Stewart and Rev. John 
Greer ministering God’s Word on 
the Lord’s Day. It was a day of special 
encouragement to the congregation. 
At the close of the Lord’s Day, at the 
supper after the evening service, Rev 
Harris was able to announce the total 
for the special offering which had 
been taken up for the building fund. 

  L to R: Mr T Crutchley, Rev J Armstrong, Rev I Harris and Mr S Cousins.
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The Father of the English Bible

18

In 1996 a German library in Stuttgart 
commenced reclassifying its 
collection of old English books. One 

interesting New Testament contained 
a written inscription dated 1550. The 
date of printing was only established 
when contact was made with the British 
Library. Staff at Stuttgart were jubilant 
when it was confirmed their old book 
was a copy of the first complete 
printing of the New Testament in the 
English language made in Worms 
in 1526. Though nearly six thousand 

volumes were produced in that first 
print run, until 1996 only two copies 
were known to have survived and they 
both had pages missing. The Stuttgart 
copy is the only copy of this precious 
New Testament that has survived 
intact. This article is the brief story of 
the man of God behind the production 
of that New Testament. It is written 
that the reader may recapture some of 
the Protestant convictions and earnest 
zeal for the Bible that was possessed by 
that fine English man.

The Bible we must remember has one 
Divine author but a little world of 
human publishers. ‘The Lord gave the 
word: great was the company of those 
that published it’ (Psalm 68:11). Among 
the greatest in this vast army are the 
little band of Prophets and Apostles 
who penned Scripture. Then there 
is the multitude of faithful copyists, 
translators, printers, and distributors of 
God’s Word. Among all these friends 
of Holy writ, there is in the English-
speaking world one man who stands out 
as a kind of a patriarch and who became 
a noble martyr in that cause. He is the 
man mentioned above and his name was 
William Tyndale. He has been called 
‘the father of the English Bible.’

William 
Tyndale:
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Inspired By Luther
William Tyndale was born one year 
after Martin Luther in 1484. The two 
men met each other for the first time in 
Wittenberg in 1524. Though they were 
similar in age and faith, both men were 
very different. The mild and gentle 
Tyndale however greatly admired the 
valiant rugged Reformer. He counted 
Luther a father in the faith, and he was 
especially inspired by Luther’s zeal to 
get the Bible faithfully translated into 
the language of the German people. In 
some respects, producing the German 
Bible was Luther’s greatest work and 
when his New Testament was published 
in 1522 it was the first time in history 
an entire New Testament was made 
widely available and affordable to a 
nation. Tyndale carried about with him 
a copy of that German New Testament 
and it constantly inspired him in his 
longing to give an English Bible to 
English-speaking people.

Gifted From His Youth 
How God prepared Tyndale for his 
vocation is itself a remarkable story. He 
seemed as one called from his mother’s 
womb for a great mission. John Foxe, 
the famous historian of the martyrs, 
had a special interest in Tyndale. It is 
largely owing to his careful research 
that we know so much about the 
Reformer. Foxe tells us that he studied 
as a child at Oxford University and 
later went to Cambridge. Intellectually 
he was remarkably gifted, and God 
endued him with a unique aptitude for 
languages. It was said that he could 
communicate in seven languages and 
whichever he spoke he did so as if it 
was his native tongue. Included among 
these were the original languages of 
the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures. 
Not only was he fluent and accurate in 
these two languages but he also had an 
unrivalled ability to communicate the 
meaning in English. The ‘Authorised 
Version’ largely maintains the plain 
style of Tyndale and most of the 
memorable phrases of Scripture that 
we so much love can be traced to him.

Authority and Availability
It was while studying the Greek New 
Testament at University that Tyndale 
came to saving faith in Christ. Having 

experienced the power of God’s Word 
in his own life, this led to two things. 
The first relates to the authority of the 
Bible. He had an unflinching conviction 
of the Divine origin of the Bible and 
of its power to convert sinners and 
spiritually reform a people. To him, 
the Bible was the sword of the Holy 
Spirit, the voice of God speaking from 
His throne unto men. ‘The Scriptures 
sprang out of God,’ he said. 

