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I

write these words in the midst of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Stringent
measures, including the closure of
places of worship, have been imposed
in an attempt to halt the spread of the
disease and save lives. Our daily routines
have been dramatically changed, and
we face unprecedented challenges. The
Christian can view these testing times
through the perfect Word of God and rest
in God’s unassailable sovereignty. God’s
ways are perfect, and He is ordering all
things for His own glory and for the good
of His church. God speaks at times like
this, and it behoves the church to consider
His message. Is He not calling His people
to repentance and reformation? Nothing
happens by accident in a world governed
by God; and it is no accident that our
minds and hearts have been turned to the
solemn words of 2 Chronicles 7:13, 14, “If
I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or
if I command the locusts to devour the
land, or if I send pestilence among my
people; If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.” There are great mercies
at this present time also. The closure of
churches has compelled us to utilise other
means of preaching. Live broadcasts or
messages delivered through social media
have become common; and many unsaved,
who have been absent from church
services, are now hearing the gospel in
their own homes. Eternity will reveal the
impact of this extended ministry. There
are opportunities to serve and minister to
others. Pastoral care has never been more
important. The elderly and ill have been
forced into isolation, and an encouraging
word from another Christian has meant
so much to them. This should not cease
when the present crisis passes. Believers
can rejoice that our Heavenly Father is
on the throne, and we must pray for the
revival of the church and that the careless
and Christ-less are brought to a saving
knowledge of the Lord of glory.
V Editor
editor@fpvision.org

Devotional

must remember that we are called to
minister in the 21st century and in our
generation. Yesterday is not better
than today for us. Furthermore, God
has given us gifts today, and He will
gift us the necessary grace to prevail if
we but ask. In His great wisdom, God
has inserted us into the challenges of
this time; we are lights for the sinful
world in which we live presently.

Halcyon
Days

Paul reminds us Christ was born in
“the fullness of time”, and yet what
a peculiar time it was, with the iron
legs of Imperial Rome marching all
over Israel. In a certain sense, every
Christian is like Esther; we have
come to the kingdom “for such a
time as this”. Elijah was the man to
counter Ahab and Jezebel. Paul was
the right man in the right place to
face Nero. Paul did not allow himself
nostalgia; he was “forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before” constantly . Paul was a man
of the future.

“Say not thou,
What is the cause that
the former days were
better than these? for
thou dost not enquire
wisely concerning this.”
Ecclesiastes 7:10

T

oo much nostalgia is not wise.
Solomon knew we are prone
to looking back continually
and wishing, like those who never
remember rain on childhood
summer holidays, for the “good, old
days”. While we are thankful for the
1859 revival, the blessings in our land
under the ministry of W P Nicholson
and the times of refreshing - in the
1960s -when Dr Paisley preached to
a packed Ulster Hall, we must take
heed to Solomon’s words.
He has counsel for those who ask,
“Why was it so much better years
ago?” He insists, “…Thou dost not
enquire wisely…” We are grateful
to God for His past blessings but
3

Consider the successes and setbacks
of Daniel: he was raised in Israel,
yet taken to Babylon; promoted
to President, yet neglected by
Belshazzar; promoted again and
conspired against; and, eventually,
he ruled right at the top of two great
World Empires, doing what few – if
any – have ever done. Daniel did
not sit reminiscing over past days in
Israel. Daniel was a man of faith and
engaged in present service fully.
It is easy to sit back and say we are
not in the “good, old days”. Let us
not do that. Let us look to our God
and the future, holding to the words
of Solomon, “Better is the end of a
thing than the beginning thereof: and
the patient in spirit is better than the
proud in spirit” (Ecclesiastes 7:8).
V Rev M Lecky,
Cookstown Free Presbyterian Church.

Why
do we have a
Sunday
Evening
service?

T

he practice of holding a Sunday
evening service has completely
disappeared in many churches.
Those who do keep an evening service
have found that attendance is usually
in decline. In light of this, we need
to consider whether the practice
of holding both a morning and an
evening service is simply a tradition or
something to be carefully guarded.
Those who question the necessity
of attendance at an evening service
often argue that believers in other
parts of the world only gather once
on the Lord’s Day. I have had the
privilege of worshipping with such
believers in Africa, South America
and Asia. One soon realises that the
absence of an evening service is out

We find the ‘morning
and evening’
pattern of worship
illustrated by
the fact that God
commanded there
be a morning and an
evening sacrifice
(Exodus 29).
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of necessity and not a choice. Often
the believers can only gather once
due to distance or dangers of night
travel. In such circumstances, services
usually are considerably longer than is
our practice. Also, many hold an allage Sunday School and Bible Class in
addition to the worship service.
Some who seek to excuse their absence
from the Lord’s Day evening service
argue that there is no explicit command
in Scripture to hold two services.
However, they ignore the statement
in the Westminster Confession of
Faith: “there are some circumstances
concerning the worship of God, …
which are to be ordered by… Christian
prudence, according to the general
rules of the Word.” A Scriptural and

prudent consideration of the matter
leaves no doubt that, as age, health
and necessary circumstances permit,
believers should endeavour to attend
evening and morning services.

evening service they instructed that,
under pain of censure, all ministers
must hold an evening public service,
even if the only attendees were the
minister’s family!  

It is our duty
It is the pattern outlined in Scripture.
We find the ‘morning and evening’
pattern of worship illustrated by the
fact that God commanded there be
a morning and an evening sacrifice
(Exodus 29). Psalm 92 is the only one
with the superscription, a Psalm or
Song for the sabbath day. It refers in
verse 2 to praising God in the morning
and in the evening. It is suggestive
that the Gospels record resurrection
appearances of Christ to His disciples
in the morning and the evening of the
first day of the week (John 20:1,19).
In the early chapters of Acts, the
disciples attended morning and
evening worship in the temple. Later,
there are references to believers
gathering on the Lord’s Day evening.

