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Editorial

he apostle Paul’s confidence in the
Tsovereignty of God is summarised

in the words of Romans 8:28. The
text — a favourite of many — does not deal
with uncertainties or mere possibilities,
rather, it affirms strongly, “And we know
that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.”

God is not a bystander who merely
observes events in this world; He is
in sovereign control of all things. His
eternal decrees are worked out for His
glory and for the good of His people.
Nothing is outside His sovereignty. He
is never taken by surprise. He cannot
be outwitted or outmanoeuvred by the
schemes of men. There is no devil or
demon who can frustrate or foil His
purposes. The truth of God’s sovereignty
is a huge comfort for God’s people as we
face another year. The Puritan, Thomas
Watson, noted wisely, “So all God’s
providences, being divinely tempered
and sanctified, work together for the
best to the saints. He who loves God
and is called according to His purpose,
may rest assured that everything in the
world shall be for his good.” The truth
of Romans 8:28 is the antidote for
anxious care and needless fear. We live
in the midst of many uncertainties. We
do not know what a day will bring forth
for us, individually or collectively. Our
circumstances can change in a moment
of time, yet we can be sure that our God
is performing all things for our good.
God looks upon His people in Christ
and we are safe in Him. He will take care
of us. Christ, who bore our sins, is able
also to bear our cares. Thomas Watson
asked, “Why should a Christian destroy
himself? Why should he kill himself
with care, when all things shall sweetly
concur, yea, conspire for his good.” God
did not fail us last year and He will not
fail us this year. m
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DEVOTIONAL
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t does not seem very long ago that Her Majesty the
IQueen described the year that was coming to a close

as, “Annus horribilis” — a horrible year. Perhaps, for
many across our nation, 2020 has been such a year. Family
and friends may have suffered sickness, and some have lost
precious loved ones through death.

As many look forward to 2021, they think all will
change at the stroke of midnight. In reality,
there is no magic in the midnight
hour. It may be a nice thought to
think that all the heartaches and
worries of the year will fade
away at that moment, but we
know that will not happen.
The dawn of a new year
will not make the old
problems disappear.
Unfortunately, many try

to drown their sorrows on
New Year’s Eve, only to
find that the problems are
still there on New Year’s

€€ The Lord will
be present with us.
He will protect and

Y, provide for us all

O,

the way. 39

to us through His Word, hears our prayer, and

multiplies grace upon grace in our lives. Therefore,

we can live, “Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

N

On entering the New Year, we can rejoice
in the opportunities presented to us to
o live for Christ. There are multitudes
of men and women who are lost
in sin — many of whom have never
heard a clear presentation of the
claims of Christ in the Gospel.
So, as the time goes by, let us
remember that, “... as thy
days, so shall thy strength
be” (Deuteronomy 33:25).
Despite all the obstacles
from the world, the flesh
and the devil, let us
grasp the opportunities

to witness for Christ.

In 2021, let us endeavour

Day. Others make good
resolutions — promising to
change their ways and habits
—yet they fail and are soon back
to their old way of life.

As believers — those who have
experienced the new birth and for whom all

things have been made new — we start the new year
conscious, like Joshua, that we “... have not passed this way
heretofore” (Joshua 3:4). However, we are very glad that
our Saviour has promised, “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). The Lord will be present with
us. He will protect and provide for us all the way.

As Christians, we face many obstacles to our faith and witness
in society. Nevertheless, we can take great encouragement
to live for Christ, knowing that He is in control of all things.
We “serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:24), and He speaks

to seek God’s face in
prayer, attend His house
for public worship, give
our tithes and offerings, and
encourage one another in the
things of God.

The hymn writer noted:

I have only one life on this earth
And as vapour it’s passing away.
I must labour for treasures of worth,
Ere toil ends at the close of the day.

May 2021 be remembered as the year when God visited His
people with a mighty move of His Spirit in revival power. ®

@ Rev F Greenfield, (retired)
Dunmurry Free Presbyterian Church.



A tribute to

Dr Alan Cairns

r Cairns left strict instructions
D that there were to be no

tributes at his funeral services.
He reasoned, “When that time comes,
I will be before the throne of God,
and He will pass judgement on Alan
Cairns.” How true that is, and we all
should endeavour to live with eternity’s
values in view, labouring earnestly for
the “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant” (Matthew 25:21).

The funeral services have passed,
and now is the time, with family
permission, to say something briefly
about the Lord’s servant, and what
he meant to the Free Presbyterian
Church family. Dr Cairns was a
blessing to our denomination - in
Ulster, North America and across
our various mission fields. He was a
pastor, preacher, teacher, lecturer,
mentor, theologian and friend.

Born in Belfast during the Second
World War, Alan Cairns came under
the sweet influence of the Gospel,
primarily through the witness of his
godly parents. As a child, he trusted
Christ as Saviour, after sitting under

the preaching of Salvation Army
evangelists. His relationship with the
Free Presbyterian Church began at
twelve years of age when he attended
the congregation in Mount Merrion,
Belfast. Struggling with doubts, he
was brought to assurance through the
words of John 6:37, aged eighteen.
Afterwards, under the preaching of
Rev S. B. Cooke, he was called by
God into the ministry. On entering
theological training, he was appointed
assistant to Dr Paisley, after which, he
ministered for four years in Dunmurry,
a suburb of Belfast.

A call was extended by the Cabra
congregation to the young twenty-four-
year-old minister, and he commenced
his ministry there in January 1965. For
the first months, he commuted to and
from Belfast until he married Miss
Joan McDonald and moved to the
Portrush Road manse in Ballymoney.

His ministry in Cabra started with
a mission and a few people were
saved. Soon, the evening service rose
to eighty and remained at that level.
In 1966, however, the attendance
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increased and the building was packed.
Many memorable meetings were held
in Cabra. This is where the annual
missionary weekend - which has
continued until this day - commenced.

In 1972, the congregation moved into
the town of Ballymoney. A two-week
Gospel Mission was conducted by
Dr Paisley following the opening of
the new church building on Saturday
13th May. Dr Cairns recalled at
least eighteen people came to Christ.
Subsequent years of powerful, Holy
Ghost-anointed preaching saw
multiple conversions and the Lord
added to the church such as should be
saved.

Rev Cairns laboured faithfully for
fifteen years in Ballymoney until he
received and accepted the call from
Faith Free Presbyterian Church,
Greenville, South Carolina. Two of
the church elders, Mr Nevin Carson
and Mr Albert McAuley travelled
to the United States of America for
Rev Cairns’ installation, which took
place on Saturday 23 February 1980.
Thus, commenced a long and fruitful



ministry of 30 years in Greenville,
where much was accomplished for the
glory of God.

Mr Charles Koelsch, elder in
Greenville, speaking on behalf of the
congregation, has noted, “It was our
honour and privilege to have served
alongside him in the work of the
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. His fervent preaching
of Christ, his compassionate dealings
with the people, and the God-given
wisdom he manifested in the affairs
of the church have left an indelible
impression upon our lives and service.”

His godly influence extended well
beyond the local congregation in
Greenville. Rev David Mook, Clerk
of the North American Presbytery,
thanks God for the life of Dr Alan
Cairns, and acknowledges how he
devoted his time, energy and talents to
the service of Christ: “His impact in
every facet of the life of the FPCNA
continues to touch every minister,
every elder, and every student. Most
recently, he lectured in Geneva
Reformed Seminary on the Epistle
to the Romans to the benefit of the
present students. We are grateful
to God for using him in our midst to
direct our attention always to Christ.”

