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It is impossible to overstate the 
importance of prayer in the life of a 
congregation. The mid-week prayer 

meeting should never be viewed as an 
extra or as an option. Such meetings 
provide an opportunity for corporate 
worship and are a vital component in 
all our endeavours for God. It is not 
without significance that the church in 
the New Testament tarried in united 
prayer. Amid all the preaching and 
church planting, the Christians spent 
much time earnestly beseeching God 
for His blessing. It is little wonder that 
they experienced so much power in 
their gospel work. 

Sadly, it seems that the church prayer 
meeting has fallen on hard times. Of 
all the scheduled weekly services, this 
one is often given the least attention. 
If, as James Montgomery says, “Prayer 
is the soul’s sincere desire”, what does 
the diminishing of the public prayer 
meeting suggest?  Involvement in the 
congregational prayer meeting requires 
determination and self-discipline. 
It might also mean rearranging our 
priorities and our plans, but the effort 
will be well rewarded. 

Prayer is a principal thing in the 
Christian’s life. It is a privilege to be 
able to bring everything – every private, 
home, family and church matter to 
God in prayer. There is a great benefit 
when praying with other believers for 
our children and young people and the 
furtherance of the work of God. Older 
Christians have a grave responsibility to 
lead by example. If our children never 
see us going to the prayer meeting, we 
should not be surprised if they have 
no interest in going either. Old prayer 
warriors are going home to glory, and 
the church needs replacements who 
will take heaven by force. As God’s 
work continues, let us not say, “It is 
only the prayer meeting.” This is a vital 
part of any congregation desiring to 
know the blessing of God.  
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 Their best efforts — fig leaves — were worthless. 
Bloodied victims were their only hope. Another’s 
garment must cover. Sin required the bloody  
death of the innocent. 
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There are some Christians who only believe it is when 
they are on the mountain top that they are in blessing. 
How could God ever be found in the valley experiences 

of life? My own life experience since being diagnosed with 
prostate cancer earlier this year has re-confirmed to me 
that the God of the mountain is still God of the valley. In 
the dark valleys of life, we are promised His presence and 
preservation, just as much as on the mountain top.

Providentially, earlier this year, I had started to read the 
amazing life story of Dr Helen Roseveare. She was a pioneer 
medical missionary who served the Lord with the World 
Evangelization Crusade in the Belgian Congo in 1953. Her 
story is not only one of faith and courage in the face of great 
adversity, but also of refreshing personal honesty in facing up 
to her failures. 
 
Her first autobiography is entitled “Give me this mountain”. 
In it, she covers the first half of her missionary service, during 
which she was held captive for five months, beaten and raped 
by the Simba rebels in 1964. After she had been freed and 
spent some time recuperating in the United Kingdom, she 
believed God wanted her to return to the Congo in 1966. In 
her second autobiography,   “He gave us a valley”, she covers 
the period of rebuilding the mission station and caring for her 
ill mother. God had to teach her that His work is not always 
done on the mountain top. Dr Roseveare had further valleys 
to experience when she discovered, during a strenuous series 
of deputation meetings, that she had a cancerous tumour and 
needed emergency surgery. 
 
Following her surgery, God spoke to her from 2 Kings 3:16, 
“And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full 

of ditches.” These were the words of Elisha to the kings of 
Judah, Israel and Edom, as they found themselves without 
water to supply the thirst of their armies. God told them 
to dig ditches in the valley, and He would miraculously fill 
them. He fulfilled His promise. 
 
God used those words in the life of Dr Roseveare, and for the 
next thirty years, she travelled the world digging ditches for 
God and lived to see how He wonderfully filled them. In our 
own lives, when God brings us into a valley, sometimes we 
fear that our usefulness and service for Him is over. However, 
in those dry, sandy ditches, we can prove how God can meet 
our needs and fill them for His glory. Whatever valley you 
are in - sickness, loneliness, depression, family problems, 
bereavements or even financial worries - be assured God has 
not forsaken you. In your valley, not only is God working 
but He has ditches for you to dig so that He might fill them. 
His work of grace does not stop even when we are in the 
valleys and ditches of life. Never stop believing that those 
empty ditches that criss-cross our valley experiences can be 
miraculously filled by God. Why? Because the God of the 
mountain is still God of the valley. 

V Rev I Harris,  
Annalong Free Presbyterian Church.

DevOTiOnal

 His work of grace does not stop 
even when we are in the valleys 
and ditches of life. 

God of the hills
God of the valleys
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The 

Promise 
of the 

Incarnation
Shame, guilt and fear enslaved. 

Satan tempted, man yielded and 
was cursed. The ground was 

cursed. The whole creation groaned 
beneath that curse (Romans 8:22). 
Adam and Eve stood naked before 
their judge. Had the tempter won?  

A single, sufficient hope pierced the 
gloom. God said to Satan, “I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). Therein 
deliverance is assured. A human 
being—the woman’s seed—will answer 
Satan, His heel be bruised in the battle, 
and Satan’s head crushed. John wrote, 
“the devil sinneth from the beginning. 

For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil” (I John 3:8). 

A gruesome event followed. Animals 
were killed, robbed of their skins to 
clothe Adam and Eve. In a deathless 
world, they could not conceive a 
covering by death and bloodshed. 
Their best efforts—fig leaves—were 
worthless. Bloodied victims were their 
only hope. Another’s garment must 
cover. Sin required the bloody death 
of the innocent. 

One generation later, their sons 
brought offerings unto the Lord. 
Cain offered the harvest cultivated 
from the cursed soil, as if to signify 
that his own toil had overcome the 
curse. Like fig leaves, his offering 
was unavailing. Abel brought a lamb, 
an offering which, like his parents’ 
covering, required the bloody death of 
an innocent victim. This availed.