It is a delight
The Sabbath was made for man’s
benefit (Mark 2:27). By attendance
at the worship service, we receive a
blessing. God manifests His presence
when His people gather to worship
Him on His Day. If God was in His holy
temple in Old Testament times, He is
undoubtedly in His holy temple today.
His spiritual temple is His people, the

Two services also match the precept
of the Fourth Commandment.
Contrary to what has become popular
in evangelical culture, it is still the
Lord’s Day, not the Lord’s morning,
which we are to keep holy.
Two services have always been the
historic and reformed practice. In the
fourth century, the church historian
Eusebius wrote: ‘throughout the
whole world in the churches of God at
the morning rising of the sun and at
evening hours, hymns, praises… are
offered to God’.
At the time of the Reformation,
the custom of morning and evening
worship was continued in Cranmer’s
Book of Common Prayer.
So important was this second service
to the life of Reformed churches,
that the matter was discussed at great
length by Reformed theologians at the
Synod of Dort (1618-19). They decided
that the second service was something
to be guarded and cherished so that
the Reformed faith might continue
to flourish. Perturbed at reports that
some churches were neglecting the

Our attendance on
Sunday evening makes a
statement to this secular
age. The impact of such
a testimony on families,
colleagues and society
at large cannot be
overstated.
house of the living God (1 Timothy
3:15). We not only gather to sit with
His people under the preaching and
teaching of the Word but to meet
with the Lord Himself. We should
be overcome with gratitude, joy and
anticipation to realise our great God
is already waiting for us to meet with
Him. As we do, He will speak to us
through His word and remind us of His
faithfulness. He will encourage and
strengthen our hearts and reveal more
of His glory. Therefore, we should not
view the evening service grudgingly
but in delightful anticipation. “I was
glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the Lord” (Psalm
122:1).
It is a demonstration
By our attendance, we demonstrate to
the Lord that we love and reverence
Him and therefore we honour His day
and His house, the church.
5

It demonstrates our love and loyalty to
our fellow believers. Hebrews 10 warns
us not to forsake the assembling of
ourselves together. Those who through
circumstances are unable to attend
services can now enjoy, through modern
electronic means, the preaching of the
Word from the comfort of their own
home. The one disadvantage that this
has brought is that it can also provide
an excuse for not going to the evening
service. Staying at home and listening to
a sermon is very ‘me’-centred; Sunday is
not just about you being encouraged but
about you encouraging others. Sunday
evening services give you a second
opportunity to do that. Even your very
presence is an encouragement.
It is a demonstration to the unsaved
that we love the Lord. Our attendance
on Sunday evening makes a statement
to this secular age. The impact of such
a testimony on families, colleagues and
society at large cannot be overstated.
The Lord’s Day is partly designed by
God for this very purpose, that the
reality of our faith may be evident to
the world.
It is a demonstration to the minister.
Dr Martyn Lloyd Jones spoke of the
great encouragement and blessing it
was to go into his pulpit on a winter
evening and see elderly widows
who had made a sacrifice to be in
attendance. Therefore, while we have
no specific command in Scripture that
we must be in attendance at a morning
and evening service, to miss the second
service through apathy is grieving to
the Lord. It is to your detriment, the
detriment of your congregation, and
the detriment of our nation.
It has often been said that we do not
realise the real value of things until
they are taken from us. That has been
true during the Covid-19 pandemic.
The necessary restrictions upon our
public gatherings for worship ought
to make us more determined, that
when as a congregation, we are able
to gather again, we will seek to be in
attendance.
V Rev R Johnstone, (retired)
Newtownards Free Presbyterian Church.

Coronavirus
and the
Christian:

The Rainbow through the Rain

T

he lockdown, as a result of
Covid-19, has generated an
explosion of colourful rainbows
in the front windows of many homes.
It has been refreshing to witness this
child-led, innocent solidarity and
to recapture this Biblical symbol of
promise and hope from the hands
of those who, for many years, have
twisted and truncated it for their own,
evil purposes.
The appearance of these rainbows has
reminded me of lines from George
Matheson’s famous hymn, ‘O Love
That Will Not Let Me Go’:
O joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be.

Though he was looking at a future of
enormous promise, the revelation that
he had a degenerative eye disease that
would eventually blind him shattered
his plans, prompted his fiancée to
break off their engagement and left
George Matheson with a broken heart.

all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose.
For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.”

Still, he was able to “trace the
rainbow” through his personal
rainstorm. He knew the Lord always
has a purpose; everything is reasoned
and planned, and for the very best of
motives.

The seven ‘colours’ in our rainbow
must be:

In our current circumstances, we
must never forget the divine pledge
of Romans 8:28-29 is still in the Bible and when we examine the coronavirus
pandemic through this Biblical lens, we
will be enabled to trace the rainbow
through the rain: “And we know that
6

1. Red - for PRAYER:
It is incredibly sad to observe how our
secularised nation puts little store by
supplication. The last time our United
Kingdom arranged ‘National Days
of Prayer’ in days of crisis was during
World War 2 – regarding Dunkirk in
1940 and because of D-Day in 1944.
However, even the anniversaries of

these events have failed to prompt
our people to consider the fact that
when a nation bows its knees to
God, He honours their prayers and
intervenes powerfully with outstanding
deliverances.
With medical intervention vital
(though, with no known vaccine for this
virus, limited) is it really too much to
call our nation to the kind of repentance
expressed in the words, “Lord, have
mercy on us! Forgive our many sins...”?
Of course, Christ’s church is in the
prime position to pray. To see His own
people in the role of intercessors is what
our Lord expects: “If I… send pestilence
among my people; if my people, which
are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land” (2
Chronicles 7:13-14).

2. Orange - for PROCLAMATION:
The arrival of this pandemic has
opened an effectual door to share the
gospel. It has been most encouraging
to notice the huge increase in the
volume of Biblical material on the
internet, with ministers accepting the
challenge to grapple with technology
and so cause the light of Christ to shine
in this world’s darkness (Matthew
5:16). It has been equally inspiring to
see many of the Lord’s people take the
wonderful opportunity afforded them
to show Christ’s love to others.

– but we, too, have been prompted
to do some basic reckoning about
our Christian lives: to question the
identity of our true treasure and run
a diagnostic test on the reading of our
own hearts – increasingly tied to earth,
or being progressively tuned for heaven
(Matthew 6:19-34)?

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In every change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly
Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful
end.

4. Green - for PATTERN:

6. Indigo - for PARTING:

For the home: An enforced lockdown
has given parents special time to be
with their children. While this is an
undoubted privilege, it also presents a
challenge to ensure, by a godly example,
children are taught how to react to a
crisis in a God-honouring way.

It scarcely needs to be said that
Covid-19 has brought us face to face
with the reality of death. Current – and
cold – statistics at the time of writing
reveal there have been 1,285,285
reported cases of Coronavirus
worldwide, resulting in 70,344 deaths.

For the heart: That this coronavirus
is not designed to drive us away from
God but an instrument in His hand
to draw us closer to Him, is a fact
underlined by the clear connection
that exists between Romans 8:28 and
29; everything that is designed for
our good works ultimately for God’s
glory, drawing us closer to Him and
developing us further in His image:   

That people around us are being
compelled to keep their appointments
with death (Hebrews 9:27) should
prompt the serious inquiry, “Am I
ready to die?” and show us how close,
or distant, we are from the assessment
made by the Puritan preacher, Thomas
Watson: “We spend our years with
sighing; it is a valley of tears; but death
is the funeral of all our sorrows.”