The second thing relates to the 
availability of the Scripture. He was 
given by God a vision and a profound 
mindset that culminated in giving into 
the hands of the English-speaking 
people their Holy Bible. As one 
brought into the liberty and blessedness 
of being a child of God, he longed 
that others might find the 
same peace through 
Jesus Christ. It is 
true he witnessed 
to his fellow 
countrymen and 
preached in their 
hearing from 
the Scriptures. 
However, he felt 
that his teaching 
was so little to so 
few. The burden to 
produce a Bible that could 
go into British homes continued 
to weigh upon him. He said, ‘Christ 
desires his mysteries to be published 
abroad as widely as possible. I would 
that the Scriptures were translated into 
all languages, of all Christian people, 
and that they might be read and known.’ 

Tyndale’s Burning Heart
From the day this vision was created 
in him by God until the day he died, 
he had to face intense opposition and 
many hindrances. Such was the power 
of his calling that these difficulties only 
seemed to fuel and intensify his efforts 
to produce an English Bible. One day 
a priest said to him, ‘It is better to be 
without God’s law than the Pope’s.’ 
From his burning heart, Tyndale 
replied, ‘I defy the Pope and all his 
laws. If God spare my life ere many 
years, I will cause a boy that drives 
the plough, shall know more of the 
scripture than you do.’ He understood 

that people would never be established 
in the true Gospel except, as he said, 
‘the Scripture were plainly laid before 
their eyes in their mother tongue.’ 
He worked tirelessly and faithfully, 
translating daily the Bible from its 
original languages. With an honest 
conscience, he could say, ‘I call God to 
record against the day we shall appear 
before our Lord Jesus, that I never 
altered one syllable of God’s Word 
against my conscience, nor would do 
this day, if all that is in earth, whether 
it be honour, pleasure, or riches, might 
be given me.’

He endeavoured to advance the project 
in England but by 1523 he realised he 
could not overcome the difficulties and 

dangers and so left for the continent. 
During his time there, he 

visited reformers and 
wrote books but 

mainly continued 
his translation of 
the Bible. After 
1526, copies were 
regularly smuggled 
into England 
where they were 

denounced and 
publicly burnt. With 

God’s blessing many 
more entered the homes 

of English and Scottish people 
than were thrown into the fires. The 
Tyndale Bible was at the front of the 
cause of Christ in the thrilling story of 
the Protestant Reformation in Britain. 

His Dying Prayer
After moving about and hiding for 
years, in 1535, Tyndale was betrayed 
and handed over to the authority in 
Belgium. When tried in Brussels he 
was convicted of heresy and in October 
1536 he was publicly strangled at a 
stake and his dead body burnt to ashes. 
Even when about to die his heart was 
on the mission of the Word of God in 
Britain for his final prayer was, ‘Lord! 
Open the King of England’s eyes.’ This 
was a prayer that England would open 
to an English Bible. Bless God! It was 
a prayer that was heard. 

V Rev Gregory McCammon, 
Ebenezer FPC, Gilford.

 
He 

understood that 
people would never 
be established in the 

true Gospel except, as he 
said, ‘the Scripture were 

plainly laid before 
their eyes in their 
mother tongue.’ 
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Kenya is a land of great natural 
beauty. The idyllic beaches of the 

east coast, the safari parks affording 
close-up experiences of animals in 
their natural habitat, the impressive 
Mount Kenya rising to a height of 
17000 feet, all collaborate to provide 
many a stunning picture for glossy 
holiday magazines. The Psalmist was 
correct when he maintained that 
the firmament ‘sheweth’ the Lord’s 

‘handywork’.  However, the Free 
Presbyterian Mission Society Africa 
in Kenya is primarily concerned, not 
with the physical splendour of the 
landscape, but rather with the spiritual 
condition of the people. 