Generations passed. God promised 
Abraham and Sarah, aged and barren, 
“in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). 
Sarah conceived — foreshadowing 
Mary’s virgin conception — and Isaac 
was born. The promise was repeated to 
Isaac: “I will make thy seed to multiply 
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but Immanuel: “God with us.” 

Isaiah revealed the richness of 
His person, “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD 
of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 
9:6, 7). To him alone are ascribed 
stupendous titles of deity, honorifics 
of triumph, everlasting dominion and 
the assurance that Jehovah Sabaoth, 
the ruler of heaven’s angelic hosts, 
will bring it to pass. 
The virgin conception 
will render the God-
man, “Lord of lords, 
and King of kings” 
(Revelation 17:14). 

Micah informed, “But 
thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the 
thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting” 
(Micah 5:2). The seed of the woman, 
of Abraham and of David, will deliver 
by bloody sacrifice, will be a prophet 
and king of highest acclaim, enthroned 
forever by the commander of angels, 
and born to a virgin in Bethlehem.

These prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. The angel announced, “Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife. . . . She shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins. Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, 

which being interpreted is, God with 
us” (Matthew 1:21-23). The child was 
found in Bethlehem, for Jerusalem’s 
scribes informed the Wise Men: “in 
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet” (Matthew 2:5).

Peter preached Christ, proclaiming: 
“Moses truly said unto the fathers, A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you. And 
it shall come to pass, that every soul, 
which will not hear that prophet, shall 
be destroyed from among the people” 
(Acts 3:22, 23). The martyr Stephen 
preached Christ, affirming “this is that 
Moses, which said unto the children 
of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye 

hear” (Acts 7:37). 

Peter recalled Isaiah 
53, and wrote of Christ: 
“When he suffered, 
he threatened not; but 
committed himself 
to him that judgeth 
righteously: Who his 
own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed” 
(I Peter 2:22-24). 

“When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption 
of sons” (Galatians 4:4, 5). “Great 
is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh” (I Timothy 
3:16). “The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). “The Son of man came . 
. . to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45).   

V Dr J McKnight,  
Reformation Bible Church, Darlington, 
MD, USA.

as the stars of heaven . . . in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because that Abraham obeyed 
my voice” (Genesis 26:4, 5). 

In what had Abraham obeyed? In 
bloody sacrifice. God commanded 
him to sacrifice Isaac, “thine only 
son, whom thou lovest” (Genesis 
22:2). Abraham obeyed, believing 
God would raise Isaac from death 
(Hebrews 11:19). God provided a ram 
for sacrifice, a substitute for Isaac, 
foreshadowing the day God would 
offer His own Son—the “Lamb of 
God”—as a sin-atoning substitute for 
His people. The promise to Adam and 
Eve took clearer form: the seed of 
the woman will be a man descending 
from Abraham, and delivering by the 
bloody sacrifice of a substitute.

Hundreds of years passed. Moses 
prepared Abraham’s descendants to 
possess the land God promised to 
Abraham. Moses prophesied: “The 
LORD thy God will raise up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, 
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto 
him ye shall hearken (Deuteronomy 
18:15).  This seed of the woman 
and of Abraham, delivering by 
substitutionary bloody sacrifice, will 
be a prophet like Moses, revealing 
God to men and leading His people 
into the promised place of rest.

He was promised to King David: 
“when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set 
up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build 
an house for my name, and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever” (II Samuel 7:12, 13). Thus, 
the promised deliverer will be a king 
descending from David, ruling for 
evermore from David’s throne.

To the prophet Isaiah further 
knowledge was given: “Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 
7:14). Miraculously, as Isaac was born 
to aged, barren Sarah, the seed of the 
woman will be a virgin’s son. He will 
be no ordinary man, prophet, or king, 

 Another’s 
garment 

must cover. 
Sin required 
the bloody 

death of the 
innocent. 
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In a culture which desperately 
misunderstands and therefore grossly 
exaggerates and misrepresents love and 

relationships, there must be a search for 
truth on these essential aspects of life. The 
Lord has not left fallen humanity without 
counsel on the subjects of love, dating 
and marriage. In 2 Samuel 13, we discover 
an example of how a worldly and sensual 
approach to love and relationships ended in 
disaster. Sadly, multitudes have ruined their 
lives through this approach. It is therefore 
vital that every believer exercises wisdom 
as they pursue romantic relationships. 
2 Samuel 13:1, 2 records, “And Amnon 
the son of David loved her (Tamar). And 
Amnon was so vexed that he fell sick”.

This may sound like a love story when, in 
fact, it is a lust story. The Hebrew word for 
love in this passage can describe genuine 
affection, as in a loving relationship, or 
it can mean fleshly appetite or lust. Love 
and lust are two very different things which 
produce very different responses. Love is 
charitable and therefore kind, it does not 
behave unseemly; it seeks not her own (See 
1 Corinthians 13). Lust, on the other hand, 
is selfish and ultimately desires to please 
self. Amnon’s love was nothing more than a 

Love, 
Dating 
     & 
Marriage

 Do not be reckless with other people’s 
lives, and do not allow someone to be 

reckless with your life. 
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lustful appetite based upon what he saw of Tamar, and what 
he imagined she would be. He did not think she would have 
godly morals and desires: things for which he cared nothing. 
If he loved her, he would have respected her requests, cared 
for her interests, and desired her good. Regrettably, he 
imagined her to be an object to satisfy his sinful desires. 
But as is always the case, lust was disappointed as he had 
grossly exaggerated and misunderstood love. This is clear 
from the phrase, “Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so 
that the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than the 
love wherewith he had loved her.” 
 