Oh, the pure delight of a single hour
That before Thy throne I spend,
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee,
my God,
I commune as friend with friend!
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessèd Lord…

5. Blue - for PEACE:

3. Yellow - for PRIORITY:

I have noticed numerous references
to Psalm 46:10 since the start of the
Covid-19 outbreak: “Be still, and know
that I am God.”

Due to the virus, the word “essential”
has lodged itself in the centre of our
vocabulary: services, journeys and
exercise are just a few of the terms that
are now glued to this adjective. Not
only have we urged the unsaved to
calculate thus –

Alongside this verse, Rev. Robert
Hawker left the comment: “Yes! Blessed
Jesus! I would be still! Knowing that
Thou art God of Thy church, God of
Thy redeemed, God of the whole earth;
safely may we leave all with Thee, whether
private, public, or personal concerns.”

Have you counted the cost if your soul
should be lost,
Though you gain the whole world for
your own?

If the instruction of Psalm 46:10 can be
practised in our lives we will experience
an abundance of peace, despite the
widespread signs of communal panic:
7

7. Violet - for PAROUSIA
(THE SECOND COMING):
We should not be surprised to see
more events like this pandemic as
our Lord informed us pestilences
and other problems would happen
more frequently in the last days, when
atheism abounds and, generally, people
refuse to acknowledge or appeal to
their Creator (Luke 21:10-11).
While most people have an appetite for
the latest advice to protect them against
the coming of the coronavirus, yet few
give serious thought to Christ’s Second
Coming. Let us not manifest the same
imbalance. Rather, “lift up your heads…
for now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed” and, with both calmness and
joy, pray for grace to trace the various
colours of the rainbow through this rain
(Luke 21:28; Romans 13:11).
V Dr I Brown, Martyrs’ Memorial Free
Presbyterian Church, Belfast

News

Installation of Rev Julian Patterson in
Ballymagerney Free Presbyterian Church
Rev J Patterson (centre front) was installed as the minister of Ballymagerney Free Presbyterian Church on Friday 13th March 2020.

(front L to R) Revs J Armstrong G Dane,
(back L to R) Revs S Miller, P Foster and J Greer.

Hebron Free
Presbyterian Church
Recognises 55 years of
Sunday School teaching

Rev J Patterson is pictured, at his installation service, with the
office-bearers of Ballymagerney Free Presbyterian Church
(L to R), Messers A Doherty, J Capper and W Liggett

Miss Sadie McAuley was recognised by the minister and congregation
of Hebron Free Presbyterian Church for her faithful years in the
Sunday School ministry. It is estimated that between 400 and 500
children have passed through Sadie’s Sunday School Class. She began
teaching at Cabra Free Presbyterian Church and continued when
the church moved to its present site in Ballymoney. Miss McAuley is
pictured with children and office bearers of the congregation.

Moneyslane
Sunday School
Teacher Retires
Mrs Margaret Murray is pictured receiving a retirement
gift from Sunday school superintendent Mr A Megaw (left)
and Rev D Henderson, after 41 years of faithful service.
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News

Presbytery
Delegation meets
the Minister
of State
A delegation of Free Presbyterian
officers and ministers met with
the Minister of State for Northern
Ireland, Mr Robin Walker, MP, on
Monday 2nd March 2020.
After preliminaries, our plan was to
articulate plainly our opposition to the
Government’s recent impositions of
sodomite marriage and abortion on
our country and then, pose a series of
searching questions on these two key
topics.
While the minister stated that the
Northern Ireland Assembly can
take these issues forward and agree
reforms where possible, he claimed
the Government wished to introduce
“a robust system that the executive
will not want to change” and warned
repeatedly, if any change to the law was
attempted that would “move abortion
away from a rights’ basis”, then the

Pictured prior to their meeting with the Minister of State are (L to R) Revs T Murray,
I Brown, R Robinson, G Dane, R Johnstone, J Greer and J Armstrong.

Government would be obliged to step
in and stymie it.

offered to Christian businesses in the
event of “an Asher’s case, mark II”.

While protection for ministers who
refused to participate in anything
other than marriage between a man
and a woman was guaranteed and
assurances were given that all would be
free to preach against sodomy without
interference, the Minister requested
time to seek further clarification when
asked what protections would be

Experience has taught us that while
some may be prepared to “trust in
chariots, and some in horses”, our
resort must be to “remember the name
of the LORD our God … in the name
of our God we will set up our banners”
(Psalm 20:5&7). The day for raising
our banner and engaging in battle on
these issues is by no means over.

Update from
Rev K McLeod

Tandragee
Free Presbyterian
Church Helps NHS

Rev K McLeod, minister of Rasharkin Free Presbyterian
Church recently reported,
“I’m now in my eleventh month since the stroke, and the doctors
seem to be happy with my recovery. According to one doctor,
however, I’m not even halfway through the process. Yet, the
Lord has enabled me to be in attendance at a number of Sunday
services and two nights at our Week of Prayer when I was able to
lead the final meeting. Recently, I preached at our evening service.
I have been asking the Lord to instruct me when I should speak,
and on that particular Sunday the speaker didn’t appear. God
works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform. I managed
to speak for twenty-five minutes. I consider it a miracle! One of
these days I hope to share with you my testimony as to how the
Lord has brought me through these past months.  Thank you so
much for your prayers. Please continue to pray, pleading the
promise of Job 23:10.”
9

In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, Tandragee
Free Presbyterian Church provided funds to
purchase Personal Protective Equipment for
NHS staff working in Craigavon Area Hospital.
Explaining the donation, Rev John Gray, minister
of the congregation, said: “Following a discussion
last week, our church committee took the decision
to donate £50,000 toward the supply of specialist
PPE equipment for frontline staff at Craigavon Area
Hospital. We appreciate the tremendous work of the
NHS staff and the many others across the community
who are playing their part on the frontline, as they
battle this awful virus. We continue to pray and
remember all of our specialist services in these days.”