That sweet and blessed influence
permeated into family life.  Mrs.
Cairns — more than any — knew the
godly man who was her husband
for fifty-five years. She testifies: “I
have lost someone who cannot be
replaced”; yet, in the midst of sorrow,
she is resigned wholly to the sovereign
will of a wise and loving God in her
husband’s home-calling.

Dr John Douglas, a lifelong friend,
summed it up well on the day of the
Thanksgiving Service; he said, “Mr.
Cairns was special; he was special in
more ways than one. He was a special
instrument in the hand of the Lord; he
was God’s gift to our denomination.
Alan made a huge, huge contribution
to the work of the Lord wherever he
was, but I think specifically of our
own denomination. A number of
departments in our church owe their

existence to him, for he either formed
them or he was a front-runner in their
formation.”

His son, Frank, can speak of his father
in the tenderest of terms: “Let me tell
you of a father who pointed the way
to Christ for me in his daily words and
deeds. From the time I was a boy, I
remember him as a praying man. I
would hear him praying in his study
when I would get up early for school or
go say, ‘Goodnight’ to him before bed.
AsIchanged fromboytoteen, he guided
me and loved me through multiple
mistakes. When I left my home for my
own career, he was there to cheer me
on and continue his unwavering love.
He showed me, through his marriage to
Mom, how to be a good husband and
giving individual.”

Alan Cairns’ contribution to Christian
work has left behind a rich spiritual
legacy. First and foremost, as a
preacher, he was both an evangelist
and expositor, who will be best
remembered for his ability to teach
and apply theological truth.

Understanding the need to develop
a young people’s ministry, Dr Cairns
founded the Free Presbyterian Youth
Council, becoming its inaugural
President and the first editor of
the magazine, Truth for Youth. He
pioneered ‘Let the Bible Speak’, the
denomination’s radio and media
ministry, and he inspired Steven Lee,
the founder of Sermon Audio - two
ministries which have spread the
Gospel to millions of people across
the world.

In Northern Ireland, he was
Professor of Systematic Theology
in the Theological Hall of the Free
Presbyterian Church, and, after his
arrival in North America, he initiated
a ministry training programme, now
known as Geneva Reformed Seminary.
His published works include: 4 New
Beginning, Apostles of Error, Dictionary
of Theological Terms, The Lord’s
Prayer, The Fruit of the Spirit, Throned
in Highest Bliss and The Lord’s Supper.

On a personal note, what a privilege
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for me to say: “I was his pastor!” —
the pastor of such an eminent man
of God, whom we loved dearly.
When Dr and Mrs. Cairns retired
home, I cannot say that I was overly
excited that they decided to settle in
Ballymoney and attend Hebron, but I
soon learned that I had, in Dr Cairns,
a friend, an encourager, and a man of
prayer behind me. Only God knows
what his support, encouragement and
friendship have meant to me and my
family, especially in the most difficult
times of life. He was that to so many.

God has taken from us one of the
greatest men of God I have ever
known. After three weeks in hospital,
battling with Covid-Pneumonia, the
dreaded phone call came. Mrs Cairns
was told that all was not well and her
beloved husband would pass from this
earth that day, and, so he did, a short
time later. Dr Cairns was promoted to
Heaven on Thursday 5th November
2020. He entered into the full joy of
celestial glory, where He has seen the
King in all His splendour and received
a welcome home from his beloved
Saviour, whom He served for a lifetime
on earth.

For brother Cairns, it is the excellence
of eternal bliss in the presence of God,
the holy angels and “the spirits of just
men made perfect” (Hebrews 12:23).
For us on earth, though fully submissive
to the Divine will, it is sorrow and pain.
However, we “sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope” (1 Thessalonians
4:13). Our sincere sympathy is
extended to: his dear wife, Joan; to his
son, Frank, his wife, Whitney and their
little girls; to his sister, Betty; and, to all
his family and friends who mourn his
passing. A special word of condolence
must be expressed to the man who has
been his dearest friend on earth, Dr
Stanley Barnes.

Let all God’s redeemed children, who
are feeling keenly the pain of parting,
remember: it is not ‘goodbye’; it is only
‘goodnight’: for we will meet Alan in
the morning. ®

@ Rev D Park, Hebron Free
Presbyterian Church, Ballymoney.



PRIVATE
PRAYER

tudy the characters in Scripture who

were mighty in prayer, and you will note

the striking fact that their prowess in the

ministry of intercession was exercised in

private. Abraham is a good example. We are told

in Genesis 18:22-23 “... Abraham stood yet before the

Lord. And Abraham drew near.” Prior to this, Abraham

was left alone when the two heavenly visitors went on their

way to Sodom. However, the holy patriarch remained

before the Lord and drew near to Him. Drawing near

signifies the action of one who is a priest, and such was

Abraham, as is every child of God (1 Peter 2:5, 9). Abraham

drew near and began to intercede, and there ensued one of

the most powerful seasons of private prayer ever recorded

in Scripture. Jacob presents another outstanding example

of private prayer. He got alone with his God and wrestled

with Him in prayer through an entire night (Genesis 32:24-

32). To memorialise that sacred spot, he named it ‘Peniel’

(the face of God). In the light of these examples, engaging

in private prayer is seen to be a matter worthy of close
attention and earnest pursuit

Private prayer is a sure sign of a work of grace in the heart.
Ponder what the Spirit of God records about Saul of Tarsus
immediately after his conversion — “..behold, he prayeth,”
(Acts 9:11). In this Scripture, it is obvious that the reference
is to private prayer. In the city of Damascus, in the home
of a man named Judas, on a street called Straight, the new
convert Saul of Tarsus was alone with God in prayer. When
the Spirit enters the soul, the prayer that is begotten is, in
the first instance, of a private and personal kind. Like every



facet of true religion, prayer is not something added in an
outward, mechanical, unnatural fashion at some point after
conversion. Instead, all the aspects of a real work of grace are
natural to the soul; and prayer of a private kind is the chief
example. Indeed, a huge doubt looms over the genuineness of
the profession of Christianity where private prayer does not
exist. J.C. Ryle, the first Protestant Archbishop of Liverpool,
said, “God has no dumb children. It is as much a part of their
new nature to pray, as it is of a child to cry.” In this incisive
observation, Ryle put the focus where it belongs regarding
the matter of real prayer — on the new nature of the child
of God. His words convey the sense of Paul’s words “And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:6). Therefore,
Scripture verifies the absolute accuracy of Bishop Ryle’s
remark that “God has no dumb children.”

The Lord desires His people to pray in private.

The emphasis Christ placed on private prayer is plainly stated
in Matthew 6:6, where He instructs the believer to enter
into the closet, shut the door, and pray to the Father. In this
same verse, the Saviour reveals why His people are to enter
what is essentially the private place to pray. It is because the
Father “...is in secret.” The words ‘in secret’ mean hidden.
To the lost, God is hidden; they do not know Him at all.
Even to the Christian there is much that is hidden about
God. However, at the same time, He is not inaccessible or
unapproachable. Rather, as He says through Jeremiah ..
ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall search for me with
all your heart.” Obviously, God desires His people to seek
Him in prayer and delights when they do so. Moreover, from
Matthew 6:6 we learn that our Father is in the secret place
too — “... thy Father which is in secret.” The words imply that
God the Father takes pleasure when His people engage in
private or secret prayer, for He is there to meet with them
and commune with them. Christian, do not hesitate to get to
private prayer. You will find your Heavenly Father waiting
to meet with you there.

