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The practice of spring cleaning goes back
many years — thousands even. Whether
or not a spring clean is the correct term
to describe the actions of the Jewish
home, it is clear that during the time of
the Passover, a thoroughly cleaned home
was a must. This dates back to Exodus
12:19 where for seven days not one speck
of leaven was to be found in the home.
This led them to avidly clean their homes
to ensure not one crumb remained.

While for the Christian, our salvation
is not earned by our scrupulousness,
yet once in Christ, there ought to be a
genuine desire for that closer walk with
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DEVOTIONAL

‘For ye are

bought
with a
price’

1 Corinthians 6:20

s the apostle Paul writes

to the church at Corinth

in this passage, he is

xhorting them to holy
living. In presenting his case before
them, Paul uses this language that is
found in verse 20, ‘For ye are bought
with a price’.

The people of Corinth understood the
meaning behind this phrase. They had
been in the market when men, women,
and children were being sold as slaves.
They observed the process: when the
money was handed over, the individual
became the property of another.

Inusing this language Paulis by no
means supporting or advocating
slavery but rather he is using
it as an illustration to remind
the believers that in
salvation there has been
a change of ownership
in their lives. They are
no longer the slaves
of Satan, the flesh,
or the world but
rather they are
the servants
of the Living

God. They are no longer in bondage
to sin, but they have been made free
in Christ. He later writes to them in
2 Corinthians 5:17, ‘“Therefore if any
man be in Christ, /e is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.’

The price that Paul speaks about is
not a reference to silver and gold. We
are mindful of how Joseph’s brethren
sold him for twenty pieces of silver
and Judas betrayed Christ for thirty
pieces of silver, but our salvation came
at a greater price. The pollution
and corruption of sin cannot be
removed by mere monetary
means.

Adam and Eve were taught
this truth in the garden. So
that their sin and their
nakedness might be
covered, blood had to
be shed. This same
truth was conveyed
to the children
of Israel as
they came

to the altar
regularly.

For sin to be atoned, the blood had to
be shed - life had to be taken.

Never was a price like this paid before.
Yes, we may speak of those who give
their lives for king and country, friends,
and family, but the Lord Jesus Christ,
the sinless Son of God, on the cross
of Calvary, gave His life for sinful
rebellious man. ‘For he hath made
him fo be sin for us, who knew no sin’
(2 Corinthians 5:21).

In the payment of this price, there is
the anguish of Gethsemane, the great
agony of the cross, and the resurrection
from the tomb. Never was such a
price ever paid; it was unrivalled and
unrepeatable. Yet it was paid that hell-
deserving sinners might be plucked as
brands from the burning. Saint of God,
by the payment of this great price, we
are not slaves but servants. We are not
bound by chains but by the unfettered
love of the One who first loved us;
‘therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s’ (1
Corinthians 6:20). ®

& Rev Raymond Robinson,
Kesh Free Presbyterian Church.
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ACCEPTING THE STRUGGLES

Look at the passage about the streets, with a comparison in
mind. In our time, in the streets of some of our big cities, the
old men might be stabbed or the children might be abducted
—not so here. The most vulnerable are safe. The intention in
the passage is to show the difference God’s presence makes
in society.

However, old age is the same in all generations.

Physical strength, such a blessing in itself, is no longer what
it was, and decrepitude sets in.

Nowadays because of this condition, the free use of the car
has gone. Faculties as a rule begin to fail — eyesight, hearing,
mental sharpness, all of these — and general confidence
usually suffer. With unsteadiness, there is the danger of
stumbling or falling. It might be better to say, there is a
proneness to stumble. This is a ‘trouble zone’.

Then, there is memory. Who would want to talk about
memory or absentmindedness? But then I have known of
some quite young people, saying a bit too often for my liking,
‘Where did I put my keys?” or ‘What did I do with my glasses?’

There can be loneliness as well. For some that is a daily
cause of heartbreak, maybe even tears. On top of all these
drastic changes, there may be ill health, perhaps even serious
problems, or for that matter, very serious prognostications
and these can bring distress.

ROOM FOR REFLECTION

Anna, Simeon, and others walked with God in their last days
as well as in their prime. It is very important to take note
of this. David cried, ‘I have been young and now am old’.
Dr Paisley wrote a book, Growing Old With Me. Longevity
is promised of God to many and blessings are to be sought
from God on that account. Psalm 91:16 reveals length of
days is a high honour, ‘[w]ith long life will I satisfy him’.
I now encourage the reader to check out the rest of the
passage (Psalm 91) to find out the wealth of what God has
in store for His beloved.

GUIDANCE AS WE GROW OLD

Allow me to offer some thoughts. I am fully persuaded that
it is increasingly necessary from day to day to commit our
way fully unto the Lord. Our lives are in His loving hands.

I do believe we should pray earnestly for a spirit of
thanksgiving. Beware of indulging in the wrong attitude.
If there is any sign of bitterness, or any unworthy thought,
seek to pray it out of your system. In everything give thanks.
Scripture abounds with injunctions about thanksgiving.
Does this suggest we do not thank the Lord enough? Can
we thank the Lord with heartfelt praise for all the days HE
gives us?

Pray for the joy of the Lord (Psalm 51:7-12). Read verse 8
particularly. Consider the two references in the verses to ‘joy’.

We would not want to be ungrateful for those best days He
has bestowed on us. Let us count our blessings — those in
the past as well as those in the present. Yes, thank HIM
abundantly for all the good days you had. We may be
surprised when we get to Heaven that many of what we
judged to be our worst days were actually our best days. We
are not the best judges, as yet, of what is truly good. The day
which the two on the Emmaus Roadway took to be their
worst day turned out, by far, to be their best day ever!

For the most part, it is not right to pray for God to take
away your life prematurely. God has set a time for our
departure from this world. I reckon He has good reason for
setting down the boundaries to our lives. His Word teaches
us clearly about that. You will not be one second late upon
your arrival in Glory!

PRESERVED FOR A PURPOSE

God preserves His people here on earth for a purpose. We
are to be a testimony to His name as well as His keeping
grace. We are living testimonies all the time even though
we may not think it. If there is a particularly bad time, read
through the Psalms carefully and prayerfully. Ask the Lord
to draw near to you as you read (see James 4:8). Keep on
doing so. We may need to spend more time with the Word
of God itself. There is an opportunity to pray for others,
especially those who are ill, or others serving the Lord at
home and abroad (Cf. Anna, Luke 2:37).

Maintain the testimony the Lord has given you. A good
friend of mine said often in her life, and repeated it in her
last few days, ill as she was, ‘I don’t want to let the Lord
down.” She wanted to honour the Lord then as much as at
any other time. She did honour Him (1 Samuel 2:30).

HEAVEN IN US

Can we pray for more of the Lord’s presence every day?
It was said of an old Puritan, ‘Heaven was in him before
he was in Heaven’! Try to avoid ‘looking in’ too much,
contemplating yourself and the severe limitations or pains
of old age.