A good friend would have spoken to Amnon and exposed his 
feelings and behaviour as lust. His sin of lust should then 
have been repented of; for, if pursued, it would undoubtedly 
ruin his life and the life of Tamar, whom he supposedly loved. 
Instead, Amnon received wicked counsel from a “very subtle 
man”, who encouraged him to pursue his lustful dreams. 
 
This is no different from much of the subtle counsel that flows 
from today’s secular society. Love is reduced to little more 
than fleshly passions, regardless of God’s law or the effect on 
others. Such a view of love will render a person incapable of 
genuinely loving or enjoying a meaningful marriage.

DaTing
The purpose of dating is to find out whether or not two 
persons are compatible. Such a relationship should only be 
entered into prayerfully and carefully. The idea of dating just 
for fun is utterly wrong. Someone who frequently enters and 
exits relationships shows a desperate lack of understanding 
of the purpose of dating. 
 
Caution is also required regarding behaviour when dating. 
Scriptural boundaries should be maintained to prevent 
inappropriate behaviour. Many a person has looked back 
with guilt, deep regret and shame at their actions during 
a relationship which finally broke up. Every relationship 
into which we enter will have lasting consequences. It would 
be naïve to think otherwise. We must approach dating with 
seriousness and care.
 
Amnon entered into a relationship with Tamar driven by 
lustful passion. He did not seek the Lord for guidance, took 
no heed to morals and only sought advice from a ‘very subtle 
man’. It is no surprise that his actions led to the tearful 
departure of the young woman whose life he permanently 
ruined. “Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone”-  he wanted 
to get rid of her, as if nothing had ever happened, but ending 
the relationship does not erase the events of that time. 

This is not the way to pursue a relationship, but wrong 
motives, inappropriate behaviour, and a lack of caution 
will likely lead to similar disastrous situations. Do not be 
reckless with other people’s lives, and do not allow someone 
to be reckless with your life. Consider wisely who to date 
and pray that God gives enablement to “do all to the glory of 
God” and behave modestly and properly at all times.

Marriage
When a couple has spent time together and knows the mind of 
God regarding the future, they will want to pursue marriage. 
Hebrews 13:4 reminds us, “Marriage is honourable in all”; 
it is an institution worthy of respect, and a blessing to the 
human race. John Brown commented that, throughout the 
ages, marriage has “Received the approving sanction of 
every enlightened philosopher and every wise legislator; 
and the opinion of those who would banish or degrade it 
has always been considered by sober thinkers as a sentiment 
indicative of a dark mind and a depraved heart.” 

Although marriage is a great blessing, many hold 
unattainable ideas of the union between a man and a woman. 
Young people, especially, are bombarded with unrealistic 
presentations of marriage on television or fictional novels. 
This, in part, explains the high number of divorces. However, 
a marriage based on Bible truth is a great blessing. It is two 
fallen people entering into a lifelong union, where there will 
be many problems and differences to work through, but also 
many blessings to enjoy. 
 
Whether married or single, it is true that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” Even if an individual finds 
the right person, and settles into marriage, the reality is 
that there is no perfect marriage on earth. Spouses can 
disappoint, and of course, death eventually comes and 
breaks the marriage union. That is the reality of living in a 
fallen world with fallen people. 
 
However, there is one perfect person who will never let the 
Christian down, never disappoint, offend, annoy or leave 
His bride – the Lord Jesus Christ, who is “The apple tree 
among the trees of the wood”  and “The chiefest among ten 
thousand” (Song of Solomon 2:3; 5:10).
 
The choice of person to settle down with will affect you 
for perhaps forty or fifty years, but your relationship with 
Christ will have an eternal effect. May the Lord God be your 
first love, and may every other relationship flow out of your 
love and obedience to Him.  

V Rev D Brown,
Larne Free Presbyterian Church.
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 A marriage based on Bible truth is 
a great blessing. It is two fallen people 

entering into a lifelong union, where 
there will be many problems and 

differences to work through, but also 
many blessings to enjoy. 
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news

Retirement 
in Bethel Free 
Presbyterian 
Church

 Rev J Porter is 
pictured presenting 
retirement gifts to 
Mr Stanley Chartres, 
who recently retired 
after twenty-five years 
of service as Sunday 
School Superintendent 
and Clerk of Session 
in Bethel Free 
Presbyterian Church.

Lough Erne 
Fundamentalist 
Convention

Ballygowan Free 
Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School Awards

  Joshua Patton is pictured with the 
certificate he received from Rev Alan 
Smylie for successfully answering all 
the questions in Child’s Catechism. 
Also pictured is Jessica Murray who 
was awarded the shield for top pupil 
in the Sabbath School, along with 
her teacher Mark Patton, and Sabbath 
School superintendent Bill Stewart.

  Rev James Porter (far left) is pictured with 
ministers who participated in the 2019 Lough Erne 
Fundamentalist Convention. (L to R), Dr John 
Douglas, Dr Paul Ferguson and Dr Fred Greenfield.

Bethel Free 
Presbyterian 
Church Sunday 
School Awards 

 Harvey Darragh and 
Jessica Foy were recently 
awarded certificates for 
successfully answering 
all the questions in the 
Children’s Catechism. 
They are pictured with Rev 
James Porter (Minister), 
Mr S Chartres (Sunday 
School Superintendent) 
and Mrs Laura Edwards 
(Sunday School Teacher).

Randalstown Free Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School Presentations

  Joshua McIntyre, Zoe McBride 
and Ava Ross are pictured with 
Jonathan Cahoon (Sunday school 
superintendent) and Rev Goodes 
after receiving certificates for 
reciting all of the books of the 
Bible.