That spiritual work in Kenya has long 
been of special interest to the members 
and friends of the  Free Presbyterian 
church. So, it was a great joy for me 

to accompany Rev Ian Harris and Mr 
Alastair Hamilton to witness at first 
hand how this work is progressing. The 
itinerary for the trip was largely drawn 
up by Rev Malcolm Patterson and his 
wife Alison. I want to thank them for 
their continuing work and hospitality. 
A number of business meetings were 
held. I was delighted to constitute two 
different congregations in the new 
Bible Glory Church denomination. 
Rev Harris constituted a third. We 
also conducted a Pastors’ Conference 
in Kakamega. Pastors and church 
workers, about forty in number from 
both Kenya and Uganda, demonstrated 
a great interest in the things of God. 
As in every area of the Lord’s work 
the labourers in Kenya are few, but 
we thank God that He uses the few to 
reach out with the Gospel to the many. 

I wish to acknowledge the kindness of  
the Mission Board for their invitation 
to go to Kenya. It was a most enjoyable 
and informative experience. I would 
like also to thank Rev Harris and Mr 
Hamilton for their fellowship in the 
Gospel during our time away. 

The work in Kenya, as you would 
expect, has a number of challenges. 
However, under the Lord’s direction, 
it continues to go forward; for that we 
give Him thanks. 

V Rev J Armstrong

Kenya
Visit From Our Moderator 

Missionary Vision

On Saturday 11th June, 13 members 
of Nyaporo Glory Bible Church 

were baptized in a Swimming Pool at 
the Pennjoki Resort outside Kakamega. 
Prior to this two of our other 
congregations held Baptismal Services, 
Shimo la Tewa at the Swimming Pool at 
the Voyage Resort outside Kitale and 
Tantana held their service at a waterfall 
in the Kapenguria Region.

Baptisms and 
Beulah Christian 
Literature 
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Missionary Vision

Rev. Malcolm Patterson and Pastors 
Patrice and Andrew conducted the 
baptismal service. Pastor Patrice led 
the service. Rev Patterson preached 
from the text Acts 2:41-42. It was 
with great joy that we listened to the 
testimonies of each person before they 
were baptized. Many had been brought 
up in the Roman Catholic church and 
had passed through the rituals of that 
church. Others had attended various 
Protestant denominations but sadly 
had not heard the gospel preached. 
One man pointed out that his father 
was the pastor but still he did not hear 
the gospel. One woman testified that 
she was brought up in an Islamic family. 
Pastor Andrew put the set questions to 
candidates for baptism.

The three men then conducted the 
baptism in the pool. As the members 
passed through the waters of baptism 
the others stood by the poolside and 
sang hymns. The pool was being used 
at that time by families with children so 
it was indeed a public witness.

Some time ago, Mrs Patterson had been 
invited to speak at the Ladies’ Meeting 
in Nyaporo and Sunday 12th June was 
the date settled on. Unknown to us 
all, the baptismal service would be the 
day before. The ladies in Nyaporo are 
embarking on the course Mrs Patterson 
taught in Kitale in 2014/15 on the 
Doctrine of Salvation. The meetings 
will continue after the Patterson’s 
return from Northern Ireland on a 
Saturday with the ladies of Kakamega 
joining them. This course will help 
these ladies, so recently baptized, to 
further grasp the significance of their 

salvation and enable them to witness 
to others. Pray for all those who have 
recently made this public profession of 
faith in our Glory Bible Church newly 
constituted congregations.

The ministry of Beulah Christian 
Literature has developed over the 
seven years since the bookshop opened 
in the Holden Mall, Kakamega. Firstly 
a small upstairs unit housed the new 
bookstore with Kathy Walker solely 
in charge of the work. Later in 2016 
a larger ground floor unit became 
available and Josephine Kisia joined 
the staff. A lunchtime Bible study was 
held each Tuesday at which Kathy 
and visiting missionaries ministered. 
University students and others attended 
faithfully. In 2018 Patrice Akali was 
appointed as a pastor in FPMSA and 
he then took responsibility for the 
Bible studies. These Bible Studies led 
to the formation of Kakamega GBC. 
One of the graduates from MMUST 
who attended the church has recently 
returned to Kakamega to further his 
studies. He is assisting in the bookshop 
at present.