Robert Murray M’Cheyne hit the nail on the head: ‘For
every look at self, take ten looks at Christ.” See 2 Timothy
4 and note how Paul, the aged, reports that many of his
former friends had turned away from him. He reaches the
stage at length, where he writes, ‘no man stood with me’ but
then he rallies with this precious truth, ‘Notwithstanding
the LORD STOOD [emphasis mine] with me’ (2 Timothy
4:17). It was as if the Lord was standing there all the time.
He was there by his side throughout his sufferings, both in
that wretched prison as well as in the days he stood before
the judge’s bench. When we arrive in glory, we will assuredly
and gladly exclaim, ‘My Saviour has done all things well!” m

& Dr John Douglas,
Senior Minister, Lisburn Free Presbyterian Church.



bsentee fathers have a profound
effect on children. Sociologists

eckon that education and
financial future are affected by whether
or not a father is in the home. Similarly,
Christian fathers who are ‘absent” have a
negative impact on their children and by
extension, the church and society. Being
a father is a wonderful privilege while
also being a tremendous responsibility.
Lives are being shaped by what dad
does or does not do — an impact that will
be felt for possibly eighty years or more.

Fatherhood is one link in a chain.
Ephesians (5:22-6:4) and Colossians
(3:18-21) both employ the same order
— wives, husbands, children, fathers.
Gospel family life requires all the
component parts to function. To be a
good Christian father, the man must
first be a good Christian husband. His
relationship with his children will be
affected by the primary relationship

with his wife. Lack of love for her will
impact upon the children’s obedience,
which, in turn, will impact upon the
father’s attitude towards his children.

THE NEED FOR CHRISTIAN
FATHERS

Warning against idolatry, the Lord
spoke of ‘visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate
me’ (Exodus 20:5, 34:7; Numbers 14:18;
Deuteronomy 5:9). Children tread in
their father’s footsteps, keeping up
false worship because they received it
by tradition from their fathers. A godly
example is imperative lest our children
are led into enduring paths of sin.

Examples of fathers, good and bad, are
recorded in Scripture for our learning.
Job (Job 1:5) was careful to intercede for
his family. All his days he brought them
to Christ and Christ to them. John the
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Baptist, who was to live a holy, separated
life, had a great model in his father,
Zacharias. He was ‘righteous before
God, walking in all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blameless’
(Luke 1:6). Holy at the House of God
and holy at home, the Bible was the rule
of life for everyday family life and every
day of family life. In Matthew 19:13-15
fathers brought their infants to Christ
that He would bless them. Whatever
else you want for your child, make sure
Christ’s blessing tops the list, and that
early and often, you bring them to the
Saviour. Who can pray enough for and
with their young ones? Abraham had
a reputation as a father who would
instruct his children to live according to
God’s ways (Genesis 18:19). Gain the
reputation of being a faithful instructor
of all God’s commands.

None of these men were perfect yet each
was enabled to have a positive impact by
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THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD

Our best example is the Lord Himself.
We are to be like our Father in Heaven
(Matthew 5:44-48). His fatherhood is a
better reflection of ours (Luke 11:13). His
character is merciful, gracious, patient,
and longsuffering. Above all, He is loving,
and love is the fountain of all fatherly
duty. It is love that makes tiresome labour
less arduous (Genesis 29:20). Children
can and do test the most patient. Yet
our response must resemble the way God
responds to us. After all, our behaviour
towards Him is worse than our children’s
actions towards us. God’s goodness leads
to repentance, and so our love should help
our children to turn from folly and obey.
Our Heavenly Father pities His children
(Psalm 103:13); speaks to them; listens
to them (Matthew 6:9); provides

for them; but He also corrects them
(Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:5-7). His
aim is ‘that we might be partakers of
his holiness’ (Hebrews 12:10). Love
that ignores correction and panders
to selfish whims is not love but is
harmful (Proverbs 22:15; 23:13; 29:15).
Sometimes the Lord withholds from His
children things they want. Moses wanted
to enter the Promised Land, but God
refused. Paul wanted deliverance but
God gave him something better instead.
To disobedient Israel, God stopped
speaking for a time so they would learn
to listen when He did. Christian fathers
ought to model their approach on what
we find our heavenly Father doing.

Any other aim is poor at best. Having
the wrong target will lead to wrong
courses of action. Surely the best thing
for our children is also that which will
bring the most joy — to see them walking
in God’s truth (3 John 4; Proverbs
15:20, 23:24). How many fathers spend
time teaching their children to become
successful in school, sport, or work but
not the pursuit of holiness?

EXHORTATIONS TO CHRISTIAN
FATHERS

Ephesians 6:4 gives invaluable counsel.
Do not be irritating by repeatedly
doing things that provoke anger.
No one can avoid causing some
irritation but treatment that is unjust,
inconsistent, arbitrary, foolish, cruel,
or harsh will easily cause anger. To
avoid provocation there is a temptation
to swing to the opposite extreme.
Eli’s sin was softness and careless
indifference; his children ruled and
dishonoured him; the father obeyed his
offspring. An upside-down home is full
of unhappiness, frustration, and anger.

Practical needs are not unimportant (1
Timothy 5:8). The whole person needs
taken care of — physical (food, clothing,
health, recreation, exercise), emotional,
and mental (taking responsibility for
formal education and teaching about life
in general). Children need help to make
good choices about every aspect of life
and dads are well placed to give a lead.

Fathers must teach carefully (Proverbs
1:8; 4:1) from a heart that has God’s Word
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hidden within (Deuteronomy 6:6). While
only the Holy Spirit can give a love for
the Bible, fathers can acquaint children
with God’s Word. Teach them to read it
reverently, regularly, and read it all.

Discipline does not provoke children to
anger. Having godly rules for home life
which are evenly applied, the breaking
of which incurs chastisement (even
a spanking when necessary), is the
proper opposite of provoking to anger.

Proverbs 22:6 encourages child training.
Left to themselves children will make
poor choices and stray (Proverbs 22:15).
Train means to dedicate, as Solomon
dedicated the temple (1 Kings 8:63),
set apart exclusively for God. Any other
use was profane. As spiritual trainers,
aim to produce spiritually fit children.
Train them how to order the course of
their lives, following the Lord wholly, not
turning aside to the right or left; train
them to inculcate in them a sense that
God’s ways are always right and best;
guide them to adopt the pattern of living
which best expresses God’s truth.

A hedge can be trained to grow according
to a distinct shape rather than its natural
form. A wireframe and regular trimming
will bring about such a result. So, children
need a framework for their lives, and to
be shown what are the right things to do
and encouraged to begin doing the things
we want them to be doing in their old
age. Diligent Bible reading and prayer;
leading family worship; and regular,
devoted, attendance at public worship:
all are actions that fathers need to display
and direct their children to copy.

THE EFFECT OF CHRISTIAN
FATHERS

The family tree of Jonathan Edwards
shows something of the legacy of a godly
father. Not only the vice president and
three senators but the 100 pastors. While
no one can guarantee how their family
will turn out, God has given us a general
pattern: we reap what we sow. If our sons
and daughters follow in our footsteps,
where will they be twenty years from
now? If your son grows up to be like you,
dad, what sort of a man will he be? m

[ Rev Nigel Smyth,
Merthyr Tydfil Free Presbyterian Church.