  Beth Cahoon, Ellie O’Hagan and 
Joel Agnew received certificates 
for successfully answering all of the 
questions in the Child’s Catechism. 
They are pictured with Sunday School 
teachers Wendy Verner and David 
McIntyre, and Rev Gary Goodes.
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news

  Ellie Robinson pictured with her certificate for 
successfully answering all the questions in the Shorter 
Catechism. Included are Mr Roger Stewart (Sunday 
School Teacher) and Rev John Armstrong (Minister).

40th Anniversary of 
Christian Education

  The Presbytery Education Board recently celebrated 40 years 
of Christian Education. An anniversary dinner was held in Lisburn 
Free Presbyterian Church to mark the occasion. The photo shows 
the Moderator and his wife, past and present convenors and their 
wives, school principals and Education Board members.

Dungannon Free 
Presbyterian Church Sunday 
School Presentation

North American 
Moderator Visits 
Northern Ireland

  The Moderator of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 
Rev Ian Goligher, recently visited 
Northern Ireland with his wife Beulah. 
Rev Goligher ministers in Cloverdale, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
He is pictured in Tandragee with Rev 
Gordon Dane, Moderator of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster.

Ordination of Elder in 
Dunmurry Free Presbyterian 
Church

  Mr Stephen Browne (front centre) was 
recently installed as an Elder in Dunmurry Free 
Presbyterian Church. He is pictured with  
(back row: L to R): Revs D McMillan, R Johnstone, 
I Brown, J Armstrong and J Greer.  
(Front row: L to R): Mr R Eccles (Clerk of Session) 
and Rev A Smylie (Interim Moderator).

Sixmilecross 
Presentation

  Rev T Ormerod is pictured 
presenting Mrs Christina 
Gervais with a gift from the 
Sixmilecross congregation. 
Mrs Gervais has retired from 
teaching Sunday School after 
21 years of faithful service.

Mourne Recognises 
Degree Award

  Mr Ray Hamilton, a member of Mourne Free 
Presbyterian Church, is pictured with his parents, after 
receiving a gift from the church to mark the successful 
completion of his degree. Ray obtained a degree in 
Health and Social Care from the Open University.

New contact details:
Rev Maurice Baxter 
72 The Linen Green
Sion Mills,Co Tyrone
BT82 9TN
T. 028 8139 0320
M. 07522746182
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Matthew 2:1-12 records the story of the wise men coming to 
worship the baby Jesus.  Whenever I was young, I thought 
it was very strange that the wise men presented the infant 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  I thought 
these ‘wise’ men would have brought more practical gifts 
such as baby clothes, toys, blankets or even a cot; not 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. It was only much later in my 
Christian life that I began to realise both the wisdom and 
the significance of the gifts that the wise men brought to 
the Saviour as a young child. 

They brought gold.  In Bible times gold was the merchandise 
of kings.  The wise men somehow knew that this child was 
a king, not just any king, but the King of kings.  Gold also 
speaks of purity, worth and value.  What a picture of the 
Lord Jesus.  He was, and is, pure, spotless and without 
blemish.  Consider His great value and worth.  In particular, 
the Bible mentions the value, worth and preciousness of 
the Saviour’s blood which was shed for sinners like us.

They brought Frankincense.  Frankincense was
 a beautiful sweet-smelling 

product.  Its perfume would fill the air and linger for a very 
long time.  It reminds us of the Saviour.  The sweetness 
of His presence fills the air.  Being with Him is the most 
pleasant experience imaginable.  During His earthly ministry 
people thronged to be in His company and oftentimes they 
desired Him to tarry a while longer.  Being in the presence 
of the Lord is the best company anyone could ever have.  I 
wonder who you keep company with.

They also brought myrrh.  In ancient times this very special 
perfume was used to anoint the dead.  What a strange gift 
to bring to someone who was so young.  However, this gift 
reminds us of something very important and that is the 
Lord Jesus came to lay down His life as a sacrifice for us 
so that we might be forgiven, cleansed and have the hope 
of eternal life in heaven some day.

The gifts that the wise men brought were not so strange 
after all but rather, they are reminders of who the 
Saviour was and what He came to do for you 
and me.  

10

Strange Gifts

 » Julia Moore (Bethel FPC)
 » Adam Watt (Dungannon FPC)
 » Grace Harbinson (Aghalee FPC)
 » Sophie Kinney (Cookstown FPC) 
 » Jeremiah Anderson (Mullaghglass FPC)
 » Lydia Thompson (Antrim FPC) 
 » Hannah McCauley (Dromore FPC) 
 » Josh Cooper (Dromore FPC)

£5 Winners last time

Compiled by 
robert mcconnell 

qu
GiftS were often Given in the BiBle.  Match up the naMeS of the people 
Below with the GiftS Given and thoSe who received GiftS froM theM.

church:

addreSS:

naMe:

“...when they were 
come into the 

house, they saw the 
young child with 
Mary his mother, 
and fell down and 
worshipped him...” 

Matthew 2:11

JoSeph

above are all the answers.  however, there will be one word left over: 
it is the answer to our quiz.

anSwer:

______________ sent a gift of ______________ and  

gave it to the ______________ . (i Samuel 17:17-18)

father israel sent a present of ______________ to 

______________ . (Genesis 43:11 & 15)   

abraham’s servant gave a ______________ and two 

______________ to ______________ . (Gen 24:15 & 22)

prizeS! 
Are you 12 or under? 
Send your answer, name, 
address and church to:
rev Garth wilson   
Email: answer@fpvision.org  
39 Millreagh Ave, Dundonald,
Belfast, BT16 1TZ      

reBekah

cheeSeS

Golden earrinG

JeSSe

captain

flowerS

BalM BraceletS
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yOuTh fOcus
Compiled by 
Rev GaRth Wilson

The names that we are given by our parents at our birth 
are usually with us for the rest of our lives. Maybe 
your name is a family name that has been passed down 

through generations. Or, it could be that your name was a 
favourite of your parents. Others are named after one of the 
characters in the Scriptures.