Compiled by
Robert McConnell

Ward Park
As a child, I always looked forward to my summer holidays at
my Uncle Ken and Auntie Caroline’s house in Bangor. One
of the places we sometimes went to was Ward Park. I loved
going there with its open spaces, duck pond and swings.
Three things always struck me about that place, things that
as I now look back on and think about, contain many spiritual
lessons. It seems as if God was speaking to me through the
things I saw in these gardens.
The Red Brick Building
Over in one part of the park stands a very bland, squareshaped, red brick building. Today it is used by a cycling club,
but during World War Two it was a public air-raid shelter. It
was there to protect people from the bombs that dropped as
wartime Germany tried to destroy the shipyard and the boats
stationed along Belfast Lough. This building reminds me of
Psalm 27:5 where God, in the time of trouble, promises to hide
us in the safety of his pavilion. When attacks come, it is good
to know that God has provided a safe haven for the Christian.  
The War Memorial
The park also has a tall free-standing pillar, in light grey
Portland stone, to commemorate 124 soldiers, sailors
and airmen that made the ultimate

qu

sacrifice by dying for their country during the Great War.
What struck me about the list of names is the fact that there
is a David McConnell and a Robert McConnell included on
the role. Now for those of you that may not know, my father
and I bear these same two names. It’s a strange feeling to see
your name on such a monument as this, a timely reminder
that we are not here for very long. How important it is to be
ready for the day of our departure. The Bible rightly says in
Amos 4:12, “Prepare to meet thy God.”
The Big Gun
A little way down from the war memorial stands a big
gun. As a boy, I used to climb all over its long barrel and
pulled and hauled at the various wheels and levers on it, not
realising that this gun was from a German U-boat. It was
taken from the submarine U-19 which destroyed many ships
off the coast of Ireland during wartime operations. What a
reminder this gun is of sin. Sin is not some plaything, but a
real danger. If it is not dealt with by Christ, it will pull us
down and destroy us forever. The Bible has the answer
to our sin. In 1 John 1:7, we read, “The blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” I wonder if
you have experienced this cleansing in your
heart and life today.

Most of what we talked about in this
article was about wartime. There were
many battles in the Bible.

Using the Bible references provided, find the answers to
the questions below. Finally, rearrange the letters in the
coloured boxes to spell another word to do with war.

Prizes!

Are you 12 or under?
Send your answer, name,
address and church to:

Who killed 1,000 men with the jaw bone
of an ass? Judges 15:16
What was Goliath’s helmet made from?
1 Samuel 17:4-5
Who did Moses get Joshua to fight
against? Exodus 17:9-10
At what city did Israel lose 36 men in
battle? Joshua 7:3-6
Whose land did Israel not go through l
est a war would start? Exodus 13:17
At what stage of life was David at when
he fought Goliath? 1 Samuel 17:42

Rev Garth Wilson

Email: answer@fpvision.org
39 Millreagh Ave, Dundonald,
Belfast, BT16 1TZ

£5 Winners last time

»» Grace Gibson (Portavogie)
»» Annie McClintock (Ballymena)
»» Abigail Blaney (South Grove)
»» Naomi McRoberts (Ardaragh)
»» Abel Aiken (Lisburn)
»» Noah Cahoon (Dromore)
»» Jacsen Abraham (Bethany)
»» James Wilson (Ballymena)

Answer:
Name:
Address:
Church:
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Youth Focus
Compiled by
Rev Garth Wilson

One Step
O

ne thing that has stood out to me
as I’ve studied the life of Elijah is
how he obeyed the will of God. One
question which is asked frequently by
both young people and older people
alike is: ‘how can I know the will of God
for my life?’ Even though Elijah lived
in dark and uncertain times, as we do,
he knew where God wanted him to be,
and what God wanted him to do.
In 1 Kings 17:3, God said to him, “Get
thee hence, and turn thee eastward,
and hide thyself by the brook
Cherith.” Elijah’s response is recorded
in v. 5 “So he went and did according
unto the word of the LORD.” Later,
God said to him, “Arise, get thee to
Zarephath” (1 Kings 17:9) and he
obediently went: “So he arose and
went to Zarephath” (1 Kings 17:10).
I believe, in the life of Elijah, we have
a clear pattern established concerning
God’s will. God always leads His

at a Time

it is God’s will that
we would be marked
out by thankfulness
for all that He has
done for us .

children one step at a time. He
doesn’t give us the full blueprint,
or the full mapped-out-plan, rather
Christ reveals His will in sequence.
We find in 1 Kings that it was when
Elijah obeyed the Lord’s present
plan that he was shown the next
step.
Do you want to know God’s will
for your life? Do you want to be
led by His dear hand? God will
reveal His will for you if you are
obedient to Him.
11

I don’t know what God has in store
for each reader today, but I do know
the things we must be obedient to
right now. God wills that His people
are transformed into the image
of our Saviour (Romans 12:2).
Sanctification is God’s will for His
people (1 Thessalonians 4:3). It is His
will that we search the Scriptures and
feed upon His Word (John 5:39). It
is God’s will that we give ourselves
to prayer continually (Luke 18:1, 1
Thessalonians 5:17). And it is God’s
will that we would be marked out by
thankfulness for all that He has done
for us (1 Thessalonians 5:18).
We might not know what lies ahead,
but we know the things we must
attend to presently. Live in obedience
to God’s Word, and He will lead you
into His will - one step at a time.
V Rev J Moffat,
Bangor Free Presbyterian Church.

Youth Focus

What Is
Your Life?
James 4:14

W

hen I was asked to write this
article, the words of James
4:14 were laid on my heart.
As I write, the Coronavirus pandemic
is dominating every news bulletin,
and the words, written by James
2,000 years ago, appear very timely.
These inspired words have a message
for young and old. We need to take
stock of our lives, think about the true
meaning of life and the fact that we
are not masters of our own destiny.
Robert H Smith has expressed similar
thoughts in his poem:
The clock of life is wound but once,
And no man has the power
To tell just when the hands will stop
At late or early hour.
To lose one’s wealth is sad indeed,
To lose one’s health is more,
To lose one’s soul is such a loss
That no man can restore.
The present only is our own,
So live, love, toil with a will,
Place no faith in ‘Tomorrow,’
For the Clock may then be still.

God’s definition of life
James says our life is a vapour; it
appears for a little time and then
disappears. It lacks substance and is
fragile. There is a multitude of ways
in which our lives may be abruptly cut
off: heart disease, stroke, accident,
cancer, war, other problems or
illnesses. At the present time, the
pandemic is claiming many lives, and,
in the past, multitudes were carried
away by the Black Death and such-like
plagues. Aside from the fragility and
uncertainty of life, there is its brevity.
Young people have little conception
of how swiftly the years speed by. In
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Psalm 90, Moses tells us that we spend
our years as a tale that is told. The
story teller can cover all the highlights
of a life in an hour or less, and that
is what life looks like in review. Even
the longest life is nothing when set in
the scale of eternity. James’ statement
that life vanishes away (or disappears)
doesn’t mean that death is the end
of existence, simply that, as far as
the deceased is concerned, there will
be no return to the present type of
existence. That is a solemn thought
and should make us realise the need
to prepare for what comes after, and

to seek the only one who can save us
from our sins, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Man’s view of life is often
at variance with God’s
definition
In James 4, James addresses those
who seem very confident about their
future and their ability to prosper in
the world. He says they talk about
going here and there, spending a year
somewhere, and making a handsome
profit. In those days, merchants
roved from place to place trading in
various goods. Many great cities such
as Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, and
others were visited. Albert Barnes,
quoting from the Pictorial Bible, says:
“The practice, to which the apostle here
alludes, is very common in the East to
this day, among a very respectable and
intelligent class of merchants. They
convey the products of one place to
some distant city, where they remain
until they have disposed of their own
goods and have purchased others
suitable for another distant market; and
thus the operation is repeated, until,
after a number of years, the trader is
enabled to return prosperously to his
home.”