CHURCH NEWS

Children’s Prizegiving
in Tavistock

ames, Martha, and Jacob are pictured here receiving
J their prizes. On this occasion Mr Iain Adams was
the guest preacher in Tavistock Free Presbyterian
Church, England. m

A Special Milestone
in Ballynahinch

ictured alongside

Rev Stephen
McCrea is Mrs
Lennon from
Ballynahinch Free
Presbyterian Church.
She celebrated her
hundredth birthday
back in October
2023.m

Clogher Valley Marks
Faithful Service

n Sunday 24"

December
2023, Mr Neville
Mcllwrath (Clerk
of Session) received
a presentation
from Rev Peter
Mclntyre, on behalf
of Clogher Valley
Free Presbyterian
Church, to mark his
retirement as Youth
Leader after 32 years
of faithful service. m

he Week of Prayer for ministers, students, and workers

under our Mission Board is always a highlight in the
calendar - often referred to as a ‘lifeline’. This year it took
place in Armagh City Hotel from January 15%-19'. As
customary, the Moderator of Presbytery, Rev Samuel Murray,
brought the opening message on Monday. A Communion
Service was held in Armagh Free Presbyterian Church that
same night, with Deputy Moderator, Rev lan
Brown, speaking. From Tuesday to Friday, ’*t -\\
Revs Stephen Nelson, Ryan McKee, Ian —
Harris, Julian Patterson, Glenn Wilkinson, ' J
Ian Kenny, and John Greer all brought
powerful, heart-searching messages.
The times of prayer focused on all the
various aspects of our denomination,
and we thank God for His gracious
presence throughout. May the
Lord be pleased to move
again in our days. B
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CONSIDER CHRIST

Consider
Christ

The 155 Balmoral Show will take place from
Wednesday 15" May to Saturday 18" May
2024 at the Eikon Exhibition Centre, Lisburn.
No longer is this purely an agricultural event,
rather it attracts individuals of all ages from

both rural and urban backgrounds.

In Isaiah 55:11 we are reminded: ‘So shall my word be

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Therefore, as a
denomination, we plan again this year to have a gospel witness
at Balmoral Show, Northern Ireland’s largest show. We aim to
engage people and present them with the glorious message of
the Gospel while seeking to get God’s Word into the hands of
those of various ages.

Such is the scope and scale of this event; it is a wonderful
opportunity for us to reach out to people right across our
province and beyond. The reality is that we would travel
many hundreds of miles, over hill and dale, to reach those
who simply gather en masse over these number of days.

Our attendance at this show is vital, nonetheless impossible
without the prayerful and practical support of God’s people.
We trust that we are enabled by God’s grace, not only to
continue this ministry, but to further develop it in the future.

If you desire to support this work financially, please forward
any gifts to the Consider Christ Treasurer, Rev Raymond
Robinson, 71 Fortview Park, Kesh BT93 1TD. m

[ Rev Simon Anderson,
Consider Christ Committee Member

CONSIDER
CHRIST
OUTREACH 4

Dates for

Co Kildare 2024

Saturday 13 April Anyone wishing to help,
Saturday 25 May contact: Rev. James Porter
Saturday 7 September T: 975 96 145779

Saturday 2 November E: jamesporter@yahoo.co.uk

FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

International
Congress 2024

MONDAY 1- FRIDAY 5
JULY 2024, 8PM

Venue:

MARTYRS MEMORIAL
FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Speakers from home and abroad taking part
Please pray for and plan to attend
these special meetings.

Whitefield
College
of the Bible

Due to retirement the College will
soon have a vacancy for a part-time

COLLEGE
ADMINISTRATOR

Interested?
Contact the Principal, Rev Timothy Nelson,
in confidence, and without obligation,
for an Information Pack.

E: Timothy.Nelson@freepresbyterian.org

Closing Date for Job Applications: 31 March 2024




COMPILED BY
ROBERT MCCONNELL

‘Wherefore Jesus
also, that he might
sanctify the people
with his own blood,

suffered without

the gate.’

Hebrews 13:12

7 - There are only 3 letters BARNABUS ANSWER:
common to all the Bible RAHAB
QUlz names listed. Find these REBEKAH ...
3 letters and rearrange them
to spell out a word which is Are you 12 or under?

Send your answer, name, address and church to:
often found on a gate. Rev Garth Wilson e: answer@fpvision.org
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BOOK REVIEW

THE

DOCTRINE OF
REPENTANCE

BY THOMAS WATSON

he Doctrine of Repentance is
Toften misconstrued, ignored,

or developed errantly in its
understanding and presentation by
the Christian Church. This doctrine
is essential to our understanding

of salvation, sanctification, and
evangelism — we must get it right!

We can simply describe repentance as
a turning from sin, as fundamental to
our salvation. The Westminster Shorter
Catechism explains that ‘Repentance
unto life is a saving grace, whereby a
sinner, out of a true sense of his sin,
and apprehension of the mercy of God
in Christ, does, with grief and hatred
of his sin, turn from it unto God, with
full purpose of, and endeavour after,
new obedience.’

Immediately we must
contemplate that this
doctrine has much
more depth than
simply turning
from our sin at the
point of salvation. The
younger generation needs to
understand that repentance is
a lifelong practice for the believer
because we are not immune to the
temptations and snares of sin. It is
also vital for the older generation to
continually refresh themselves in the
importance and essentiality of this
doctrine for their sanctification.

The 17" Century English Puritans
placed a significant emphasis on living
godly spiritual lives to the glory of God.
Thomas Watson is one of the better-
known Puritans and one of the easiest

to read and understand. His three-
volume set, The Body of Divinity, is an
essential Christian classic. In 1668 he
published a work entitled, The Doctrine
of Repentance, in which he gives a
practical analysis of this doctrine.
This work is so vital to a study of this
doctrine that Banner of Truth has
reprinted it eight times since 1994.

In his remarks to the reader, Watson
writes, “The two great graces
essential to a saint in this life are
faith and repentance... Faith and
repentance preserve the spiritual life
as heat and radical moisture do the
natural... Repentance is never out
of season.” He closes these remarks
directing attention to this issue as a
matter of our soul’s wellbeing and
calls himself, “The well-wisher of your
soul’s happiness.’

In typical Puritan fashion, there are
practical remarks that apply the doctrine
to our hearts. Watson’s exposition

of this doctrine is certainly not dry
theology; it is warm-hearted instruction
to bring us closer to God, which should
be the aim of all theological study.

WHY SHOULD YOU READ

THIS BOOK?

To truly know and define repentance
Chapters 2-4 deal with counterfeit and
true repentance. Watson reminds us
that, “True turning from sin is such a
turn as has no return.’

We find today that repentance is often
not biblically defined, understood, and

preached, even in evangelical circles,
so there is a need for the Puritan
1 ‘ .

YOUTH FOCUS

COMPILED BY REV GARTH WILSON

The Doctrine
of Repentance

Peaitan F rariusaces

(which is, in reality, the Biblical)
understanding of repentance.

To understand the necessity of
repentance in your life

In chapter 6 Watson deals with ‘A
Serious Exhortation to Repentance’.
He sets out the absolute necessity of
repentance for all persons (Acts 17:30)
—no exceptions! The sixth point in
this section details that ‘Repentance
is necessary for God’s people. We are
encouraged to repent of vanity, a critical
spirit, and decay in our spiritual life.’

To motivate you to practically apply
the doctrine of repentance

In Chapter 7, Watson sets out

some ‘Powerful Motives to Repentance’.
He states, “‘Without repentance, nothing
will avail us...what good is knowledge
without repentance...knowledge
without repentance will be but a torch
to light men to hell.’