At the end of 2019 Beulah Christian 
Literature opened a second outlet in 
Mega Mall, Kitale, in a Kiosk where 
Mercy Cheptoo and Jared Opemi 
share responsibility for the shop. They 
have many customers who are pleased 
with the literature they stock and make 
many requests.

We rely upon donations of books from 
Northern Ireland as well as purchasing 
Bibles and Hymnbooks locally in Kenya. 
Recently we received around three and a 
half thousand books in the consignment 
sent by Mission Board. We are grateful for 
the secondhand books donated by people 
in our congregations. We were delighted 
to receive a range of new books for adults 
and children purchased by Mission Board. 
Revival Movement sent us John’s gospels 
in Swahili and Ekegusii, the language 
spoken in Kisii. This was a new venture, 
having obtained the Gospel in Ekegusii 
from the Kenya Bible Society we had 
the introductory part, ‘Seven steps to 
knowing God’ translated by a pastor 
in Kisii. The Trinitarian Bible Society 
sent us John’s Gospel in Pokot. One 
of our pastors, Emanuel Lilimo was 
involved in the revision of that Gospel, 
improving the Pokot translation.

After our annual stock take, we decided 
to rearrange the layout in the Kakamega 
store. Pray that as the new books are 
placed on the shelves that this will 
attract more customers to walk around 
the store. Pray too that others will hear 
of the bookstore and travel to it. We 
have regular customers who do travel 
some distance to obtain books, e.g. the 
Principal of Faith Bible College Eldoret.

The wife of a Baptist Pastor from Nairobi 
was visiting Kakamega on business and 
noticed the store. She came in and was 
delighted with what she saw. Pray that 
she too will tell others. 

V Rev Malcolm Patterson
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Nepal
New Developments 
            in 

The words of Proverbs 25:25 seem 
appropriate as far as the work in 

Nepal is concerned,  ‘As cold waters to 
a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far 
country.’ That far country is Nepal and 
the good news from there is refreshing 
indeed. 

In recent months, two new church 
building projects have commenced. 
One church is about 250kms west of 
Kathmandu, with about 45 people 
in attendance. The other church is 
in the mid-west of the country, and 
has about 50 people coming to the 
meetings. The people were so keen 
to erect a simple church building to 
meet in, they carried large stones from 
45 minutes walking distance away  to 
lay down for foundations and a floor 
base. This was a huge effort in hilly and 

mountainous terrain and showed great 
determination and enthusiasm from 
God’s people there. On 9th May, trial 
radio broadcasts began on their new 
station in the Kathmandu valley and the 
reports have been most encouraging.  It 
is hoped that these radio programmes 
will be fully functional in August. 
Already there are requests coming 
in almost daily for Bibles and gospel 
literature.  Many are hearing the gospel 
for the first time are taking up the offer 
of free copies of God’s word. 

The meetings are back to normal after the 
upheaval due to Covid-19. The Sunday 
school and youth meetings have resumed, 
and it is planned that the Bible college will 
recommence in September, with the youth 
conference at the end of October. Please 
continue to pray for all of these efforts, 
and that the Lord’s name will be glorified 
in the needy land of Nepal. Thank you 
for all of your continued financial and 
prayerful support.  

V Rev Jonathan Creane 

Home Calling of  Rev Noel Kelly

The Mission Board was greatly 
saddened by the news, that Rev 

Noel Kelly had passed away suddenly 
in hospital in Lancaster, England, on 
12th of July from a heart attack. Rev 
Kelly, along with his wife Stella, went 
as Missionaries to Uganda in 2001 and 
together they founded the Emmanuel 
Mission Station in Nsaalu in 2004. 