Engaging in private prayer is evidence of love for the Lord.

A Christian is a person who is married to the Lord, in a spiritual
union, that is characterised by the production of spiritual fruit.
Paul reminds the believers in Rome of their marriage to Christ
— “...married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead,
that we should bring forth fruit unto God,” (Romans 7:4). The
fruit mentioned is the fruit of the Spirit, the first aspect of which
is love (Galatians 5:22). One of the ways in which true love is
displayed is in words addressed privately to the object of that
love. It is a demonstration of the love that exists in the healthy
and harmonious relationship between a godly husband and
wife when time is given to come aside and commune together
over their mutual interests in their marriage union. Such
marital communion is a demonstration of true love. Likewise,
the believer desires to meet alone with Christ, to speak with
Him in prayer about those matters that belong to the spiritual
life. Very often there are matters to bring to Christ that can
only be spoken to Him when alone with Him — matters that are
not for the public prayer meeting. However, the opportunity to

€€ Christian, do not hesitate to
get to private prayer. You will find
your Heavenly Father waiting to
meet with you there. 33

meet alone with Christ is wonderfully afforded to the Christian,
and such private fellowship is a demonstration of love for
Him. Alone with Christ and moved by His sacrificial love, the
believer pours out pent up feelings and yearnings of the heart.

Private prayer is an evidence of likeness to Christ.

It is the will of God that His people are conformed to Christ’s
image (Romans 8:29). Certainly, one feature of that likeness
to the Lord is private prayer. Our Saviour frequently went
alone to seek the Father in prayer. In Luke 6:12, there is
the record that Christ “..went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God.” We are filled with
wonder at these words. They are a revelation of Christ’s
submission to the Father as the Mediator of the Covenant.
The words are also an evidence of His willingness to humble
Himself and sacrificially give Himself to private prayer for
the sake of His people. Christ never acted in isolation from
His people, but always for their benefit. Therefore, this
sacred scene of Christ wrestling in prayer for an entire night
should smite us deeply. It raises the question of our being
prepared to spend time in the secret place interceding for
the sake of Christ’s work and witness. When Christ went
to the mountain to pray, it was undoubtedly intercessory
prayer. I would suggest that this is especially the purpose of
private prayer - spending time pleading with God on behalf
of others and with regard to their needs. Remember that
Christ went to the private place to intercede as one full
of the Holy Spirit. That is a vital detail. The flesh will not
take God’s people into private prayer, but the Holy Spirit
will. Seek daily to walk in the Spirit, and He will lead you
to get alone with your Saviour. He will also endue you with
promised power to spend time there with the Lord for the
benefit of your soul. B

@ Rev J Greer,
Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church.



NEWS

Installation of New Minister in
Ardaragh Free Presbyterian Church

(L to R) Revs J Armstrong, A Smylie, T Martin, T Murray, A Murray, G Ferguson, Mr G Bennett, Rev J Greer.

Friday 30" October was a very special
night in the history of Ardaragh Free
Presbyterian Church and in the life

of Rev Andrew Murray, who was
ordained and installed as the fourth
minister of the congregation. The
service took place in Lurgan Free
Presbyterian Church, in order to
accommodate those who wished to
attend. On account of the Covid-19
regulations, attendance was by invitation
only, but a very large number of people
viewed the meeting by means of
livestream through Sermon Audio and
Facebook. Included in the congregation
were many of Mr Murray’s immediate
and wider family circle.

The Interim Moderator, Rev Gordon
Ferguson, chaired the meeting which
was opened with the reading of Psalm
117 and the singing of Psalm 100. Rev
Thomas Murray, Andrew’s father and
minister of Lurgan Free Presbyterian
Church, led the congregation in prayer.

Rev Alan Smylie, minister of Ballygowan,
whom Andrew assisted in his final
year in college, brought greetings from
Presbytery, following which, the Clerk

of Presbytery, Rev John Greer, put the
prescribed questions to the minister-
elect. The new Free Presbyterian
Moderator, Rev John Armstrong,
oversaw Mr Murray’s subscription to
the Westminster Confession of Faith
and the Church’s Articles of Faith,
and led in the ordination prayer.

The newly ordained minister then
gave a personal word of testimony
and Rev Thomas Martin, minister of
Comber, where Mr Murray has been in
membership, read the Scriptures. This
was followed by an excellent message
from the Moderator, preaching from
Romans 10:14: “... how shall they hear
without a preacher?” Many commented

afterwards as to the blessing they had
received from the message.

Rev Andrew Murray led the
congregation in the singing of the final
hymn and closed the meeting in prayer.
Following the conclusion of the
worship service, Mr Gary Bennett,
Clerk of Session, welcomed Mr Murray
as their new minister and presented
gifts to him and the outgoing Interim
Moderator, Rev Gordon Ferguson.

On the following Sunday, Mr Murray
preached at a special welcoming service
in Ardaragh which was attended by
members of his immediate family. m

# Rev G Ferguson

Rev and
Mrs Thomas
Murray with
their son
Andrew,
following his
ordination
to the gospel
ministry.
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Elder Ordination in Aghalee
Free Presbyterian Church

Top: Mr David Johnstone Above: Mr David Johnstone
(centre) was ordained as an Elder in (second left) is pictured with
Aghalee Free Presbyterian Church Rev Cairin Salt, and Aghalee
on Thursday 26" October 2020. He elders, Geoff Butler and

is pictured with Rev Cairin Salt (left) Alistair Park, following his

and his father, Dr Ron Johnstone. ordination service.

Mourne Ordination

Miss Dennison

Miss Martha E. Dennison
was the first Matron of the
Whitefield College of the Bible
(1979 to 1985). She recently
went home to be with the Lord.
She is pictured on the occasion
of her 102nd birthday, with Rev
and Mrs John Greer.

Pictured at the ordination in Mourne Free

The Ordination of Mr David Cousins Presbyterian Church (L to R) Rev J Greer (Clerk of
and Mr Raymond McKee was held in Presbytery), Mr Raymond McKee, Rev J Armstrong
Mourne Free Presbyterian Church, (Moderator), Mr D Cousins and Rev A Patterson
Kilkeel, on 22" November 2020 (Minister of Mourne Free Presbyterian Church).
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COMPILED BY
ROBERT MCCONNELL

The Sun

In Psalm 84:11, God compares Himself to the sun. Now,
we need to move away very guickly from the false notion
of many ancient cultures that believed the sun was a god.
Having done so, we must now consider why the psalmist
said, “..the LORD God is a sun.” This idea of God being
like the sun is found elsewhere in the Bible. Isaiah hints
at it in Isaiah 60:19-20. Peter describes the Saviour as
the day star in our hearts. In Malachi 4:2, the Lord Jesus
was described as the Sun of righteousness coming as a
sunrise or dayspring from on high to visit us with healing
in His wings (Luke 1:78).

Let us look at why this description of God as a sun is such
a good one.

The sun is distant and yet so near. Using a rocket, it took
man four and a half days to get to the moon, which is
only 238,855 miles from earth, but the sun is a whopping
93 million miles away. Light coming from the sun takes
over 8 minutes to reach us, and yet its warmth and
brightness is so near. God, to many, may seem to be a
distant character and yet, the warmth of His grace and
brightness of His tender mercies are so near.