Preachers find Thomas Watson
extremely quotable, and believers
have been blessed by even the
briefest reading of his writings.
Approach Watson’s The Doctrine of
Repentance with prayer, an open Bible
for the Scripture proofs, a humble
heart, and a willingness to learn even
the toughest lessons about turning
from sin, and you will most certainly
find many blessings in this book. B

& Rev Andrew Fitton,
Cloverdale Free
Presbyterian

Church, Canada.



YOUTH FOCUS

PROPITIATION

here are some keywords in
the Christian vocabulary
that are so significant
and important that to fail
to understand them is to fail to
understand the message of the Bible.
One such word is ‘Propitiation’.
It is a rare word, that is not used
in conversation very often, but an
understanding of the term is essential
for our salvation. Thankfully, though
the word is unfamiliar to us, its
meaning is not.

DEFINITION OF PROPITIATION
Essentially, to propitiate means
to turn away anger or wrath by
the offering of a gift. To better
illustrate this, let us take the
example of a married man who has
done something that has upset his
wife. He may have said something
inappropriate or done something
that he should not have. On his way
back home, he will stop at a store
to purchase a gift. It could be a
bouquet, a box of chocolates,
or, if he has truly messed
up, even a piece of
jewellery. He quickly exits
the car
and

rushes through the
door. Before his
wife can say

anything, he WITH THE

presents her THE LORD JESU

;lwth the gift 'and AS THE LAMB
opes that his

gift will pacify SACRIFICEF

her anger towards

him. This concept

of offering a gift to

turn away anger is one

to which every husband can
relate.

If you want a Biblical

example of propitiation,

we could turn to Genesis

32 which tells the story of

Jacob, who, after cheating his
brother, Esau, out of his birthright
and inheritance, wants to reconcile
with him. They arrange to meet at

a specific place, but Jacob fears his
brother’s long-simmering anger.
Therefore, before meeting him, he
sends goats, sheep, donkeys, and
camels as gifts, hoping to turn away
his brother’s wrath (Genesis 33:20).
It is interesting that when the Greek
translators of the Old Testament
came to Genesis 32:20, they used
the Greek word for propitiation. He
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WRATH OF

said, ‘I will propitiate him with these
gifts I am bringing.” So, to propitiate,
whether in secular or theological
terms, means to turn away wrath by
the offering of a gift.

ATEMPORARY SOLUTION

To understand the Biblical
significance of propitiation
necessitates a journey into the Old
Testament, particularly the Book of
Leviticus. The Day of Atonement
(Leviticus 16), an annual event,



involved the High Priest sacrificing a
goat and taking its blood into the Most
Holy Place. There, he would approach
the Ark of the Covenant which had

a lid made of pure gold known as the
Mercy Seat. The High Priest would
sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on
top of it.

After the ritual had taken place, God
would look down from Heaven, not
upon the broken law contained within
the Ark of the Covenant, but upon
the sacrificial blood that provided a
covering (literally, atonement) for
the sins of the people of Israel for the
entire year.

There were, however, some limitations
with that Old Testament system. The
atonement only lasted for a year,

and the blood of an animal could
never take away human guilt for sin.
This ritual offered only a temporary
appeasement of God’s wrath,
requiring the High Priest to return
year after year and do it all over again.
There was no permanent forgiveness
for sin in the Old Testament system.
A far greater High Priest and a far
greater sacrifice would be required to
provide a permanent solution for our
sins.

CHRIST’S ULTIMATE SACRIFICE
When Abraham and Isaac were
climbing the slopes of Mt Moriah on
their way to make a sacrifice unto the
Lord, Isaac, unaware that God had
asked his father, Abraham, to sacrifice
his son, asked his father, ‘Behold the
fire and the wood: but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering?’

Abraham’s response, ‘My son, God
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt
offering’ (Genesis 22:7&8), takes us
far beyond the immediate substitute
of the ram (v13) to the provision of a
permanent solution to the problem of
our sin.

God would, quite literally, ‘provide
himself’ as a lamb for a burnt offering.
When Jesus Christ died on the cross
and shed His blood, He provided a
permanent, never-to-be-repeated
solution to the problem of sin. One

of the keywords used to describe

the effects of Christ’s death is
‘propitiation’. Jesus fully embodied
everything that was symbolised on the
Day of Atonement.

Hebrews 2:17 reads, “‘Wherefore in

all things it behoved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the
people.” Jesus was like the High Priest
who brought the blood into the Holy
Place. You could translate it, “That he
might make propitiation for the sins of
the people.’

John writes on this in 1 John 2:2, ‘And
he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.” Described as the
propitiation for sins, Jesus embodies
both the High Priest and the sacrificial
offering. He was not only the priest
sprinkling the blood; He was the blood
itself.

The death of Jesus on the cross
signifies the fulfilment of Old
Testament practices, like the Day

of Atonement. His blood, however,
unlike that of bulls and goats, holds
eternal value, providing a permanent
solution to our sin problem. With
the cross as His altar, the Lord Jesus
offered up His life as the Lamb of
God, the ultimate sacrifice for sin.
During the darkest moments of the
cross, Jesus bore the wrath of God
for our sins, offering Himself as

an unparalleled act of propitiation
(Hebrews 9:11-14). In those moments,
Jesus took on our sins and received
the righteous judgment of God. He
bore the wrath of God for us.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF
PROPITIATION

I close with four implications that
flow from this precious doctrine of
propitiation:

1. Revelation of God’s nature

The doctrine of propitiation reveals
the merciful and gracious nature

of God. It transforms what should
be a judgment seat into a throne of
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grace. Through propitiation, believers
gain assurance that God’s essential
character is one of mercy and grace?

2. Requirement of Christ’s Blood
The shedding of Christ’s literal

and physical blood on the cross is a
crucial aspect of propitiation, and
the significance of Christ’s blood

in Christian doctrine cannot be
overstated. To deny its importance

is to deny the essence of the Gospel.
Beware of a bloodless Gospel, where
the sacrifice of Christ is not preached.
‘[W]ithout shedding of blood is no
remission’ (Hebrews 9:22).

3. Removal of God’s Wrath

Through propitiation, Christ bore the
full weight of God’s wrath, ensuring
that believers can now experience the
complete blessing of God’s mercy.
When we understand this truth, it
dispels any notion that God harbours
anger toward believers. Instead,

we know that His wrath has been
definitively turned away. This is a clear
and comforting reminder that God is
a merciful and loving God who desires
to bless and care for His children.

4. Reminder of God’s requirement
For those rejecting Christ, propitiation
stands as a reminder that there is

no alternative way of salvation. The
unparalleled gift of Christ’s sacrifice
leaves no room for other ways of
salvation. Turning away from the cross
makes one realise that there is no
other name under Heaven by which
salvation can be obtained.

CONCLUSION

The doctrine of propitiation offers

a profound revelation of God’s
character, emphasising His mercy and
grace through the sacrifice of Christ. It
serves as a reminder that God’s wrath
has been appeased, and His mercy is
freely available to all who seek it. As
we contemplate these truths, let us
run to the cross, clinging to the bloody
sacrifice of Jesus, where sins are
forgiven, and mercy abounds. B

[ Rev Ralph Hall,
Kingston Free Presbyterian Church,
Tasmania.