The Emmanuel Christian School, 
which started with just 16 children, now 

has almost 450 children enrolled. It is a 
great challenge to us all to consider the 
circumstances in which they lived, the 
work they did and the sacrifices they 
made for the cause of the Gospel in the 
latter years of their lives.

The Emmanuel Church is now a very 
busy outreach centre. The Emmanuel 
Christian School, which started with just 
16 children, now has almost 450 children 
enrolled. In 2014 Rev Kelly approached 
the Mission Board requesting that they 
take over the work at Emmanuel with the 
official handover taking place in 2017. 
Rev Kelly came originally from outside 
Dungannon in Co Tyrone. He was 
converted while in the RAF in Germany, 
and spent some time studying at the 
Emmanuel Bible College in Birkenhead, 
England. Mrs Kelly came from the Lake 

District, and in recent years the Kelly’s 
had returned to live in Kendal.

Rev Kelly’s funeral took place in Parr 
Street Evangelical Church in Kendal on 
Friday 29th July. Miss Noreen McAfee 
along with my wife and I represented 
the Mission Board at the funeral, and I 
was privileged to bring a tribute to Rev 
Kelly in the service. Donations in lieu 
of flowers were given to the Emmanuel 
Christian School.

The Mission Board extends its deepest 
sympathy to Mrs Kelly and to Noel’s 
children, Daniel, Naomi and their 
families. Please pray that they will know 
the comfort of the Lord in coming days.  

V Rev David McMillan, 
Chairman of the Ugandan Subcommittee
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Farewell Service for The Boyds

On the 4th of June, as a congregation, 
we were able to mark with 

thanksgiving the farewell service of Rev 
Lyle Boyd and his wife Heather. After 
36 years in Spain, they are now returning 
to Northern Ireland to look after Lyle’s 
mother, but the congregation here will 
miss them very much.

It was a very emotional service, and we 
had around 70 people from different 
parts of Spain. After some tributes 
which different people brought, and a 
video of others who could not be with 
us, the Rev John Hanna preached on 
1 Samuel 7 ‘Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us’. After the preaching of  
God´s Word, we had some gifts for 
Lyle and Heather, and after the Rev 
Lyle Boyd spoke, we sang ‘Great is 

thy faithfulness’. After the meeting we 
went to the countryside to enjoy a time 
of fellowship while eating a ‘paella’. 
We praise the Lord for what He has 
done through them, ‘we have a goodly 
heritage.’ (Psalm 16:6)

Personally, it has been a great help for 
me in these last few years to spend time 
with Rev Boyd . I have learnt so much 

from him, and his words of advice and 
encouragement have been invaluable. 
I now feel as Joshua felt, when Moses 
was not there any more to guide him, 
but I know the Lord will be with us, 
as He was with the Rev Boyd and his 
family during all their years of service 
in Spain.  

V Rev Alejandro Bernabeu



September
4th - 16th

Lisburn, Gospel Tent Mission 
At the Old Burnhouse Site, Moira Road

Evangelist: Rev Roger Higginson

19th, 8pm
Dungannon, Ladies’ conference

Speaker: Mr Callum Webster, Christian Institute
Supper will be served afterwards.

October
22nd, 10am - 1pm

Annalong, Men’s Conference
Speakers: Revs Ryan McKee and John Wagner

Lunch by Top Nosh - £15 (please confirm attendance before 
10th October, phone/text 07737265495)    

16th - 31st

Portglenone, Gospel Mission
Evangelists: Revs Thomas Martin and Roger Higginson    

16th - 21st

Grace FPC, Newtownards, 
Bible Teaching Week

Speaker: Rev John Greer  

Markethill FPC Mission
Belleek 

25th -30th September
Enagh 

2nd -7th October
Time: Sundays 3.30pm, Mon-Fri 8pm

Whitefield 
College of the Bible

Graduation and Commencement Service
Monday 12th September 2021 at 8.00pm 
Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church

Preacher: 
Rev John Armstrong (Moderator)

Everyone Welcome