The sun is huge in comparison to earth. The
sun is the largest object in

Look up the Bible references to help find " 4

Nz -
“For the LORD God is a
sun and shield: the LORD

will give grace and
glory: no good thing will
he withhold from them
that walk uprightly.”

Psalm 84:11
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the solar system. Planet earth will fit into the sun 1.3
million times. With size comes power. The sun’s power
is immense. Magnetic energy released from the sun’s
atmosphere (called solar flares) is 10 million times more
powerful than a volcano erupting, yet it only accounts
for 10% of the total energy emitted by the sun every
second. Pointing not just to the sun, but to the whole
universe, God tells us that His ways are higher than our
ways. God is all powerful and that power is extensive
enough to forgive us our sins.

The sun brings about change. This is often the topic of
conversation when people come back from holiday with a
lovely suntan. When God comes into the life of a person,
change should always be apparent. Growth and newness
of life are all associated with the sun, and so it is with
God. Paul rightly said, “..in him we live, and move, and

have our being” (Acts 17:28).

Without the sun, scientists tell us that, within three days,
all life on earth would cease to exist. However, more
importantly, without God and without the sacrifice
made by His Son on the cross we would never have
the hope of eternal life. | wonder: are you trusting

in the dear Sun of Righteousness today? m
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the answers to these guestions on the sun.
Using the letters in the highlighted boxes,

make up the second part of this word. r
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Which king tried, until the going down of the
sun, to set Daniel free? (Daniel 6)

ev Garth Wilson

“
Ly

,/ VS PP
J‘. _|1 _v

What happened to the seed when the sun was
up? It was ... (Mark 4)

Where was Mary Magdalene going before the
rising of the sun? (Mark 16)

Which city was Lot entered into when the sun
was risen upon the earth? (Gen 19)

: nswer@fpvision.org g
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IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL

hen asked to write an
article about my favourite
hymn, my thoughts turned

immediately to “It Is Well with My
Soul” written by Horatio G. Spafford.
My soul is thrilled every time I sing it
and dwell upon its great words.

The background to this hymn is a

sad and tragic one. Horatio Spafford
lived in Chicago with his wife and
four daughters. In 1873, his family

set sail to visit relatives in Europe
whilst Horatio stayed at home. Days
later, the ship they were travelling on
collided with another vessel in the
Atlantic and sank almost immediately.

Upon arriving in Britain after being
rescued in a lifeboat, Mrs Spafford sent
a message to her husband simply saying
“Saved Alone’”. Although Mrs Spafford
was rescued, their four daughters lost
their lives in this tragic accident.

Horatio Spafford was plunged into
deep sorrow and grief. At the first
opportunity, he made his way to
England to be with his wife. Whilst
there, D.L. Moody, a personal friend
of the Spaffords, travelled from
Edinburgh to London to comfort them.
Moody found them strong in faith;
and, although hurting, the Spaffords

were able to say, “It is well”. Much of
this comfort came from the knowledge
that their four daughters had accepted
Christ as their Saviour before setting
sail for Europe.

Three years after the tragedy, Horatio
Spafford wrote the hymn “It Is Well with
My Soul” in memory of his four daughters.

This great hymn is a wonderful example
of how the Christian’s peace and joy does
not come from the circumstances around
them, but from Christ within them.

The first verse reminds us that whether
we have “peace, like a river” or
“sorrows, like sea-billows”, whatever
our lot in life may be, through Christ
we can say ‘it is well with my soul.”

Dear believer, perhaps, as you read
this article, you are facing trials and
tribulation. Perhaps you are enduring
the storms of life, the sea-billows are
rolling, and you are being tossed to
and fro. It would be easy to become
discouraged and downcast when you
look around at the circumstances you
face. I encourage you today to take
your eyes off your circumstances and fix
them upon Christ. There is no peace
to be found in the circumstances we
face, but there is peace indescribable
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and unsurpassable in our
Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ.

In Philippians 4:6 we are
reminded to “Be careful for
nothing; but in everything by
prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God”.
What is the result? “And the
peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

This thought flows into the consideration
of perhaps the greatest verse to be found
in any hymn, a verse which focuses on
the source of our peace, Christ Jesus:

My sin—O the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part, but the whole,

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

It does not matter how great the sea
billows may be, or how difficult our
circumstances are. When the child of
God rests their heart and mind upon
the great truth that Christ has set us
free from our sin, we will not fail to
experience the peace of God and be
able to sing, ‘It is well with my soul’.

The final verse of this hymn reminds
us that this life is short. Our trials

and difficulties are only for a time.

As God’s children, we should ever be
living in the knowledge of the great
truth that Christ is coming again for us:

But, Lord, ‘tis for Thee, for Thy coming,
we wait;

The sky, not the grave, is our goal;

O trump of the angel! O voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope! Blessed rest of my soul!

Dear reader, is it well with your soul?
It can only be so if you have Christ as
your Saviour.

& Rev N McVeigh,
Dunmurry Free Presbyterian Church.
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FOR THE
NEW YEAR

opportunity to re-evaluate and recalibrate our lives,

and we might think about changing our priorities. A
priority is whatever is superior or something which is better.
Life’s most important issue must be our priority. So, what
should that be in this New Year? What about being happy
and joyful? Some might wonder at that. Is it okay for a
Christian to have this as a priority?

The New Year is like a reset button. It provides an

How often do you think about enjoying your faith?
Sometimes it may appear that Christianity is meant to be
endured rather than enjoyed! However, the Bible is full of

pleasure”, “joy” and “delight”.

»

words like “rejoice”,

Thinking of God, the psalmist said, “in thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever
more” (Psalm 16:11).
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The Shorter Catechism states that man’s main purpose
or chief end, his priority, is to glorify God and enjoy Him
forever. Wisely, the catechism goes on to explain how we
can fulfil our chief end. Only the Bible reveals the way to
glorify and enjoy God in a soul thrilling way, for it reveals
“what man is to believe concerning God and what duty
God requires of man” (Shorter Catechism). We must
believe what is true and do what is right.

How does God instruct us to enjoy Him? He issues a
command, “Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say,
rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). But is it possible to turn on joy
like a tap? Surely not. Yet we must believe that what God
commands is possible. We must be determined to follow
the path set out and endeavour to pursue every means

to experience this joy. So, what are we to do? We must
identify the enemy of real joy.



Think about Adam. As he was created, he lived a life REJOICE IN SERVICE

that glorified God perfectly, and he was genuinely happy. “Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence
When he sinned, all that changed. What was at the heart with singing” (Psalm 100:2). The choice is either to serve
of his sin? Selfishness. He began to think about himself God with joy and gladness or to serve our enemy in want
and not about God. He asked, ‘What do I want?’, rather and misery (Deuteronomy 28:47-48). Christ himself is the
than “‘What has God said?’ Since then humanity has been great example that service is delightful (Psalm 40:8). While
inherently selfish and unhappy. True joy can only be it is far from easy, the preventative for fainting is to think
experienced whenever we deny ourselves in favour of God. about Christ who endured pain and suffering because of
That seems contradictory to an unenlightened mind and “the joy that was set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). Count
runs contrary to the impulse of the flesh. However, it is doing the will of God as a privilege.
true. The Lord Jesus said, “... let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24; Mark REJOICE IN TRIBULATION
8:34; 10:21; Luke 9:23). Tribulation is not pleasant (1 Peter 1:6), but it does build
character. Paul says that we can rejoice in tribulation
WHAT IS THE COMPANION TO ENJOYMENT? because it produces patience, which in turn leads to
It is glorifying God. You cannot have one without the other. experience and then hope, a hope that will not disappoint
Anyone who attempts to enjoy God without seeking to (Romans 5:3-5). Tribulation can also be viewed as the
glorify God will fall into self-centred thinking. God will caring discipline of a loving Father (Hebrews 12:6-7), which
be nothing more than a servant to our whims and desires, rightly understood means that the one being disciplined is a
and prayer will become a shopping list for our wants. son, therefore an heir of God’s kingdom!