There have been many famous people in the history of 
the world and we know them today by their name. One 
such person is Isaac Newton, the famous physicist and 
mathematician who discovered the force of gravity. Another 
is Henry Ford, the renowned businessman and industrialist. 
He founded the Ford motor company and revolutionised 
car production with the technique of the assembly line mass 
production. His manufacture of the model T car refashioned 
transportation.

In the story of the birth of Christ we are told of the name 
that was given to the Saviour at His birth. In Luke 1:31 
the angel said to Mary, “And, behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS.” The name given to Him speaks to us of who He is 
and what He came to do.

his PersOnaliTy
The name ‘Jesus’ declares a number of 

different aspects about the personality 
of our Lord and Saviour. It reveals 

His Sonship. In Luke 1:32 the angel 
stated, “he shall be called the Son 

of the Highest.” This baby was not 
like any other. The little infant, 
born in Bethlehem, was the Son 
of God – the eternal Son of the 
Highest. He was God veiled 
in human flesh; the Incarnate 
God. Jesus born in the manger 
is God. His name also points 
to His Lordship. The name 
‘Jesus’ signifies that He is Lord 

of all and Lord over all. In 1 
Corinthians 15:47 we read, “The 

first man is of the earth, earthy: 
the second man is the Lord from 

Heaven.” Furthermore, the name 
‘Jesus’ indicates His Kingship. Luke 1:32 

records that “the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David” The little 

babe was in the direct line of David. He came to 
serve and to suffer but ultimately, He would be, and 

is, the Sovereign: The King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

his POverTy
Jesus is the King of Glory yet He was not born in a palace. 
He is the King of Glory yet there was nowhere for Him to 
lay His head. He is the King of Glory yet He was born of a 
humble virgin. Jesus is the earthly name given to the Lord 
and what poverty that name entails. His birth was steeped in 
poverty as was His life.

his PrOvisiOn
The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Hebrew word, 
Joshua which means, Jehovah is Salvation. It teaches us 
that Jesus saves. Christ came to provide and attain salvation 
through His perfect life and by His atoning death. Peter said, 
“Neither is there salvation in any other name for there is 
none other name under Heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

What’s in a name? Maybe not all that much when it comes 
to our names but in the name given to our Saviour at His 
birth, there is a vast amount of teaching concerning His 
person and the work that He came to do. What a lovely and 
blessed name. May we all reflect and rejoice in that name 
that is higher than any other, the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.  

V Rev G Wilson, Sandown Road Free Presbyterian Church.

whaT’s 
in a 
naMe?
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yOuTh fOcus

Amid the political and social turmoil of our nation 
we are a blessed people. Many millions of people 
throughout the world are still waiting for the Holy 

Bible to be translated into their language. We have the Word 
of God faithfully translated into English for us to read, hear 
preached, believe and practise. Below is a brief history of the 
English Bible under the providential hand of God.

Original ManuscriPTs
God gave, by divine inspiration, the Old Testament in Hebrew 
(and some Aramaic) and the New Testament in Greek. Many 
faithful copies were made and sent throughout the world.

laTin vulgaTe  
In the 4th century AD, Jerome translated the Scriptures 
into Latin. This became the language which all English 
Scripture originated from until the Protestant Reformation. 
Unfortunately, very few copies of the Latin Bible were 
available and a limited number of people understood the 
language. Even the priests could not read the Latin Bible. 
The consequence was that people were unfamiliar with the 
Word of God.

The early cenTuries 
However, there were efforts made to bring the scriptures 
into the language of the common people. In the early part 
of the 8th Century, Aldhelm of Glastonbury translated the 
Psalms and later that century, Egbert of Holy Island and 
Bede of Jarrow worked separately on translating the Gospels. 
In the 9th Century Alfred the Great (849-901AD) desired 
for all the people to read and hear the Word of God. He 
translated various portions of scripture until his death. In the 
late 10th Century Archbishop Aelfric led a team to provide 
translations which could be read publicly in churches for the 
benefit of the ordinary man.

wycliffe’s bible
John Wycliffe (1330-1384) was a learned priest who desired 
the Holy Bible to be translated into English. He, along with a 
group of helpers, began to translate from the Latin Vulgate. 
The printing press was not invented until 1456 so his team had 

to write the whole Bible out by hand. Each Bible took ten 
months to complete. One might expect the church to be 
excited about the Holy Bible being translated for the priests 
and people to read. Sadly, John Wycliffe and his followers 
suffered great persecution for giving the Bible to the people 
in their own mother tongue. Such was the determination of 
the Roman Catholic Church to stop the spread of Wycliffe’s 
Bible, a bill was enacted by parliament to prohibit its 
circulation. In 1408 Archbishop Arundel decreed anyone 
found translating or reading scripture in English 
would be punished for spreading heresy.

TynDale’s 
bible 
In order to 
continue 
the 

advancement of 
the Bible in 

English, God 
raised up a brilliant 
scholar named William 
Tyndale (1494-1536). 
There would be no 
need for the next 
English Bible to 
come from the Latin 
Vulgate, for Tyndale 
was learned in the Biblical 
languages of Hebrew and 
Greek. 