we will go into such a city, and
continue there a year, and buy and
sell, and get gain.” The expression
“Go to now” has been described by
Adam Clarke as meaning ‘Come, and
hear what I have to say’. Matthew
Henry says it is addressed to those
disregardful of providence, and is
an old way of speaking, designed to
engage attention. God is sending
out a very powerful warning that life
is not under our control, and it is
sinful to leave Him out of our plans
and ambitions. Later James states,
“Ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live, and do this, or that.” This
is where we get our expression “DV”
from. The expression is from the
Latin Deo Volente and simply means
‘God Willing’. In all our planning for
the future, we ought to think “DV”.
We don’t have to say it every time we
have plans, but it should always be in
our thinking.

there can be no going back from that
point. James concludes his description
of life with a rather strange statement
in v. 17, “Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not,
to him it is sin.’ Once we have been
challenged regarding our view of
life and have seen our obligation to
surrender all to God, there can be
no going back from that point. We
cannot unlearn what we have learned
- there can be no plea of ignorance.
This statement also has implications
for unsaved people. When you know
the gospel, you are in a different
category to those who have never
heard the name of Christ. If you reject
the Son of God, your condemnation
will be much more severe than that of
the heathen who know nothing of the
message of saving grace.

The same warning applies in Psalm
30. David said in his prosperity, “I
shall never be moved.” The next thing
he said is, “Thou didst hide thy face,
and I was troubled.” God can very
easily, for our good, cause our world
to come tumbling down around us.

One of the
great failings
The story teller can cover all the
of the rich
highlights of a life in an hour or less.
farmer
Even the longest life is nothing
mentioned
when set in the scale
by Christ
in Luke 12
of eternity.
was in his
forward
planning;
he had no
Christ said in Matthew 11 that it
thought
would be more tolerable for Tyre and
for the divine will or what God
Sidon in the day of Judgment than
required him to do with his prosperity.
for Chorazin and Bethsaida, where
No wonder God called him a fool.
most of His mighty works had been
Surely no one would wish to follow
witnessed. If a dangerous fault has
in his steps. We should never become
been discovered in a vehicle and the
complacent about the future or boast
driver ignores the warning, only to be
about what we are going to do with
involved in a fatal accident as a result,
our lives. In James 4:16, James tells
the driver is criminally responsible
us that all boasting about our plans,
many times over. The same principle
without submission to the will of God,
holds good when God enlightens us to
is evil. Young people, find out what
the danger of rejecting the gospel.
God wants you to do with your life and
surrender all your plans and ambitions
Let us remember that we are God’s
to His control. Remember, if He is
creatures and must at the last give
not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.
answer to Him as to how we have
If your attitude is wrong in this regard,
spent the time He has allotted us in
then you must truly consider whether
this world.
you really belong to the Saviour.

In James 4:13, God declares, “Go to
now, ye that say, To day or to morrow

No going back
When we see that God is in control,

These people were complacent
and thought themselves to be selfsufficient. They had no thought of
their own mortality or dependence
on God. This is very different from
the way God describes life. There is a
temptation for the young and healthy,
even those who belong to Christ, to
imbibe something of the same spirit.
God tells such people that they have
no guarantee of life and, even if they
should live long, no guarantee that
their business ventures would be
successful. They might just as easily
lose everything.
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V Rev G Ferguson, (retired) London
Free Presbyterian Church.
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Youth Council
Announcements
To extend Christ’s Kingdom and develop
Christian character amongst the Youth.

Autumn Evenings
of Prayer

Local Outreaches
Newcastle
Air Show, 20 June

All services at 8.00pm

Portrush
Air Show, 5 Sept (tbc)

Mid Down
16 Oct, Banbridge FPC
Rev D Smith

Portrush
Open Air, July
Lurgan SHow
6 June, 10:30am

South Down
+ Mid Ulster
9 Oct, Mullaglass FPC
Mr S Anderson

Fun Night
Magherafelt, Aug/Sept

North West
23 Oct, Coleraine FPC
Rev R Higginson

Summer Camp
Greenhill YMCA
3 - 7 August
Cost: £195

South West
6 Nov, Tullyvallen FPC
Rev G Middleton
Greater Belfast
& North Down
Gospel Meeting
30 Oct, Martyrs Mem. FPC
Dr I Brown

National
September
Rally
11 September
Lurgan FPC

North &
South Antrim
30 Oct, Rasharkin FPC

Leadership
Training
Seminar

West
9 Oct, Castlederg FPC
Dr L Wilson

November

Stay up to Date at

fpcyouth.org
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A Word to Women

Margaret MacLachlan
and
Margaret Wilson
O

n the eleventh of May 1685, a
young woman of eighteen and
a widow aged seventy years
were led from a dismal prison cell to
be tied to stakes “at the mouth of the
Blednoch stream, and there to stand
till the flood overflowed them, and
[they] drowned”. Margaret Wilson
and Margaret MacLachlan were
not hardened criminals but faithful
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Church of Scotland, established
in 1560, was Presbyterian and held
that Christ alone was the Head of the
Church. However, in 1660, an act was
passed in Scotland recognising King
Charles II’s authority in both civil and
religious matters. This was followed by
the re-establishment of Episcopalian
prelacy. Hundreds of ministers were
ejected from their churches and
began to preach in the open air at
field meetings. Those who refused
to accept the prelacy were known as
Covenanters, a term derived from their
adherence to the National Covenant of
1638 resisting the imposition of a new
Prayer Book. Some took up the sword
to defend their freedom of worship as
the persecution grew. The government
forces were cruel and ruthless in their
pursuit of any who refused to swear
the Oath of Abjuration. Twenty-eight
years of persecution claimed around
eight hundred lives, with the most
intense persecution (“The Killing
Times”) being from 1684 to 1685. It

was during this period that Margaret
MacLachlan and Margaret Wilson
were taken prisoner, tried, found guilty
and sentenced to death by drowning.

present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

As the water went over her head, the
On the day of execution, Margaret
soldiers roughly hauled her up and
MacLachlan was tied in a place
asked her to pray for the King as
where the younger Margaret Wilson
supreme over all persons. She affirmed
could witness her death. Those who
that she would pray for the salvation
carried out the execution thought
of all men. Plunged beneath the water
the women would yield when the
and then raised again, she pleaded that
waters approached but the faith of
the Lord would give them
both women held firm to
repentance, forgiveness and
the end.  Margaret Wilson
let us
salvation. As the men swore
watched as the swift incoming
at her, her final words were,
tide from the Solway
remember
“No sinful oaths for me. I
Firth choked and claimed
and pray
am one of Christ’s children.
Margaret
MacLachlan’s
for the
Let me go.” Without mercy
life in a silent and dignified
she was pushed beneath the
struggle. Feeling the water
persecuted
cold tide, but her spirit was
around her, she sang the
church
received in glory.
words of Psalm 25;

worldwide.