Anyone seeking to glorify God without enjoying
God will become joyless, self-centred, REJOICE IN HOPE
and self-righteous. Rules will become The full enjoyment of God is endless in
more important than the God whose 6 the world to come; that is, it cannot be
commands they are. Our motivation ; fully known in this life, nor can it be

. . GOD’S WORD . . .
will be a desire to make us feel good SATISEIES THE HUNGRY fully realised. Question 38 in the
about ourselves and to appear good Shorter Catechism speaks of “the full

SOUL LIKE NOTHING ELSE.

in the eyes of others. enjoying of God to all eternity”. We
THERE IS JOY INTHE WISDOM await a fuller, higher, better, greater

Aiming to glorify God is something REVEALED, THE PROMISES and more glorious experience of
that is not a burden but a delight (1 MADE, AND THE PRACTICAL what it means to enjoy God. Try
John 5:3). It might not appear so, INSTRUCTION GIVEN. to imagine a delight that you never
but you will discover it to be the case. » outgrow. Who among us would find

Develop a taste for God’s words rather
than spiritual junk food — “O taste and

the same joy in the things that delighted
us when little children? We grow tired

see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man and bored of childish things. But joy in God
that trusteth in him” (Psalm 34:8). This requires is more wonderful the older we become, and as we
a change or renewal of the mind (Romans 12:2), savouring mature in the faith. Eternity alone, when the eye of faith is
what is of God rather than what is of men (Matthew 16:23). replaced with sight, will give a clear picture and experience of
what it really is to delight in God (Isaiah 64:4; 1 Corinthians
REJOICE IN SALVATION 2:9). Obviously, you cannot really imagine such heights of
When the seventy disciples returned to Christ, they were full bliss. But allow yourself to be lost in wonder, love, and praise!
of joy about the power Christ had given to them. However,
He told them to rather “rejoice, because your names are Nothing can compare to the joy we find in God. It makes us
written in heaven.” (Luke 10:20). We ought to rejoice in strong (Nehemiah 8:10); it remains when everything else is
the salvation that causes God and the angels to rejoice. taken from us (Habakkuk 3:17-18); it is better than joy that

comes from any other source (Psalm 4:7; John 7:37-39).
REJOICE IN REVELATION

Why did the Lord Jesus speak? One reason is that those 2020 has been a year of many lows, and many of us have
who hear Him might have joy. “These things have I spoken known great disappointment. We do not know if 2021 will
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your have fewer trials or disturbing events than 2020; yet, we all
joy might be full” (John 15:11). God’s Word satisfies the have hope for this incoming year and anticipate that it will
hungry soul like nothing else. There is joy in the wisdom bring joy and pleasure. Make sure that, above all, you discover
revealed, the promises made, and the practical instruction the joy of the Lord. May all of us know experientially what
given. Meeting with Christ through the Scriptures is a Isaiah wrote: “Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall
heart-warming, soul thrilling experience that drives away return, and come with singing unto Zion ...” m
broken dreams and disappointment brought about by our
foolishness. & Rev N Smyth, Merthyr Tydfil, Wales.
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Dr A Cairns

Youth

Council
Election

€€ WE LOOK
FORWARD TO HIS
LEADERSHIP AND
TRUST THAT HE
WILL SEE A GREAT
WORK DONE FOR
THE LORD AMONG
THE YOUNG
PEOPLE OF OUR
DENOMINATION. 9

that we learnt of the

passing of our beloved
founder and friend, Dr Alan
Cairns. The first meeting of
the Youth Council was held
on 19" February 1974 in
Sandown Free Presbyterian
Church and was chaired by
Dr Cairns, who became the
first President of the Youth
Council. Since then, through
his ministry, the lives of
countless young people have
been touched, with many
having been led to Christ
and many others having
gained a deeper knowledge

It was with great sadness

in the things of God. It was
a delight to have him preach
at our 40™ anniversary in
2014 and, more recently, at
a training weekend where,
for a time of Q & A, he
answered every question the
young people put to him.
We would encourage our
young people to remember:
his wife, Mrs Joan Cairns;
his son, Frank; daughter-
in-law, Whitney; and their
children, in their time of
grieving for one who loved
them dearly. Proverbs 10:7:
“The memory of the just is
blessed.” m

e are thankful to the Lord that,
even during a rise in Covid-19
infections in November 2020,

we were able to proceed with our planned
President and Committee election in an
online Zoom meeting.

Rev David Brown, who has held the
office of President for almost six years,
indicated previously he would not be
standing for re-election. We are very
grateful for the years of service he has
given to the Council. When Rev Brown
was elected President in March 2015,

he emphasised that the Youth Council’s
goal is to evangelise, encourage and
equip young people, so they can serve
the Lord. We have been blessed to have
witnessed that over and over again in the
lives of many teenagers and young adults
throughout his tenure.

On election night, we were thankful

to have almost twenty of our churches
represented and we appreciated the help
given by Rev Ian Harris, a past President
of the Youth Council, who joined to
assist with the vote.

During the meeting, Rev Paul Foster
was elected to be the next President of

the Youth Council. We look forward to
his leadership and trust that he will see a
great work done for the Lord among the
young people of our denomination.

A new Youth Council Committee was
also elected. The Youth Council is made
up of 10 local areas, each of which require
an area representative. Many of the area
representatives were willing to stand
again and the delegates were happy to
nominate, propose and vote them into
their positions. We are delighted to
welcome Mr Richard Edwards, who joins
the committee representing the West.
Richard replaces Mr Mark Crawford, who
has been a faithful representative and an
asset to the committee for over four years.

The Youth Council was formed in

1974 by Dr Alan Cairns in an effort

to coordinate and combine the efforts

of the Free Presbyterian Youth. If

your church does not currently send

a delegation to the Youth Council
meetings, we would encourage you to get
your local church involved in the work
we do. We are here to support your
church through local and national events
and activities to cultivate spiritual growth
among young people. B

FPCYOUTH.ORG



A Word to Women

1848 - 1915

biographies of great Christian men and women. point in his life.