“ ANNIVERSARY
24> OF THEW

-

I
e

hat a year! A family with
three children had fallen on
hard times. Unable to make

ends meet, they sold the land they
inherited from their ancestors to put
food on the table. When this money
ran out, they had no option but to sell
themselves into slavery so they would
have shelter and food. Sadly, no single
master could take them, and every
person was sold to a different master.
Day and night they worked on the
farms on which they were placed.

Then, one day, everything changed!
Each of the family’s ears heard the
sound of a silver trumpet being
sounded throughout the land! The

Day of Atonement had just been held
when the High Priest returned from the
Holy of Holies, and the declaration was
made to everyone in Israel - all slaves
were free; all lands were restored to the
families that sold them; and no farm
was to be worked for a whole year!
Freedom would be known, families
would be reunited, inheritance was
restored, and, for one whole year, rest
from labour would be enjoyed!

What a year!

This may seem unbelievable, but this
actually happened every fifty years

in Israel and was called the year of
Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-22). It pictured

&YOUTH COUNCIL

the time when Christ would return
and give to His people the inheritance
once forfeited in Adam, gathering all
of God’s family together and freeing
them from the curse of the fall and giving
them eternal rest in Himself. That said,
may this 50 anniversary of the Youth
Council be a year when slaves to sin are
freed unto Christ and young and old in
families enjoy their inheritance in Christ,
experiencing true rest and refreshment!

Will you pray for this with me? After
all, eternity is on its way, and then it
will be too late. m

@ Rev Paul Foster,
President of the FPC Youth Council.

YOUTH MARCH EVENINGS CASTLEWELLAN
OF PRAYER RETREAT
COUNCIL 8" + 15" March 2024 3. 6" May 2024.
D AT E S depending on area £95pp
ENCOURAGEMENT TRIP SUMMER CAMP
More details of each of these events can be Isle of Man Greenhill YMCA

found at fpcyouth.org or on Facebook and
Instagram at FPC Youth Council. Alternatively,
speak to your local YF leader or delegate.

12" - 15" April 2024
£110pp plus flights and food

5% - 9" August 2024
Ages 12-18. £185pp.

STAY UP TO DATE AT FPCYOUTH.ORG




ENCOURAGEMENT
TRIP TO LIVERPOOL

The Youth Council sent their second encouragement
trip of 2023 to Salop Chapel Free Presbyterian Church
in Liverpool. |t was a special trip for all who attended,

but for some of us it was like going home.

eaving Belfast late on
LFriday night, we arrived at

our hotel around midnight.
Understandably, this resulted in our

ordering McDonalds to try the famous
chicken nuggets!

On Saturday morning, we rose bright
and early to hold open airs in the city
centre while shoppers passed by. We
thank God there were individuals who
stopped and took the time to ask us
questions.

When the open airs concluded, we
met up with a few young people from
Salop Chapel and explored the city;
then we happened upon a Christmas
market. It was mid-November, so we
thought, “‘Why not?’ While it did not
make sense to everyone, some thought
we might as well visit the Liverpool FC
stadium, seeing we were so close.

Later that day, we all travelled

to Salop Chapel where we had a
delightful time of praise around the
piano. (I’'m convinced there is nothing
better than singing to our Father in
Heaven with other believers.) The
night ended with a testing quiz on our
knowledge of Liverpool, hymns, and
whether guys or girls could sing better.

Sunday morning saw us rise bright and
early once again (even if the sky was
bright!). Prior to the morning service
at Salop Chapel, we distributed Gospel
tracts around the doors. A tad wet from
the showers of blessing, we took the
morning service. Dr Brown preached,
and the whole group of young people
sang. It was very bittersweet for me to
meet the church family again. They
kindly provided us lunch, and we had
a chance to fellowship with them

all — faces familiar and new! To pass
the afternoon, a gentleman from the
church acted as our tour guide, and we
were shown J.C. Ryle’s grave. It took
us time to actually find it, but it was
worth it! We then travelled into the
city to see Britain’s largest cathedral,
the Liverpool Cathedral. It was a sight
to behold - so majestic! Finally, we
returned to Salop Chapel, only to find
tea and mince pies all laid out by the
ladies from the church. (PS. the mince
pies come highly recommended!)

While for some of us it was like going
home, it is safe to say Liverpool holds
a special place in everyone’s heart

as a result of the trip, and we are all
looking forward to going back some
day to see the congregation at Salop. B

& Bethany Stripp



A Word to Women

An Unlikely
Trophy of Grace

n a recent visit to the Old
() City in Dubrovnik, I enjoyed

the beautiful scenery of the
Adriatic Coast from its ancient
walls. I was also greatly impressed by
the hive of activity within the walls
themselves, where many were busy
in their little shops and houses. It
made me think of a much older city,
also fortified by great walls. Around
1400 BC, the city of Jericho was the
first city which the Israelites were to
defeat in their conquest of the land of
Canaan. The people of Jericho lived,
as those of Dubrovnik would have, in
dread of an enemy attack. Although
they felt safe and secure behind the
impregnable walls, a regular watch
would have been kept warning of any
approaching danger.

The Bible does not tell us the name
of anyone living in Jericho apart from
one woman — Rahab the harlot. Her
home was within the walls, and she
was notorious as she carried on her
illicit business. It is amazing that God
singularly identifies this one person,
but more incredible what God did for
this woman as she became a significant
part of Jewish history. Rahab, with
her sinful lifestyle and as a Canaanite
woman, was a most unlikely choice to
be saved and blessed in such a way. In
God’s merciful dealings with Rahab,
there is much to instruct and encourage
us today.

In Hebrews 11, Rahab is listed in the
hall of faith along with Sarah, the
mother of nations. We are told in verse

31, ‘By faith the harlot Rahab perished
not with them that believed not, when
she had received the spies with peace.’
All others within Jericho believed
not, and, as a result, they perished.
In Joshua 2:9-11, Rahab makes a
profession of her faith to the two spies:
‘... I know that the LORD hath given
you the land’ and that ‘...the LORD
your God, he is God in heaven above
and in earth beneath.” She believed in
God’s promises and God’s power above
all the gods of the Canaanites. By grace
are we saved through
faith, and indeed that is
what Rahab experienced.

Rahab’s faith produced
works. In the book of
James, we are told that
faith without works is
dead. James tells us of
Rahab’s good works in
protecting the spies from
the wrath of the King of
Jericho, going against her
country and people. Her
example is a challenge to
all of us today, and we do
well to examine ourselves,
measuring our own good works.

Rahab experienced great deliverance.
She was instructed that the scarlet rope
used as the means of escape for the
spies should still hang over the wall,
identifying her home. Even though her
faith was weak when she lied about the
whereabouts of the spies, she trusted
in their promise that the scarlet cord
would be the means to save her from
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The blood
of Christ
is what we

solely depend
on today for
deliverance

Jrom sin.
»

destruction. This scarlet line represents
the blood of the Lamb, which runs
throughout the Scriptures as our only
hope for deliverance from sin. The
Israelites of old were told, ...when I
see the blood, I will pass over you.” The
blood of Christ is what we solely depend
on today for deliverance from sin.

Rahab was used as God’s instrument
in the salvation of others. She made
an earnest plea for her parents and
siblings. In obedience to the command
of the spies, she brought
all her family into her
home. While all were
being destroyed around
them, Rahab and her
family were safe. Let us
continue to earnestly
plead with God for the
salvation of our families.