My sins and faults of youth,
Do thou, O Lord forget:
After thy mercy think on me, And for
thy goodness great.
God good and upright is: The way he’ll
sinners show;
The meek in judgement he will guide,
And make his path to know.
Then she opened her Bible and read
from Romans chapter 8:37-39 “... We
are more than conquerors through him
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
15
15

The graves of these two
martyrs are in Wigtown Old
Churchyard, and monuments mark
where they died. The Blednoch stream
has since silted up. Let us pray that
God will give us the courage to stand
firm in His faith if persecution comes
our way, and let us remember and pray
for the persecuted church worldwide.
V Olive Maxwell lived and worked as
a missionary in Cork for over twenty
years. She is married to Colin who
serves with the Mission Board, mostly in
the Republic of Ireland.

New Testament
Translated into
Persian (Farsi)

O

ctober 2019 saw the historic
publication of the Persian New
Testament, by the Trinitarian
Bible Society. Persian (Farsi) is
the primary language of Iran. In its
several, different forms it is spoken
by millions worldwide, in countries
such as Afghanistan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Iraq. This vital
publication was the result of over 10
years’ work of revision and translation
overseen by the TBS. There were
two, launch thanksgiving services
held in November 2019 in London
and Cardiff, with an encouraging
number of Persian speakers (mainly
Iranians and Afghans) present at
those meetings. The Persian speakers
throughout the world will now be able
to read the Word of God in their own
tongue and in an accurate translation.
This is all “to the praise of the glory of
his grace” (Ephesians 1:6).

Providential Encounter
The idea of a new revision and
translation all started in 2001,
when a young Iranian man (Pooyan
Mehrshahi) met Dr David Allen in a
TBS deputation meeting in Ipswich.
Pooyan had been saved just 2 years
before, while reading the Bible. He also
came to a conviction that the Word of
God must be translated accurately from
the providentially-preserved Hebrew
and Greek texts into other languages.
In that meeting, Pooyan asked Dr
Allen about the plans of the TBS in
publishing a faithful Persian translation
of the Scriptures. Dr Allen responded
that due to the lack of translators,
this was not possible. In a subsequent
meeting, Dr Allen encouraged Pooyan
to study the Biblical languages and
seek the Lord’s will about being part
of the answer to the prayer for a
Persian Bible.

An Evident Need
Subsequently, Pooyan and the TBS
had contact with many Iranians and
Afghans who were asking for Persian
Bibles. Unfortunately, there was not
a faithful translation that could be
recommended. The Standard Version,
published in 1895, which was the most
faithful Persian translation, was out of
print increasingly and had translation
and readability problems. The modern
versions are generally unfaithful in
their translation methodology and
underlying texts. A clear need was
seen and much prayer was offered up
at the Throne of Grace, that Persian
speaking people from Muslim lands,
would have access to the Word
of God. The need for an accurate
Persian Bible is even more urgent,
as many refugees from Iran and the
surrounding regions have flooded
the Western nations, including both
Muslims and many Christians fleeing
persecution.
Whitefield College
Training
In 2003, God led Pooyan Mehrshahi
to apply for ministerial training in
the Whitefield College of the Bible
in Northern Ireland. The four years
ministerial training were a great
blessing to him, equipping him
theologically and in the Biblical
languages (Hebrew and Greek)
needed for translation work. Even
while a student, Pooyan was able
to work on the first revision of the
Gospel of John. The TBS published
and distributed ten thousand
copies in 2005 while he was still
at Whitefield college. In this way
the Free Presbyterian Church of
Ulster and those faithful lecturers of
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Many known to us are suffering
without an income and one of the
proof-readers was imprisoned for 2
years in Iran for being involved in this
service. These believers are willing to
suffer for Christ in these endeavours in
order that Christ’s name may be made
known among Persian speakers.

TBS Service in Liverpool FPC

Greek and Hebrew have had a hand in
the Persian Bible project!
Openings from LTBS
After graduating from Whitefield
College of the Bible, Pooyan Mehrshahi
was ordained to the Christian ministry
and became the pastor of Providence
Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham, England.
He continued to enjoy fellowship with
members and ministers of the Free
Presbyterian Church and, in 2008,
LTBS (led by Rev. Leslie Curran)
encouraged him to produce a short,
weekly radio broadcast into Iran and
Afghanistan. This ministry continued
for a couple of years but the response
from Iran and Afghanistan was
overwhelming. Many thousands heard
the gospel over the radio and emails
flooded in. Once again, the need for
a faithful Persian translation was
evident. Through the radio broadcasts
many Iranian Muslims came to a faith
in Christ. Some desired to serve the
Lord in the Bible translation project as
proof-readers and distributors.
Translation and Revision
Process
The TBS Persian Bible project has
used two older translations as the basis
for its Bible. The first is the 1812 Henry
Martyn New Testament translation,
and the second is the 1895 Standard
Version (which was a revision of the
Henry Martyn translation). These
two translations are respected by all
established churches and Christians
in Iran as being more faithful than the
modern translations. Considerable
time (about 2 years) was spent on
checking the words of the Persian
New Testament with the Greek New
Testament. Afterwards, the textual and