Christian heroes often choose to give up riches,
comfort, popularity etc. so that they might win Christ and be Mary was naturally a shy and self-effacing person, but she
found in Him (Philippians 3:7-10). Our heroine had none felt she could not do enough for the One who had done so
of these to give the Lord, but Mary Slessor gave herself much for her. “God was very real to her. To think that behind

We cannot fail to be challenged as we read the saved. The youth was ever thankful for what was a turning

wholeheartedly to the Lord and to His service. all the strain and struggle and show of the world there was
a Personality, not a thought or a dream, not something
Mary was born into a very humble home in she could not tell what, in space she knew not

Aberdeen. Her mother was a patient and pious
woman, but her father was an alcoholic.
Losing his job because of drunkenness,

Mr Slessor moved his growing family to
Dundee, where workers were needed

in the mills. However, what he earned
seldom made it home and the Slessors lived
from hand to mouth, with the pawn shop a
necessary aid to survival. Mary began working
in the mill when she was eleven, working half a

where, but One who was actual and close to
her, overflowing with love and compassion,
ready to listen to her, to lead, guide and
strengthen her — it was marvellous” (W. P.
Livingstone).

Missionary endeavour marked the church

and the Slessors read the reports from
distant lands and never missed an opportunity
to hear a missionary speaker. Mrs Slessor hoped

day and receiving some schooling in the other half. that her son John would be a missionary but, on
Tension in the home eased when her father died but Mary his early death, Mary began to wonder if she could take
became the main breadwinner and would remain so while his place. In 1874, the news of David Livingstone’s death
she had surviving family. stirred the flame of missionary fervour for many, including

Mary. With her mother’s blessing, she offered herself to the
Mary described herself as, “a wild lassie” until warned of the Foreign Mission Board and, after just a few months, was

horrors of hell by a neighbour. Unable to sleep, she found sailing to the Calabar (Nigeria).
forgiveness of sins through repentance and faith. Mary

would not use her neighbour’s method of evangelism, but A more unlikely person to become a missionary
she would become a fruitful soul winner. extraordinaire could hardly be found than Mary Slessor.

However, God takes the foolish things to confound the wise,
Despite long working hours and a considerable walk to the weak things to confound the mighty and the things which
church, Mary attended all the meetings faithfully. Availing are not to bring to nought the things that are (1 Corinthians
of books from the church library, she used any free time to 1:27- 28). Be encouraged that there is no one who God
read — on one occasion she was still reading when the factory cannot use. M To be continued.

horn summoned her to work! Mary taught Sunday School

and fearlessly sought to bring local rough youngsters under

the gospel. Confronted by a youth swinging a lead ball on a [ Olive Maxwell

rope, she stood her ground even when the ball grazed her lived and worked as a missionary in Cork for over twenty
forehead. Surprised and impressed the youth and his gang years. She is married to Colin who serves with the Mission
came to the meeting. He and some of his companions were Board, mostly in the Republic of Ireland.
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Remembering
the Sick

€€ THE PRESSURES
OF THIS MODERN
AGE SEEM TO BE
TAKING THEIR
TOLLUPON OUR
HEALTH... IN SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCES,
THE CHRISTIAN
HAS OPPORTUNITY
TO MINISTERTO
OTHERS. %)

one of us need to be reminded
Nthat sickness is an ever present

reality. We may be suffering
personally, be watching a loved one
suffer, be aware of a work colleague
who is suffering, or have concerns
about a brother or sister in Christ
who is suffering. The term disease is
often used to refer to any condition
that causes pain, dysfunction,
distress, social problems or death
to the person afflicted. Death due
to disease is called death by natural
causes. There are four main types of
disease: infectious diseases, deficiency
diseases, hereditary diseases (including
both genetic diseases and non-genetic
hereditary diseases) and physiological
diseases.

The Bible tells us where and when
sickness and disease entered the
world in Romans 5:12, “Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death
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passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” The historic account of this
event takes us back to Genesis and
the Garden of Eden. Genesis 2:17
records God saying to Adam, “But
of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die.” When Adam sinned
against God’s word, he was told,
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return” (Genesis 3:19).

The Child’s Catechism reminds us
that, as a result of sin, our first parents
“were doomed to sorrow, toil and
death, and driven from the garden.”
The punishment for sin is physical,
spiritual and eternal death. The only
One who can deliver us from the
consequences of our sin is the Lord
Jesus Christ, “Therefore as by the
offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by
the righteousness of one the free gift
came upon all men unto justification
of life” (Romans 5:18).

The pressures of this modern age
seem to be taking their toll upon
our health. Increasingly, people feel
the need to have successful careers,
financial security, grand homes,
expensive cars, exclusive holidays
and so on. Some have paid for these
luxuries with their health - suffering
burn out, break downs and a collapse
of their health.



The crisis caused by the Coronavirus
has accentuated the problem. There
has been an increase in mental health
difficulties. People are stressed over
existing health problems that are not
being addressed, check-ups that are
being cancelled, as well as tests and
operations that are not being carried
out. Those who are in hospital are
worried because of restrictions on
visits from family and friends. Frail and
vulnerable patients are undergoing
surgery without loved ones being able
to visit to reassure them of their love
and prayers. Senior citizens in nursing
homes are not able to have frequent
visits from their nearest and dearest.

In such circumstances, the Christian
has opportunity to minister to others.

INTERCESSION

Prayer must never be neglected. God’s
people should pray for themselves and
for others. James counsels, “Is any
among you afflicted? let him pray”.
“And the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up”
(James 5:13, 15).

Consider also the intercession of Elijah,
“And he cried unto the LORD”; “And
the LORD heard the voice of Elijah;
and the soul of the child came into him
again, and he revived” 1 Kings 17:20,
22). These verses teach us that it is
right to pray. It says of the Lord Jesus
that, when He was in agony in the
Garden of Gethsemane, “He prayed
more earnestly.” We should pray with
greater emphasis and earnestness for
those whom we know to be in agony of
body and soul.

If we believe in the power of prayer,
then we must pray. The midweek
prayer meeting is a good place to
remind God’s people of the sick
who need our prayers. It is always an
encouragement to the suffering saints
when they hear of the prayer support
of their brethren and sisters. Even
unsaved family members are touched
when they discover that the church
is praying for their loved ones who
are sick. This is a good testimony -
something that we should all be aiming
for.

€€ MINISTERING TO THE
SICK AND SUFFERING IS

AN IMPORTANT PART OF
CHRISTIAN LIVING. LET US
PRAY FOR GRACE TO BE
TENDER, COMPASSIONATE
AND CARING. Y9

INSPIRATION

We should seek to inspire and
encourage those who are sick. In doing
so, we are following in the footsteps
of caring friends and the Lord Jesus,
as recorded in the New Testament.
Friends brought the sick to Christ
because they knew that Christ cared,
and they knew that He was able to heal.
The Saviour was full of compassion.
“And Jesus went forth, and saw a
great multitude, and was moved with
compassion toward them, and he
healed their sick” (Matthew 14:14).

It is vital that we remind the sick that
the Lord is moved with compassion
towards them. What better news could
a sick person hear than that the Lord
Jesus cares for them? In the same
way that pointing the sinner to Christ
is pointing them to the One who can
save, so pointing the sick to Christ is
pointing them to the One who can
heal. Many people are comforted
in their sickness that they are under
the care of a skilled consultant. How
much more assurance is derived from
the knowledge that we are under the
watchful eye of the almighty, loving
Son of God?

Numbers 21:8 “And the LORD
said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery
serpent, and set it upon a pole: and
it shall come to pass, that every one
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it,
shall live.” Albert Barnes commenting
on this verse, noted, “In the serpent
of brass, harmless itself, but made
in the image of the creature that is
accursed above others, the Christian
fathers rightly see a figure of Him
who though holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, was yet made
sin, and made a curse for us. And the
eye of faith fixed on Him beholds the
manifestation at once of the deserts of
sin, of its punishment imminent and
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deprecated, and of the method of its
remission devised by God Himself.”
Looking to Christ is always the answer.