Rahab was blessed, in
some measure, like Mary
the mother of Jesus,
who was ‘blessed among
women’. Rahab married
Salmon, a Hebrew, and
became the great, great
grandmother of King David, entering
Jewish history and becoming part of
the lineage of Jesus Christ. What a
transformation for Rahab the harlot!
God can take any sinner, regenerate
them, and use them for His glory. As
women, let us be encouraged by what
God can do for us today. =

[# Miss Margaret Russell,
Missionary to Kenya (retired).
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€ € When we realise that the Lord has not only removed
the curse and the wrath which our sins deserved, has
given us a right to heaven, and declared us perfectly
righteous in His sight because of the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us by faith, we have the greatest cause
in all the world to shout and sing His praises! 33

BITE
SIZE
THEOLOGY

JUSTIFICATION

or church history to name a Bible

doctrine, I would be confident that
the doctrine of justification by faith
alone would be top of the list. It is a
controversial doctrine; men and women
have died for believing it. It is a crucial
doctrine since our present and future
standing before God depends on it.
Man needs to be justified because he is
not just or right in God’s sight due to his
sin. Romans 3:10 reads, ‘As it is written,
There is none righteous, no, not one’.
Job recognised the need for justification
when he asked, ‘How should man be
just with God?” (Job 9:2).

If we were to ask readers of the Bible

THE DEFINITION
OF THIS DOCTRINE
The  Shorter
justification in the following words:
‘Justification is an act of God’s free
grace, wherein He pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in
His sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by
faith alone’.

Catechism  defines

Note the two following parts to
justification: (a) the pardon of all our
sins and (b) being accepted as righteous
before God. These two parts are seen
in Ephesians 1:6-7 - ‘accepted in the

beloved’, v.6, and ‘the forgiveness of
sins’ v.7.

1. Justification is a judicial act of God.
God pardons sinners, declaring
them perfectly righteous before
Him and therefore accepted by
Him, because of what Christ has
done in His active and passive
obedience to the Law (Matthew
3:15, 1 Peter 3:1).

2. It is unmerited: ‘Being justified
freely by his grace’ (Romans 3:24).

3. The means of justification is faith:
‘Therefore being justified by faith.’
(Romans 5:1)

4. Righteousness is imputed to the
believer (Romans 4:6, 6, 11).
It gives the believer a new and
perfect standing before God and
removes all condemnation: ‘There
is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus’
(Romans 8:1).

THE DISTORTION

OF THIS DOCTRINE

1. Romanism teaches that
righteousness is infused or
imparted, particularly through
the sacraments. Rather, God’s
righteousness is not imparted, but
Christ’s righteousness is imputed
and reckoned to the believer’s
account.

2. One’s own efforts and good works,
along with Christ’s death, give us
acceptance with God. Romans
3:20&28 show this to be unscriptural
- ‘Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in
His sight ... Therefore we conclude
that a man is justified by faith

without the deeds of the law.’
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3. Justification from all eternity. The
Westminster Confession corrects
such a view: ‘God did, from all
eternity, decree to justify all the
elect . . . nevertheless they are not
justified until the Holy Spirit doth
in due time actually apply Christ
unto them.” (WCF 11:4)

4. Justification no longer requires the
believer to keep the moral law. This
error is antinomianism.

THE DEMANDS

OF THIS DOCTRINE

I will mention but one response or
demand that justification places upon
the believer. It calls for doxology or
the deepest praising of God. See Psalm
32:1: ‘Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” When
we realise that the Lord has not only
removed the curse and the wrath which
our sins deserved, has given us a right
to heaven, and declared us perfectly
righteous in His sight because of the
righteousness of Christ imputed to us
by faith, we have the greatest cause
in all the world to shout and sing His
praises! Toplady expressed it well
when he wrote,

The wrath of a sin-hating God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour’s obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from
view.

Do you, reader, know the blessedness
of being justified before God? If so,
then praise Him with all your heart! m

& Rev Wesley Irwin,
Rutherglen Free Presbyterian Church.



uppose a colleague at work was to
S askyou, ‘Doyoureallybelieve that

Jesus Christ was resurrected?” Or
your child during family worship was to
ask, “Why did Jesus have to come alive
again?’ Are you ‘always ready’ to give
an answer of the hope that you have
within? (1 Peter 3:15). I pray this article
will help you answer these questions
and help you realise the importance of
the resurrection. We will consider the
theme ‘Raised for our Justification’,
based on Romans 4:25. As we consider
this text, there are four main words
that I want to highlight: Delivered,
Offences, Raised, and Justification.

DELIVERED

This word speaks of giving someone
over into the hands of another. It
reminds us that nothing concerning the
death of Christ happened by accident or
mistake. His death was not the unfair
consequence of Him having offended
the wrong people, but instead, He was

given over by the will of God into the
hands of cruel men. The word ‘delivered’
reveals that the will of the Triune God
is central to man’s redemption. The
Father sent the Son into the world to be
our redeemer, and the Son performed
His Father’s will in perfect obedience,
even unto His death at the Cross.

Acts 2:23 tells us this was all part of
God’s predetermined plan, which was
made before the foundation of the
world (Ephesians 1). This plan was
not a desperate plan B, as if God was
attempting to correct things that had
gotten out of His control. Instead,
although cruel men thought they had
gotten their way, what they meant
for evil, God purposed for good in
delivering His Son into their hands.

OFFENCES

Although thousands were crucified
under the Roman Empire, and, to
our knowledge, at least two others on
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the same day as Christ, unlike them,
Christ’s death ‘arose out of power and
not merely out of weakness’ (William
Ames). His death was a display of
power because, as the Puritan Williams
Ames also said, it ‘was an act... and not
a mere matter of enduring because He
met and endured it purposely.” John
10:11 tells us, ‘T am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life
for his sheep’ and 10:18, ‘No man takes
it from me, but I lay it down myself.’

Christ willingly and voluntarily died
in the place of His people. Jesus bore
our sins in His own body on the tree (1
Peter 2:24), and so His death was in our
place on our behalf. Our guilt became
His guilt, the offence caused by our sin
became his offence, and he was treated
as guilty. Considering this, we have every
reason to sing, ‘Bearing shame and
scoffing rude, in my place condemned
He stood, sealed my pardon with His
blood: Hallelujah, what a Saviour!’
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What a blessed position
Christ has brought His
people into, that our

sins have been forgiven,
never to be remembered

again. The resurrection
assures us that the
payment for sin has been
accepted, and satisfaction
has been :inade.
bLi W

Let me challenge you, is the merit of
Christ’s death your only confidence for
peace with God? Trusting in anything
else is a total rejection of Christ.
However weak or strong our faith
might be, it must all be in Christ.

RAISED

How would you answer the first
question at the beginning of the
article, “‘Why do you believe Jesus was
resurrected?” Our first answer should be
because God hasrevealed it in Scripture.
We can prove the resurrection as a
fact through the numerous eyewitness
accounts. However, these eyewitness
accounts have been preserved for us
in Holy Scripture, which was given
to us by the Holy Ghost. Thus, the
ultimate proof of the resurrection is
the testimony of God, Who never lies.