translation problems were identified.
Then the corrections and the updates
were made. In some cases, whole
verses were retranslated anew, and in
some cases new words were invented
(e.g. only-begotten, John 3:16)! After
the translation was digitised it was
proofread many times by Iranian
speakers from many educational
backgrounds, scattered all over the
world, as well as the translator himself
who then made any necessary changes,
according to a faithful cleaving to
the original Greek text - which also
underlies the KJV.
Obstacles and Opportunities
The translation should have been
translated several years ago but
the main translator was in full-time
ministry and so many optimistic
deadlines were hard to keep, as other
pastoral or speaking engagements
arose.
Within this time, Pastor
Mehrshahi also saw the need for
the publishing of evangelistic and
basic teaching material for Persian
speakers. This led to the setting up
of Parsa Trust, which is involved
in the translating, publishing and
distributing of Reformed literature.
Many churches over the past number
of years have supported this project
by sending financial help for the
publication of the Persian Bible. The
greatest cost is the sacrifice of many of
our brothers and sisters in Christ, who
are risking their lives and livelihood
to put the Scriptures into the hands of
many in restricted countries, such as
Turkey and Iran. Some of the proofreaders for Bible translation and Parsa
Trust (Pastor Mehrshahi’s Persian
ministry organisation) literature have
faced persecution and imprisonment.
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Doors Opened for
Distribution
Presently, the New Testaments
are being distributed throughout
Europe, the USA and Canada. Many
congregations are finding Iranians in
their midst who are without Bibles.
There is also a door opening to smuggle
the Persian New Testaments and other
faithful literature into Iran, via Iraq
and Armenia. Pastor Mehrshahi has
been working on establishing links with
leaders in the underground churches
and some like-minded friends for this
purpose. The risks are high, but the
Lord seems to have opened clear paths
into Iran, even through strange means.
Recently, a Kurdish Muslim group
agreed to ship boxes of Bibles and
Christian literature to Northern Iraq
and from there they will go into Iran.
This is only one of the many ways the
Lord has opened a path, even to use the
unbelievers to carry His truth into the
hands of needy people. The words of
the apostle are ever true that “the word
of God is not bound” (2 Timothy 2:9).
The work of revision and translation of
the Old Testament has begun already.
It may take between 2 - 3 years to
finish the whole Bible. The need for
helpers and those with the right gifts
and abilities is great. Please pray the
Lord would sustain the health and
energy of Pastor Mehrshahi and keep
the church and the other ministries –
over which he is responsible – united
and blessed, so the complete Persian
Bible would be published in a not-sodistant future. May the Word of God
go forth and not return void but reap a
harvest of souls and magnify the name
of Christ amongst all nations (Isaiah
55:11.
V Pooyan Mehrshahi,
Providence Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham,
England.

Symbols of
Scripture

The Light and Lamp
of God’s Word

B

Any study of such symbols must begin in Genesis.
In the opening chapter we have what is sometimes
called, “The ten commandments of creation”. The
first of these is in v. 3, “And God said…” That is
a reference to the Word of God, and what was
the first word that proceeded out of the mouth
of God? – “Let there be light.” Surely, here is the
foundational and fundamental truth concerning
the Scriptures.

iblical symbolism! What a vast and varied
field for study. Is there any book, in the
entire realm of literature, whose language
is so clothed in the richest of imagery? Is
there any book in which the figurative element is
so prominent?
In the sacred volume of God’s Word, symbolic
language is used to illustrate divine truth. For
example, in Jeremiah 23:29, God asks, “Is not my
word…like a hammer…” The hammer is used as a
symbol of the Word of God. In Luke 8:11, Christ
said, “The seed is the word of God.” The seed the
sower used was symbolic of the Scriptures.

The Bible is “a light that shineth in a dark place”
(2 Peter 1:19). There are two pivotal passages in
the New Testament with reference to the doctrine
of Scripture” 2 Timothy 3:16,17 and 2 Peter
18

Word of God is preached.” We would do well to echo the
prayer of the hymn,

1:19-21. These are passages that every Christian should
be conversant with. They should, in this day of prevalent
unbelief, ever be ready at hand. They both teach clearly the
divine origin of Holy Writ.

O make Thy church, dear Saviour,
A lamp of burnished gold,
To bear before the nations
Thy true light as of old.

The Scriptures are “a light that shineth in a dark place”.
How could it be otherwise? It is the Book of Him, the God
who is light, who dwelleth “in the light which no man can
approach unto.” (1 John1:5; 2 Timothy 6:16). The stamp of
divinity is upon it.
This present evil world is a dark place.
The adjective is only found here. It
presents us with a very graphic picture.
The commentator John Brown noted,
“The idea conveyed by the original word is
foul, parched, sultry, suffocating, as well as
dark.” Another commentator suggests the
picture is of a traveller moving “through a
dark, desolate region.” Dr. Martin LloydJones speaks of it as a “gloomy, squalid,
dark place.”
The history of our race began in a lovely
garden, Eden, the Paradise of God. Now it
is a place of darkness. This is what sin has
turned it into. This world, spiritually and
morally, is dark and desolate, a squalid and
foul place. How dreadful the depravity,
misery and despair of sin! The whole
ungodly world lies in the lap of him who is
the prince of darkness. Multitudes “sit in
darkness and the shadow of death” without
Christ and without hope.

Light dispels darkness. It has a penetrating quality. How
difficult it is to darken a room without some chink of light
penetrating. Light makes manifest. It discovers things.
Hence the Saviour said, “men love darkness,
rather than light” (John 3:20, 21).

Unless God’s
Word illumine the
way, the whole life
of men is wrapped
in darkness and
mist, so that
they cannot but
miserably stray.

What a blessed day it was when the light of
God’s truth discovered to us the God with
whom we have to do, our ruin in sin, and our
guilt and condemnation. That blessed day
when the God, who commanded the light
to shine out of the darkness, shone in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ
(2 Corinthians 4:6). We were enlightened in
the way of God’s salvation. We saw in the
Lord Jesus the very Saviour we needed.

Paul said to the Ephesians, “For ye were
sometimes darkness, but now ye are light
in the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8). I trust that is
true of you. Then, in the same verse, Paul
exhorted the Ephesian Christians “walk as
children of light”. The secret of walking in
the light is found in Psalm 119:105. There
the psalmist said, “Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path.” We need
the Word of God to guide us in our walk. We need the light
of truth to show us the path we are to take. We also need
the lamp of truth to shine upon our feet, in our daily walk,
step-by-step.

It is only the light of the Word of God that can dispel this
darkness. The Psalmist gave expression to that, when he said,
“The entrance of thy words giveth light.” (Psalm 119:130).
John Calvin observed, “Unless God’s Word illumine the
way, the whole life of men is wrapped in darkness and mist,
so that they cannot but miserably stray.”

A man recounted how this lesson was brought home to
him as a lad. He was very proud to hold the lamp for his
Sunday school teacher as they made their way through
unlit, muddy streets. He held it as high as he could. It was
not long before they both found themselves sinking in deep
mud! “Ah! You must hold the lamp lower”, the teacher
exclaimed. Later, in class, that Sunday school teacher used
the incident to illustrate our text. May the Lord help us all
to hold the lamp lower. May we personally, prayerfully,
habitually and practically bring the light of divine truth to
bear upon our steps.