Not only was Tyndale 
exceptionally talented, he had a 
passion to put the Bible in the 
hand and heart of the English-
speaking world. He tried to 
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share this passion with the Bishop of London. Rather than 
share Tyndale’s enthusiasm, the Bishop sought to persecute 
him. Tyndale fled to Europe and travelled widely, fleeing 
persecution and working on translating the New Testament 
into English. Because Bibles in English were forbidden, they 
had to be printed in Europe and smuggled into English ports. 
Such was the accuracy of Tyndale’s Greek New Testament it 
forms more than ninety percent of our English Authorised 
Version today. Sadly, Tyndale never lived to translate the 
Old Testament. He was arrested and burned at the stake; 
his only crime was providing the holy scriptures.

refOrMaTiOn bibles
Despite the attempts of the Roman Catholic Church and 
the English parliament to censure the Bible, it was in great 
demand throughout the nation. Men and women risked 
their lives to hear it read and have a copy of their own. 
Although Tyndale was not able to complete the entire Bible, 
God raised up others to continue this work. In 1535 Miles 
Coverdale produced the first complete Bible in English, 

although his Bible was not directly from the 
Hebrew and Greek but from a variety 

of sources including German and 
Latin. This was followed in 

1537 by the Matthews Bible 
and then in 1539 by the 
Great Bible. In the gracious 
providence of God, King 

Henry VIII insisted upon 
a copy of the English Great 

Bible in every Church for 
people to read freely. 

These Bibles were chained to churches and people would 
gather simply to hear the Word of God being read aloud. 
In 1560 a group of exiles in Geneva produced the Geneva 
Bible.  This Bible was favoured by the puritans and was read 
and quoted by William Shakespeare in his plays. However, it 
was unpopular with the monarchy as the marginal notes were 
considered hostile to their authority. The Geneva Bible was 
the first to use italics to demonstrate words not found in the 
original languages, a practice continued by the Authorised 
Version. In 1568 Queen Elizabeth 1st commissioned the 
Bishops Bible to be a replacement for the Geneva Bible and 
ordered it to replace the Great Bible for use in the churches, 
although it never enjoyed the popularity of its predecessor. 

auThOriseD versiOn
In 1604 King James I of England (VI of Scotland) met 
with various ministers at Hampton Court Palace. One 
of the outcomes of that conference was the decree for 
a new English Bible to replace the plethora of Bibles 
in circulation. One Bible would be agreed upon as the 
standard for the English-speaking world. Fifty-four 
learned Hebrew and Greek scholars were appointed to 
engage in this Bible. In 1611 the work was complete and 
the Authorised Version was published. It was dedicated 
to King James and is sometimes referred to as the King 
James Version. This became the standard Bible of the 
English language and helped to shape the English language 
more than any other book in history. During the 150 years 
following its publication, it saw four revisions to correct 
slight inaccuracies. 

MODern versiOns
The year 1885 was a dark year for the English Bible. Between 
1611-1885 only several small and largely insignificant 
Bible translations were produced. However, in 1885 the 

Revised Version was published. Since 1885, over seventy 
Bible versions have been produced with a wide variety of 
interpretations. Many of these Bibles omit verses such as 
Matthew 18:11, Mark 11:26, Acts 8:37 or the conclusion of 
the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:13. Moreover, the divinity 

of our Lord Jesus Christ is questioned by removing the 
reference to Him as the ‘firstborn’ son of Mary in Matthew 

1:25 or the important reference to His blood in Colossians 
1:14.  

graTiTuDe
Returning to our opening thought, we have a Bible in our 
language that is faithful and accurate. A Bible that teaches us 
not only of our sinfulness but also the love, mercy and grace 
of our God. It reveals the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, 
Mediator, Redeemer and Lord. It exhorts us to repentance 
and faith. It provides guidance and comfort for our journey in 
life. The Bible is God’s special revelation for us. Treasure it, 
study it, practise it and praise God for it.   

V Rev C Dennison,
Deputation Speaker, Trinitarian Bible Society.

 we have a bible 
ThaT Teaches us 
nOT Only Of Our 
sinfulness buT 
alsO The lOve, 
Mercy anD grace 
Of Our gOD. iT 
reveals The lOrD 
Jesus chrisT as Our 
saviOur, MeDiaTOr, 
reDeeMer anD 
lOrD. 
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01 - 04 MAY 2020
Ages 15 - 29
Cost £95

casTlewellan 
chrisTian reTreaT

Youth CounCil 
Announcements

AUGHNACLOY FPC 
Monday 18 Nov 2019 
8pm

nexT DelegaTes 
MeeTing

Application forms for camp and weekend events available to download 
from the Youth Council Website (fpcyouth.org) and Facebook page.

 TO exTenD chrisT’s KingDOM anD DevelOP 
chrisTian characTer aMOngsT The yOuTh. 

GREENHILL YMCA
03 - 07 AUG 2020
Ages 12 - 18; Cost TBC 

yOuTh cOuncil 
suMMer caMP

The Youth Council of the 
Free Presbyterian Church 

organised a National Youth 
Council Gospel Tent Mission 
in Moira Demesne, from 
Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th 
September 2019. The Friday 
night service incorporated 
the Annual September Rally. 
Over 630 young people 
gathered on the Friday 
evening for the preaching of 
God’s word.  

Youth council mission 
in moirA
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The Bible is a remarkable book. No matter how often 
we read and study it, there are fresh truths to be 
discovered. In James 1:23-25 the Bible is compared to 

a glass or a mirror.  Mirrors are very useful everyday objects 
found in all our homes. Thinking of the Bible as a mirror, 
what lessons can we learn?.

A mirror reflects an image. It allows us to see ourselves. Our 
reflection in the Bible is not pleasant, “From the sole of the 
foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
in it; but wounds, and bruises and putrifying 
sores...” (Isaiah 1:6). This is our natural 
spiritual state and it is the first thing that we 
need to see about ourselves.