Secondly, the eyewitness accounts
also give tremendous credibility to
the resurrection. In 1 Corinthians

15, Paul lists over 500 people who
saw the resurrected Christ and could
substantiate each other’s account.
The Bible only requires two or more
witnesses to prove guilt in a civil case;
here, we have over 500 witnesses whose
testimonies in the Gospels and New
Testament writings never contradict
each other. If this amount of evidence
were presented for any other historical
event, it would be accepted by the
world as fact. Why do people then
reject the reality of the resurrection?
Because men love darkness rather than
the light.

JUSTIFICATION

How would you answer the second
question at the beginning of the
article, ‘Why did Jesus have to be
resurrected?” This verse tells us that
our justification was one reason for the
resurrection. First, let us consider what
justification is. Dr Alan Cairns defines
it in his Dictionary of Theological
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Terms as ‘The establishment of a sinner
in a righteous standing before God.’
Our Shorter Catechism defines it as ‘an
act of God’s free grace, wherein He
pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth
us as righteous in His sight, only for
the righteousness of Christ imputed to
us, and received by faith alone.” Simply
put, to be justified is to be forgiven
of your sin. What a blessed position
Christ has brought His people into,
that our sins have been forgiven, never
to be remembered again.

Now, to clarify, the resurrection did
not accomplish our justification.
Christ did that through His sinless life
and substitutionary death. However,
the resurrection assures us that the
payment for sin has been accepted,
and satisfaction has been made: ‘And if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins’ (1 Corinthians
15:17). God the Father raised Jesus
from the grave (Acts 2:32); this
would not have happened if Christ’s
atonement had not been accepted.

The resurrection also means we have an
Advocate in heaven who can answer any
objection to our justification. We know
Satan can accuse us, our conscience
can accuse us, but Christ, through
His death and in His exalted state in
heaven, can answer every objection.
‘Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for
us’ (Romans 8:34).

Next time you go into a shop to buy
something, there will be a price, and
you will have to pay the price. The
one who has received payment will
give you a proof of purchase called a
receipt. That receipt proves that the
price has been paid and accepted.
The resurrection is the receipt that
the cost of our redemption has been
paid. Rejoice today, dear believer,
in the assurance of justification that
the resurrection gives to those who
believe. B

[ Rev Andrew Simpson,
Heritage Free Presbyterian Church,
Canada.
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New
Missionaries

’I116 words of the Saviour in Mathew 9:38, ‘Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into
his harvest’, have inspired many prayers for additional Christian
workers. Included in this command to pray lies an assurance
that the Lord of the harvest will supply the needed labourers.
Several years ago, the Mission Board, conscious of the pending
retirement of some missionaries, began to pray for five new
missionary individuals or families. Almost immediately, the
Lord began to work in hearts, and over the past years we
have been thrilled to see answers to those prayers.

Presently, three recent graduates from the Whitefield College
of the Bible are preparing to go to the Mission field. Mr Glenn
Hamilton (Ballymena) is engaged in deputation meetings
as he and his family look forward to the work in Kenya. Mr
David McAuley (Ballymoney) is also visiting congregations
on deputation as he and his family prepare to serve in
Uganda. Miss Elizabeth Edwards (Lisburn) has a schedule of
deputation meetings for the remainder of this year as she plans
to minister in Kenya alongside the Hamiltons. The Mission
Board is grateful for the ongoing support of our congregations.
Deputation meetings are a vital part of garnering prayer
support and raising the necessary funds to permit our mission
work to continue. Our new missionary candidates appreciate
the opportunity to visit our congregations; and it is our prayer
that, even in the deputation meetings, the Lord of the harvest
would call others, and send them forth as labourers. Please
pray with us and for the missionary endeavour that the
Lord has opened for our denomination. ®

[ Rev Colin Mercer, Mission Board Chairman.

MISSION
@

A special conference to focus on
Mission in Action.

Hosted in Lisburn Free Presbyterian Church

6-8 MARCH 2024 each night @ 8pm

Wednesday — Rev. Colin Mercer
Subject: The Priority of Evangelism

Thursday — Rev. Ryan McKee
Subject: The Purpose of Discipleship

Friday — Rev. David McMillan
Subject: The Pattern of Church Planting
Video reports from our Mission Fields

SATURDAY 9 MARCH 2024 & 8pm

» Special Anniversary service to recognise the work of
the Mission Board over the past 50 years

« Special Speaker = Rev Samuel Murray
(Moderator of Presbytery) =

fpcmission.org
) aFPMission
& FPCMISSION

Free Presbyterian Mission Society Africa

UGANDA

@ FPCMISSION

« Safe housing required for new missionary families
* New larger vehicle required for Missionary Team

Total Budget = £280,000
£130,000 already raised

. +44(0)28 4176 5574
Fundlng Targef = £1 50,000 office@fpcmission.org
fpcmission.org

@ @FPMission
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Encouraging Developments at

yaporo Glory Bible Church, which

is situated in Western Kenya,
three quarters of an hour’s drive west of
Kakamega, has a growing congregation.
During the past year, thirteen people
were baptised, and twenty one children
attended a dedication service. This
work was established during Rev Ian
Harris’ missionary service in Kenya.

Later, Miss Gillian Gillespie laboured
there amongst the children and ladies,
and Miss Kathy Walker used her
talents in the musical ministry in that
congregation. Presently, Mr Benson

Osundwa, who has completed the
Mission Board Bible Training Institute
Course, carries the main responsibility
for the preaching ministry there.
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Nyaporo
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There is a growing Sunday School in
this congregation. In August 2021, the
congregation commenced an Early
Childhood Development Education
Centre (nursery school). This has two
classes, Pre-primary 1 and 2 (PP1 and
PP2). This school uses the main church
building for the two classes. The school
has now over 50 children enrolled so
the present premises have become too
small.

The Mission Board granted permission
for the church to extend the present
building to facilitate an additional
classroom which will serve both the
Sunday School and ECDE. This church
extension has been completed in early
January 2024 in time for the ECDE to
commence its fourth year.

The church in Nyaporo is a rural area
without electricity, and the water is
obtained from a local spring which is
not of good quality and needs to be
carried a considerable distance to the
school.
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To enable the school to function, a small
solar system was installed that enables
the staff to run a laptop and printer.

The school provides two meals each day
for these children, so there was a great
need for dependable supply of clean
water. A borehole was successfully
drilled beside the church for the use of
the school and the community. B

@ Rev Malcolm Patterson,
Missionary to Kenya.
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Providing

Emergency

Ad
following the
Nepal Earthquake

n 3" November 2023, at just a few

minutes before midnight, a major
earthquake struck the far western
region of Nepal. It was reported that
153 people lost their lives, with about
half of those being children, and some
375 people were injured. Sadly, some
from the Free Presbyterian Church of
Nepal were among the fatalities.

The after effects of such a catastrophe
are also very damaging, with 10,000
people forced to leave their homes
during the ongoing aftershocks and
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5,000 people left homeless due to the
damage. Sadly, it is now reported that
the cold weather is taking further lives
as many people are living outdoors or
below tarpaulins. 300 schools have been
destroyed, and landslides make it very
difficult to bring in much needed aid.

We have been able to provide
Emergency Aid Relief to our friends
in the country, and they have travelled
on multiple trips to the region to
distribute rice, blankets, tarpaulins and
tin to repair the roofs of houses.

Pray for the families that remain; many
of their homes were destroyed along
with the winter supply of food for the

people and animals and the seeds for
the spring sowing season. Also, please
remember those who are helping to
deliver the aid support at this time. ®

[ Mr Alastair Hamilton,
Mission Board Treasurer.