INTERVENTION

Intervening and supporting the sick
in whatever way we can is also very
beneficia. When the Amalekites
attacked Ziklag and carried off its
inhabitants, including David’s family,
the Lord’s servant pursued them. 1
Samuel 30:11-13 records of that time,
“And they found an Egyptian in the
field, and brought him to David, and
gave him bread, and he did eat; and
they made him drink water; And they
gave him a piece of a cake of figs,
and two clusters of raisins: and when
he had eaten, his spirit came again to
him: for he had eaten no bread, nor
drunk any water, three days and three
nights. And David said unto him, To
whom belongest thou? and whence art
thou? And he said, I am a young man
of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite;
and my master left me, because three
days agone I fell sick.” The kindness
of David and his men toward this sick
man resulted in David obtaining vital
information that led to the rescue of
his family.

The Lord can and does reward our
kindness to the sick. If we can assist
them with the preparation of meals,
household chores or other necessities,
the Lord will not be unmindful of the
labour of love.

Ministering to the sick and suffering is
an important part of Christian living.
Let us pray for grace to be tender,
compassionate and caring, always
looking unto Christ as the perfect
example. ®

[ Rev S Murray,
Portavogie Free Presbyterian Church.



The

Welsh
Revival

y initial thought when asked
to write this article was,
“Which Welsh revival?”

Wales has been the scene of many
notable movements of God’s Spirit,
but the best known is the one that
spanned 1904-1905. Yet, even before
that date, there was a decided work

of God going on, a work that had a
zenith-like effect in the events of those
two remarkable years.

BACKGROUND

The Wales of the preceding half
century was a mixture of the good and
the profane. Like many parts of Great
Britain, Wales had experienced the
power of God in 1859. Every decade
thereafter saw discernible revivals,
some localised, others covering larger
parts of the country. In addition,
evangelistic movements, like the
Forward Movement, appeared. The
Forward Movement began as it was
apparent that the non-Welsh speakers,
of whom there were many due to the
influx of workers from outside the
country at a time of industrialisation,
were not being reached. John Pugh

in Tredegar, and other evangelists
such as Frank and Seth Joshua, were
soon exercising telling ministries from
Cardiff, to Neath and throughout the
South Wales’ valleys. Many churches
were established through the work of
the Movement, some of which remain
to this day.

However, it was also a time of
declension. Theological liberalism
had penetrated the Bible colleges and
not a few churches. Higher criticism,
which undermined the inspiration
and confidence in the Scriptures, was
making inroads in Christian thinking.
Evolutionary thinking was modern
and popular, with some accepting it as
fact. Many tried to marry the theory
of evolution to their theology, thereby
delivering the monster of a new view
of man and salvation. A need existed
for a fresh move of God that would
push back the encroachment of such
error.
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BEGINNINGS

It is not really possible to pinpoint the
beginning of the revival. However, it has
been recognised that if such a point can
be found it would probably be in New
Quay, West Wales, some twenty-five
miles south of Aberystwyth. Joseph
Jenkins was the Calvinistic Methodist
minister there. Together with his
nephew, John Thickens, he was troubled
by evidence of spiritual decline in

the churches. He felt the preaching,
his own included, was more ethical
than evangelical. After a proposal

to the presbytery, conferences were
planned on the theme of deepening



the spiritual life. The first conference
was held in the New Year of 1904.
Several months later a young woman,
Florrie Evans, was converted. The
next Lord’s Day, at the youth meeting
after the morning service, Jenkins
asked anyone present to testify of
their spiritual experience. Florrie
rose and said, “I love the Lord Jesus
with all my heart.” This simple and
sincere expression brought about the
most remarkable impact; the sense of
God’s presence became intense.

When Seth Joshua arrived in
September of that year, he discovered
“a remarkable revival spirit”. He
noted, “I have never seen the power
of the Holy Spirit so powerfully
manifested among the people as

at this place just now.” From New
Quay, Seth Joshua went to Newcastle
Emlyn and Blaenannerch for another
series of meetings. Evan Roberts, a
young man preparing for the ministry,
was present. Roberts had been
exercised about serving God for many
years but had just recently taken the
step to apply for training. No sooner
had he arrived at Newcastle Emlyn
than he felt the need to return home
to Loughor. Seth Joshua’s closing
prayer at one meeting had affected
him in particular — “O Lord, bend
us”. These words would remain with
Roberts.

Roberts asked to be allowed to return
home. Concern had grown within
him for his home church, Moriah, and
especially the young people. Having
been granted leave, he arrived in the
closing days of October 1904. He
asked and was allowed to address a
specially arranged youth meeting on
the Monday evening after the prayer
meeting. Roberts testified of his recent
experience and the work of God at
New Quay and Newcastle Emlyn. He
urged the seventeen young people
present to seek the Lord for His
blessing. Although a hard meeting,
he persevered and by the end of that
week and into the next, God began to
stir the hearts of many.

Evan Roberts’ ministry lasted only
one year. He travelled across South

Wales, but the effects were the same
from town to town, and from valley

to valley. His initial burden was for
100,000 souls. Whether or not an
exact number of the fruit from that
year could be counted is hard to say.
But, undoubtedly, a significant impact
was made.

Several components can be identified
from the revival of 1904-05.

A longing for more

Movements of God’s Spirit were
not uncommon in the previous
years. The influence of 1859 had
not been lost entirely. Yet ministers
and congregations longed for more
of God, more reality, and more
power. Consequently, men like
John Jenkins realised the need for
change personally and in the church
generally.

A looking for souls

Evangelistic labour had already begun
well before 1904. Such activity did
not begin or end with the revival
period. The church experienced

a fervency about winning souls to
Christ. Whether these came from the
‘churched’ or the ‘unchurched’ was
not the issue. Souls from all walks of
life needed to be saved.

A love for the Saviour

Florrie Evan’s confession expressed
the heart of the revival. The people
loved the Saviour whom they had
come to know in a deep, personal,
and real way. Nothing was more
significant and meaningful in their
hard lives than the Lord Jesus
Christ.

A labour for the Spirit

Even before he was revived
personally, Evan Roberts earnestly
sought the Lord. Early he had been
told how it would be terrible for the
Lord to come in blessing, only for
him to be absent. So, he determined
“I will have the Spirit”. He later
testified, “And through all weather,
and in spite of all difficulties, I went
to the meetings...Prayer meeting
Monday evening; prayer meeting
Tuesday at Pisgah; Church meeting
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Wednesday; Band of Hope Thursday;
class Friday evening...for ten or
eleven years I have prayed for a
revival.” This was no short-lived
feeling. It wasn’t a passing fad. It was
a deep-felt longing that resulted in
hard-sought labouring.

AFTERMATH

Critics have charged the revival

with many things, claiming it was
counterfeit, weak, and emotionally
driven. Certainly, there were some
matters that would raise eyebrows.
Unlike the contemporary work of the
Forward Movement where preaching
was solid and unwavering (something
true of the revivals of the previous
decades), meetings were sometimes
devoid of preaching of any kind.

An emphasis was placed on singing
and manifestations attributed to

the Holy Spirit with the result that
Pentecostalism emerged as result.