Looking in the mirror needs to be purposeful. 
We look so that we can remedy our appearance. 
Likewise the Scriptures show what needs 
remedied in our lives and they go further 
for they instruct us what to do. The clear 
instruction is, “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out” 
(Acts 3:19).  The wonder of salvation is that 
Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us and the 
Lord views us as perfect in His Son.

It is not enough to view ourselves once. The early morning 
perusal is usually followed by further glances during the day. 
We need only look once by faith to obtain salvation but we 
must continue to examine ourselves daily in the light of God’s 
Word. David prayed, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; 
try my reins and my heart.” (Psalm 26:2) It is through reading 
our Bibles that we learn more of Christ and His ways and in 
so doing we die more to sin and live to righteousness. 

1 Corinthians 3:4 uses the mirror analogy, “ But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  This is the ongoing work of 
sanctification in a believer’s life.

There is a danger of using a mirror incorrectly. James 
describes the person who hears the word but does not 
obey it as ‘a forgetful hearer’. They see their reflection in 

the mirror but ignore the need to remedy the 
flaws. Some are more interested in looking and 
finding blemishes in others than in recognising 
their own. Such are described as hypocrites, 
beholding a mote (speck) in a brother’s eye 
while having a beam (large object) in their own 
eye (Matthew 7:3). 

Mirrors are often used to gratify vanity. 
Spending hours beautifying ourselves may 
change our outward appearance but it does not 
change the heart. Let us beware of imitating 
the Pharisees, described as outwardly beautiful 
but dead and unclean within (Matthew 23:27). 

Modern philosophy is like the hall of mirrors 
which distort your reflection. It encourages the promotion 
of self. God’s Word shows us the truth and encourages us to 
die to self and live to righteousness. “I delight to do thy will, 
O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” (Psalm 40:8)  

V Olive Maxwell
lived and worked as a missionary in Cork for over twenty years. 
She is married to Colin who serves with the Mission Board, 
mostly in the Republic of Ireland.

The Mirror
of God’s Word

 Let us beware 
of imitating 

the Pharisees, 
described as 
outwardly 

beautiful but 
dead and 

unclean within. 
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A Word to Women

 fOr if any be a hearer Of The wOrD, anD nOT a DOer, he is liKe unTO a Man 
behOlDing his naTural face in a glass: fOr he behOlDeTh hiMself, anD gOeTh his 

way, anD sTraighTway fOrgeTTeTh whaT Manner Of Man he was. buT whOsO lOOKeTh 
inTO The PerfecT law Of liberTy, anD cOnTinueTh Therein, he being nOT a fOrgeTful 

hearer, buT a DOer Of The wOrK, This Man shall be blesseD in his DeeD. 
JaMes 1:23-25
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Does 
GoD 
still 
Guide?
The godly Christian will ever 

seek to know the mind and 
will of God in all things. He 

will endeavour to be led by the Lord 
in decisions great and small. This 
will include employment, pastimes, 
relationships, church affiliations, 
Christian service and many other 
things.  

Such a Christian will have a prayerful 
approach to life’s decisions. Like 
Moses, he will pray, “Shew me now 
Thy way” (Exodus 33:13), or with 
the psalmist he will plead , “Shew me 
Thy ways, O LORD; teach me Thy 
paths” (Psalm 25:4). He will say with 
Paul, “What wilt Thou have me to 
do?” (Acts 9:6). He will know that 
the happiest place to be in life is in 
the centre of God’s will, hence his 
prayerful pursuit of the divine will.
 
This conscientious Christian will be 
mindful that God has directed the way 
of His people in Bible times. There will 
be a word behind him, saying, “This is 
the way, walk ye in it” (Isaiah 30:21). 
He will know that God has promised, 
“I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye” (Psalm 
32:8). He will understand that Christ 
has sent the Holy Spirit to direct the 
steps of His dear children on earth, for 
Christ guaranteed that He “will guide 
you into all truth” (John 16:13).
 
But does God still guide today? The 
answer to this question is simple: 

“Yes, of course, He does.” He is the 
unchanging and unchangeable God 
who purposes not only to bring a great 
multitude from the nations of the 
world in redemption unto Himself, 
but to direct their path every day, and 
order their steps according to His plan 
and purpose. Solomon declares the 
unalterable promise of God: “Trust in 
the LORD with all thine heart; lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5, 
6).
 
Sadly, many professing Christians do 
not seek the will of God for their lives. 
They make many decisions, including 
critical ones, without consulting 
God. This is often the case when 
choosing universities, jobs, friends, 
partners in life, and where to set up 
home. Consequently, many believers 
have stepped out of God’s will, and 
it has led to backsliding, misery and 
devastating results.
 
It is essential, therefore, to know 
the mind of God for your life. How 
delightful it is to know in your heart, ‘I 
am where God wants me to be.’ How 
wonderful, then, to realise that God 
loves and cares for us, and desires to 
direct our steps so that we might be in 
His will and know His blessing.
 
How does God make His will known? 
How does He guide us in life? There 
are several ways in which He directs 
our way and confirms His will. 

The wOrD Of gOD
The Holy Scriptures not only make us 
wise unto salvation but make us wise 
in the pathway of life, giving direction 
and instruction according to the mind 
of God. It is vital to have a thorough 
knowledge of God’s Word through 
daily reading and meditation so that 
we have a grasp of the general will of 
God. We will face many situations 
in life that will call for an immediate 
decision. If we possess an experiential 
understanding of Scripture, then we 
will know what to do and how to react.
 