A very encouraging response to the New Youth Devotional Book

ast year, under the auspices of the

FPC Mission Board, we set about
compiling and producing a new Daily
Devotional book which was entitled,
‘In All Thy Ways’. The book contained
a devotional for every day of the
year, and each month a specific Bible
character was written about. The focus
of the devotional was primarily for the
youth of our churches because we felt
there was a ‘gap in the market’ for
solid and Scriptural teaching for teens
and twenties.

The book was published and then
distributed around all of our churches
in November of last year. As this was
very much ‘new ground’, we were

unsure just what the uptake would
be. However, sales have been so
encouraging, to the point that we ran
out of copies by the start of December
and had to have a second print run.

It has been particularly encouraging
that many churches have bought copies
for their own young people, ensuring
that as many of our youth as possible
have a copy of this devotional. The
response has been very encouraging,
with a lot of feedback relaying how
helpful and instructive the book
already has been to many.

Copies of the book have gone beyond
our own shores, with many copies
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going to Scotland, England, and even
further afield. Copies are still available
and can be purchased by contacting
07899 955255.

In all of this, we give the glory
to God alone for how He has
already used this devotional
to edify and build up His own
people. ®

o
Rev Garth Wilson,
Home Missions
Subcommittee
Chairman.
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SATURDAY 30* MARCH,

7.30PM

MISSIONARY REPORTS &
A MISSIONARY MESSAGE

Preacher:
Dr John McKnight Maryland, USA

Light refreshments afterwards
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€€ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...! 99

s we look back over 2023, we give

hanks and praise for the financial
blessings which we have received in the
work of Home and Foreign Missions. The
Lord has truly blessed through the faithful
financial support of His people, and we are
really thankful for your ongoing support
of the growing work. During 2023, the
Lord has blessed in the following ways:-

» Deputation support for new and
existing missionaries and workers

» Fundraising for special projects —
especially through the work of the
Missionary Council

» Legacy support from those who
have specified the missionary work
in their wills

» Monthly support
offerings

»  One-off special gifts from individuals

from church

Financial Update

We are truly grateful for all of the gifts and
donations, and as we look forward to 2024,
the one area which I would leave with you
for consideration, is that of regular monthly
giving — sometimes known as Covenant
Support. At present only about 12% of our
monthly financial obligations are covered
by committed monthly gifts, meaning that
we depend on unknown gifts coming in
each month to cover the majority of those
costs. Our desire would be to increase the
monthly committed gifts and to reduce
the risks of our growth plans at this time.
If you can help in this way, by committing
even a small monthly gift, then that would
be appreciated. Please remember that,
if your circumstances change, you can
alter or cancel that monthly gift at any
time. Thank you for your support and
consideration of this area of the Lord’s
work. B

o

ITwould like to support the Missionary:

| ' Praying for this needy ministry.

| Covenanting to give monthly financial
' support, Amount £

[ | A gift to the Missionary.
= Amount: £

T i e e e i '

Please return fo: FPC Mission Board Office,
3 Carginagh Road, Kilkeel, BT34 ANE, UK

For mare details on donation management
please see fpcmission.org/give
For further information contact:
+44 (0)28 4176 5574
office@fpomission.org
fpemission.org

) @FPMission
» Sponsorship and regular project e
offerings from Ladies fellowships, & Mr Alastair Hamilton, A - Fresgyledon Liunch
arrcmizsion  Misslon Board
children’s meetings, etc Mission Board Treasurer.
Office: Chairman: Secretary: Treasurer:
Mrs Glenda Graham Rev Colin Mercer Rev David McMillan Mr Alastair Hamilton
3 Carrigenagh Road 12 Crevenagh View 1 Drummanmore Grange 37A Ballymacvea Road
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE Omagh, BT79 0JH Armagh, BT61 8RQ Kells, Ballymena BT42 3NH

T: 028 4176 5574
office@fpcmission.org

T: 028 8224 2299
rev.mercer@fpcmission.org

T: 028 3778 8150

rev.mcmillan@fpcmission.org

T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org

{ |
@ FPCMIsSion
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STAY UP TO DATE WITH MISSION BOARD NEWS: @& fpcmission.org [l @FPMission




Easter Convention

Organised by: FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ULSTER
Hosted by: MARTYRS MEMORIAL FPC

FRIDAY 29t MARCH, 8.00PM SATURDAY 30* MARCH MONDAY 1 APRIL
YOUTH RALLY & PRAISE SERVICE 7.30PM 7.00PM
Participants: Students from Whitefield MISSIONARY RALLY CONVENTION RALLY

College of the Bible and the
Youth Council 50" Anniversary Choir
Preacher: Rev Timothy Nelson

Various missionary reports
Preacher: Dr John McKnight
Maryland, USA

Preacher: Dr John McKnight
Singers: Magherafelt FPC choir
Kids’ Club will run during this meeting

SUPPER SERVED AFTER EVERY MEETING

Dates For The Diary

MARCH

Commencing 3"
BALLYMENA FPC, GOSPEL MISSION
Time: Sun 6.30pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm

Preachers: Rev John Greer, Rev Andrew Stewart

17th - 22nd

CROSSGAR FPC, FOUNDATIONS CONFERENCE

Time: Sun 7.00pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Nathan McVeigh

21+
WHITEFIELD CHRISTIAN WORKERS
TRAINING ACADEMY GRADUATION
Venue: Tandragee FPC (kindly granted)
Time: 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev Timothy Nelson
(Whitefield College Principal)

APRIL

14t - 19t
MULLAGHGLASS FPC, GOSPEL MISSION
Venue: Glenanne Orange Hall (kindly granted)
Time: Sun 7.00pm, Mon - Fri 8.00pm
Preacher: Mr Noel Shields

14t - 28t
BALLYGOWAN FPC, GOSPEL MISSION
Preacher: Rev R Higginson
Time: Sun 3.30pm, Mon - Fri 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Timothy Ormerod

21 - 26t
BALLYMAGERNEY FPC, TEACHING WEEK
Time: Sun 6.00pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Theme: Antioch - The Model Church
Preacher: Rev Ron Johnstone

APRIL

21+ - 26*
AUGHNACLOY FPC, GOSPEL MISSION
Venue: Scout Hall, Aughnacloy
Time: Sun 6.30pm, Mon-Fri 7.30pm
Preacher: Rev Thomas Martin

MAY

12th - 19th
SANDOWN FPC, 60™ ANNIVERSARY MISSION
Time: Sun 6.30pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Evangelist: Rev William McCrea

12t - 26t
HILLSBOROUGH FPC & BALLYNAHINCH FPC,
JOINT TENT MISSION HELD IN ANAHILT
Time: Sun 3.30pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Preachers: Rev Ian Kenny, Rev Stephen McCrea

17t|1
CALVARY FPC, MAGHERAFELT
ANNUAL LADIES’ CONFERENCE
Time: 8.00pm
Speaker: Mrs Jayne Creane
Testimony: Mrs Rachel McAuley

19* May - 2" June
COOKSTOWN FPC & MAGHERAFELT FPC,
MID-ULSTER GOSPEL CRUSADE
Venue: Moneymore Recreation Centre
Time: Sun 7.00pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Evangelists: Rev Marcus Lecky, Rev Ryan McKee

Vision