How indispensable therefore, is the Bible. It is, as W E
Gladstone said, “God’s best and richest gift to mankind.”
It is the supreme duty of the church to set forth the torch
of truth before the world. It is to uphold the truth. It is to
preach the Word. It is to proclaim the whole counsel of
God. The cancer of doctrinal indifference is prevalent in
the charismatic and ecumenical churches springing up on
every side. The primacy of preaching has been eclipsed.
Entertainment has replaced exposition. The first and
foremost mark of the true church, John Calvin taught, is
faithfulness to the Word of God. “A congregation of faithful
men”, our English Reformers asserted, ‘in which the pure

V Rev M Patrick, (retired) Perth Free Presbyterian Church,
Australia.
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Missionary Vision

Sponsorship Scheme at

Emmanuel
Christian
School
Uganda

T

he Mission Board runs a
sponsorship scheme to help
support the education of the
392 children enrolled currently at
Emmanuel Christian School, Uganda.
This scheme is essential, as it helps
provide a spiritual and academic
education in several ways..
The sponsorship scheme enables
children to hear the Word of God
twice daily at School assemblies and to
receive their education in a Christian
environment. Furthermore, it means
that the children can: have a better
diet; receive some medical care; and
have uniforms, footwear, PE kits,
items for personal hygiene and other
essentials. Some of the funds have
been used to send several children on
their first school trip. The sponsorship
scheme makes a significant difference
in the lives of the children.

A sponsorship news-sheet is prepared
by the Mission Board at least once
every year. The information newssheet is mailed out to all who are
sponsoring children at the school.
This helps to keep sponsors up to
date with the ministry of the school

and enables them to see how their
generous giving has improved the
lives and welfare of these young
people significantly.

Sponsor Update - January 2020

Dear Sponsor,
Greetings from Emmanuel Christian School in Nsaalu, Central Uganda.

We thank sincerely all the individuals,
churches, Sunday schools, children’s
meetings, ladies’ meetings, youth
fellowships and businesses that are
sponsoring children and young people
at Emmanuel.
Presently it costs £120 per year to
sponsor each child. The sponsorship
cost can be paid in one annual
payment, or by twelve monthly
instalments of £10.
Cheques are payable to The Free
Presbyterian Mission Society Africa
and should be forwarded to the
Mission Board Office. Alternatively,
sponsors can use internet banking or
set up a monthly standing order using
the details below.
Please contact Mrs Glenda Graham at
the Mission Board office if you have
queries about the sponsorship scheme
or wish to notify her that you are
setting up an internet payment.
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We are so grateful to the Lord for bringing us through to the end of another year,
and we also want to thank you for all your prayerful and practical support.
We couldn’t have managed without you, so we wanted you to see how you helped
make a difference to so many lives.
We hope it will encourage your soul, and may God bless and reward you
abundantly.
Yours in Christ,
Noreen McAfee.

WE, THE CHILDREN OF EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
JUST WANTED TO SAY - THANK YOU.

Missionary Vision

Blessed is he that considereth the poor:
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.
Psalm 41:1
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Missionary Vision

Beeline
Children’s
Meeting
Presentation
T
he Beeline Children’s Meeting,
conducted by Lurgan Free
Presbyterian Church presented
recently Rev David McMillan (interim
secretary of the Mission Board)
with a £640 cheque for the work in
Emmanuel Christian School, Uganda.
Some of the money will be used to
sponsor the education of two pupils at
the schools.

Above: Pictured are, (L to R):
Rev T Murray, Rev D McMillan, Katelyn
Coulter (member of the Beeline Children’s
Meeting), Mrs R Irwin (leader).
Right: Rev D McMillan showing a short
presentation about Emmanuel Christian
School at the Beeline Children’s Meeting.

FPC Kids
D

uring the Covid-19 pandemic the children’s evangelists
of the Free Presbyterian Church, under the auspices
the Mission Board launched a new facebook page
(FPCKids), to share weekly Bible lessons via Facebook
live. Videos have gone go out on Friday evenings at 7pm
and Sunday mornings at 10am. An additional “Wee Word”
broadcast goes out during the week. We are indebted to
all those who have made this possible. God has blessed
this venture and we have been thrilled to hear of little ones
coming to Saviour after hearing His precious Word.
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Missionary Vision

Ordination and
Installation

O

n the 23rd February
2020, Rev Gordon
Dane (Moderator)
visited Perth Free Presbyterian
Church, Australia. In the
morning service he officiated at
the ordination and installation
service for Mr Bevis Muller
as a ruling elder in the
congregation. Greetings were
received from the Australian
churches, the Australian
Commission and the Mission
Board. In the absence of the
clerk of Presbytery, Rev Philip
Gardiner asked the prescribed
questions. Following the
ordination and installation,
Mr Muller spoke of his
conversion in Zimbabwe and
the Lord’s providential leading
to the doctrines of grace
and thereafter, to the Free
Presbyterian Church.

of an Elder in Perth, Australia.

Revs G Dane and P Gardiner
conducting the ordination and
installation of Mr Muller.

Book Appeal
Christian books and Bibles are required
for the bookshops in Kenya

All books and Bibles (new and used) can be given to
Missionary Council Representatives
Office:
Mrs Glenda Graham,
3 Carrigenagh Road,
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE
T: 028 4176 5574
office@fpcmission.org

Interim Chairman:
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street,
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T: 028 2766 2039
hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Interim Secretary:
Rev David McMillan,
1 Drummanmore Grange,
Armagh, BT61 8RQ
T: 028 3778 8150
rev.mcmillan@fpcmission.org

Stay up to Date at

Treasurer:
Mr Alastair Hamilton,
37A Ballymacvea Road,
Kells, Ballymena BT42 3NH
T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org
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Dates
For The Diary
May

15 , 17th, 18th
th

LARNE,
TEACHING MEETINGs
Time: Lord’s Day 11:30am & 7:00pm,
Fri & Mon 8:00pm
Speaker: Rev J Greer

19th - 24th

CLOGHER VALLEY,
50TH ANNIVERSARY GOSPEL MEETINGS
Time: Lord’s Day 11:30am & 7:00pm,
Mon - Fri 8:00pm
Speakers: Revs R Robinson, B McClung, P McIntyre,
I Foster, M Patrick, R Johnstone, D Priestley

AUGUST
1st - 9th

BETHEL, ENNISKILLEN
Lough Erne Fundamentalist Convention
Time: Lord’s Day 12noon & 8:00pm,
Mon - Fri 8:00pm
Speakers: Dr J Douglas, Revs G Dane and I Goligher

September
6th - 20th

BUSHMILLS, GOSPEL MISSION
(Portballintrae Community Centre)
Time: Lord’s Day 3.30pm,
Fri & Mon 8:00pm
Speaker: Rev R Higginson

October
26th - 30th

PORTGLENONE, 40TH ANNIVERSARY
CHURCH BUILDING MISSION
Speakers: Revs D Linden, G McCammon, G Ferguson,
D Stewart and R Higginson