Yet whatever the apparent failings,
lives were changed. A local Merthyr
man converted at that time, was still
fervently preaching the gospel in

the open air and leading children’s
meetings over 25 years later in the
1930’s. Sadly, those who knew the
power of God of that time are no
longer with us. But God is still with
us, and His power can work as truly
in the twenty-first century as it did at
the opening of the twentieth. Let our
prayer be: “Oh that thou wouldest
rend the heavens, that thou wouldest
come down, that the mountains
might flow down at thy presence”
(Isaiah 64:1).m

& Rev N Smyth,
Merthyr Tydfil, Wales.
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of Lockdown

hen lockdown came,

Rev David Park felt

prompted by the Lord to
presentvideocasts each day. These
proved to be of help to those who
watched them through WhatsApp
and Facebook. Several people
came to know Christ as Saviour;
many others spoke of the blessing
received.

Missionary Board member and
Council  representative, = Mr
Eric Graham suggested putting
these talks into print and, after
consultation, the first one hundred
were selected. Appreciation is
expressed to Mr Graham and

the Missionary Council for their
encouragement in carrying this
production forward, and the
Lisburn church for financing
the printing costs. The desire in
going to print is that the Lord
will be glorified. Speaking of
the publication, Rev Park noted,
“Just at the time when this book
was being sent to the publisher,
Dr Alan Cairns went home to be
with his Saviour. I am honoured
that he wrote the foreword to this
publication.”

The proceeds of the book will
go entirely towards the feeding of
70 orphans in India.

with the Gospel

or the past several months, Rev

David Park (Mission Board

secretary) has had the privilege
of preaching the Gospel, almost every
week, to a group in Pakistan. Those
being reached are mostly Hindu tribal
people, with some Muslim individuals,
in remote, desert areas. The preaching
is conducted through a phone video
link-up. A dear sister, Deep, who comes
from a converted Hindu background,
has a deep burden to reach her people
with the message of Christ.

After the presentation of the Gospel, a
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Books can be purchased through
your Missionary Council rep or
directly from Rev David Park.

T: 07725207755

E: revdavidpark@gmail.com.
£10 per copy (RRP £14.99)
plus £2.50 P&P.

WE REJOICE
THAT SEVERAL
PEOPLE HAVE
PROFESSED FAITH
IN CHRIST AS
SAVIOUR.

simple meal called ‘Biryani,” a popular
dish in Pakistan and throughout the
Indian subcontinent, is provided for
the congregation. The meal is most
welcome as most of the congregation
are poor people working in conditions
of slavery to Muslim landlords.

We rejoice that several people
have professed faith in Christ as
Saviour. Please pray that the entrance
of God’s Word will continue to give
light in this dark, idolatrous region of
the world - in a country dominated by
Islam.
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e are thankful to the Lord for contacts

in the great subcontinent of India, with

its 1.3 billion population. One of our
contacts has the opportunity to travel to various
parts of India, often journeying several hundred
miles, to help in the work of evangelism and
encourage pastors in the ministry of the Gospel. We
are thankful to the Lord that, through another
brother and him, we have opportunities to help
with the work of Christ’s kingdom. Please pray for
these ongoing labours for the Saviour in the land
where the founder of modern missions, William
Carey, laboured over 200 years ago. William Carey
declared famously, “Expect great things from God,
attempt great things for God.
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Top & right:
Following the lifting
of certain Covid-19
restrictions the Lord’s
Day morning worship
service and mid-week
prayer meeting have
recommenced at the
church in Uganda.
Rev G Ferguson is
pictured preaching
via Zoom.

Above: Emmanuel Christian School has re-opened for several Above: A shipping container has been converted
classes following a period of lockdown due to Covid-19. into new offices for Emmanuel Christian School.
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Open Air

and Colin Maxwell have teamed up to
take the Gospel to the towns and cities of
Northern Ireland. Regular meetings and missions
were suspended due to Covid-19, but open-
air preaching has provided another avenue of

In recent months, missionaries Noel Shields

ministry. Please pray for these brethren as they
seek to spread the glorious news of the Gospel

during the winter months. =

Book Appeal

CHRISTIAN BOOKS AND BIBLES ARE REQUIRED
FOR THE BOOKSHOPS IN KENYA H

All books and Bibles (new and used) can be given to
Missionary Council Representatives

Office: Chairman: Secretary: Treasurer:

Mrs Glenda Graham, Rev Ian Harris, Rev David Park, Mr Alastair Hamilton,

3 Carrigenagh Road, 23a Moneydaragh Road, 55 Market Street, 37A Ballymacvea Road,
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE Annalong, BT34 4TY Ballymoney, BT53 6ED Kells, Ballymena BT42 3NH
T: 028 4176 5574 T: 028 4376 8040 T: 028 2766 2039 T: 078 6061 6302
office@fpcmission.org rev.harris@fpcmission.org hebronfpc@btconnect.com a.hamilton@fpcmission.org

STAY UP TO DATE AT it ie FPCMISSION.ORG




Song of Solomon 1:4
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e will be glad and

rejoice in Thee.

We will not open

the gates of the year to the
dolorous notes of the sackbut,
but to the sweet strains of the

harp of joy, and the high-sounding cymbals
of gladness. “O come, let us sing unto the
Lord: let us make a joyful noise unto the
rock of our salvation.” We, the called and
faithful and chosen, we will drive away our
griefs, and set up our banners of confidence
in the name of God. Let others lament over
their troubles, we who have the sweetening
tree to cast into Marah’s bitter pool, with
joy will magnify the Lord. Eternal Spirit, our
effectual Comforter, we who are the temples
in which Thou dwellest, will never cease from
adoring and blessing the name of Jesus. We
WILL, we are resolved about it, Jesus must
have the crown of our heart’s delight; we will
not dishonour our Bridegroom by mourning
in His presence. We are ordained to be the
minstrels of the skies, let us rehearse our

b
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everlasting anthem before we sing it in the
halls of the New Jerusalem. We will BE
GLAD AND REJOICE: two words with
one sense, double joy, blessedness upon
blessedness. Need there be any limit to our
rejoicing in the Lord even now? Do not
men of grace find their Lord to be camphire
and spikenard, calamus and cinnamon even
now, and what better fragrance have they in
heaven itself? We will be glad and rejoice
IN THEE. That last word is the meat in
the dish, the kernel of the nut, the soul of
the text. What heavens are laid up in Jesus!
What rivers of infinite bliss have their source,
aye, and every drop of their fullness in Him!
Since, O sweet Lord Jesus, Thou art the
present portion of Thy people, favour us this
year with such a sense of Thy preciousness,
that from its first to its last day we may be
glad and rejoice in Thee. Let January open
with joy in the Lord, and December close
with gladness in Jesus.

Charles H. Spurgeon

Entrance Examinations for prospective candidates for the Theological Course at
the Whitefield College for the year beginning September 2021 will take place at
the Whitefield College on the following dates:

Whitefield
College
of the Bible

Entrance
Examinations

Monday 1 March 19.00 English Grammar
Tuesday 2 March 19.00 English Language & Expression
Wednesday 3 March 19.00 History

Candidates must report by 18.50 and are expected to provide their own writing
paper. All candidates should forward the Entrance Examination Fee
of £35 (for each subject) before 10 February 2021 to:

Whitefield College of the Bible, 356 Ravenhill Road, Belfast BT6 8GL
E: whitefieldcollege @icloud.com (Email for Bank Transfer details)
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