If we are seeking out the special will of 
God for our lives, this will necessitate 
waiting upon God, looking to Him 
in His Word for clear guidance. This 
will be His revealed will for your 
life specifically. You have a decision 
to make – it might be regarding a 
job, moving house, entering into a 
relationship, getting married, going to 
Bible College or becoming a minister 
or missionary. In such times, you 
need clear guidance. In your daily 
devotional reading, you will approach 
the Bible with an earnest prayer in 
your heart: “Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do?” As you wait upon God, He 
will direct your path unmistakably, by 
impressing on your heart some verse or 
passage which will be a word from Him 
regarding your future. 
 
When Saul of Tarsus cried out: “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” we 
read immediately, “And the Lord said 
unto him.” God gave him direction 
and showed him what he must do. The 
Lord will do the same for us through 
His Word. It is often recorded in the 
ministry of Ezekiel (as it was for the 
other prophets) that “The word of 
the Lord came.” This will be your 
experience too, as the Lord confirms 
His will in your heart. Look to the 
Lord in the Holy Scriptures. God 
speaks through His Word.

The hOly sPiriT
The prayerful Christian, who is 
often in the Scriptures, will discern 
the promptings of the Spirit of God 
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in His heart. From the moment of 
conversion, the Holy Spirit came 
to take residence in the soul of the 
renewed man. He came to be our 
Guide and Teacher. Christ promised 
His disciples (John 14) that He would 
give them “another Comforter…even 
the Spirit of truth.” Jesus declared 
that this Comforter should “abide 
with you” and “be in you” and also 
“teach you all things.”
 
Very often, it is through the reading 
of God’s Word that we feel the 
operation of the Spirit in this way. He 
applies the Scripture to our hearts 
and consciences. We are before 
the Lord, personally and sincerely, 
reading the Bible, seeking out God’s 
will, and the Spirit applies the Word 
we read. We may be sitting in public 
worship, under the ministry of the 
Word, when the Spirit of God guides 
us most remarkably through the 
preaching, and says, as it were, to our 

hearts, “This is the way, walk ye in it.” 
Or it may be in certain unexpected 
circumstances that we face, a decision 
must be made there and then; and we 
feel the promptings of the Spirit as 
He directs our way.

PrOviDenTial 
circuMsTances
Providence is how God directs all 
things in the world for His glory and 
the good of His people. Providence is 
the unseen rudder on the ship. God 
brings providential circumstances into 
our lives, and He uses such situations 
to speak to our hearts. 
 
Sometimes He leads through ‘dark 
providence’ – some difficult way of 
sorrow and suffering, yet designed 
to teach us His will. It may be to test 
us and draw us closer to Himself. 
It may be to show us the fear of the 
Lord. It may be to correct us when 
we stray from Him. Israel was told 

to “remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness.” There was 
a higher purpose – “to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was 
in thine heart…” (Deuteronomy 8:2).
 
It may be in ordinary every day 
providence that God speaks. We 
find ourselves in an unusual situation 
where a decision is demanded. It is 
in such times, to the spiritual man or 
woman, walking with God, that divine 
providence seems to dictate what we do.
 
In conclusion, God still guides today. 
Look to Him for wisdom; trust Him 
with all your heart; “lean not unto 
thine own understanding; in all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6).    

V Rev D Park,
Hebron Free Presbyterian Church, 
Ballymoney.

 How wonderful to 
realise that God loves 
and cares for us, and 
desires to direct our steps 
so that we might be in 
His will and know His 
blessinge. 
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Whitefield College 

Graduation & 
Commencement

The Whitefield College of the Bible marked forty 
years in existence at its September Graduation & 
Commencement Service, held this year in Tandragee. 

College Academic Committee Convenor Rev Alan Smylie 
welcomed the capacity congregation. Rev Colin Mercer, 
Lecturer in Biblical Exegesis, led in prayer, and former 
Principal Rev Gordon Ferguson read from 2 Timothy 3.

The Principal, Rev Timothy Nelson, extended his own words 
of welcome. He congratulated the graduates: Paul Backhurst, 
Matthew Higgins, Nathan McVeigh, Joshua Moffett, Andrew 
Stewart and Glenn Wilkinson. Three new students were 
introduced – Samuel Fitton (Portadown), Glenn Hamilton 
(Ballymena) and David McAuley (Ballymoney) – with a 
fourth pursuing studies by distance learning programme.

Mr Nelson paid tribute to the Lecturers, College 
Administrator Linda Bell, and the Academic and 
Management Committees, in particular their Convenors, 
Rev Smylie and Mr Norman McIlroy, for all their support. 
He thanked everyone present for their prayers and their 
practical support over another year.

Reflecting on the 40th Anniversary, the Principal 
acknowledged that this milestone would never have been 
realised without the good pleasure and favour of the Lord. 
He rejoiced that hundreds of young men and women 
had passed through College and were now serving in 
various ministries across the world. Mr Nelson expressed 
appreciation to all who had helped over four decades, some 
now retired, some now with the Lord. He referred to Rev 
Ken Elliott, longstanding Lecturer, taken home during the 
last College year, and to Mrs Martha Fleming, formerly on 
the College household staff, who had just passed away.

The Principal commended his predecessor Rev Ferguson, 
and the founding Principal, Dr John Douglas, whose vision 
and energy undergirded the formation of the College and 
ensured its consolidation over many years. Dr Douglas 
was invited to speak, and to present Diplomas to those 
graduating.

Mr Douglas thanked Mr Nelson and joined in expressions 
of sympathy for the family of Mrs Fleming, of whom he 
spoke with warmth. He encouraged the graduates to be 

  Whitefield College Graduates (L to R): P Backhurst, J Moffat, A Stewart, G Wilkinson, N McVeigh and M Higgins

whiTefielD cOllege news

18



 19

preachers of Christ, a work so necessary in this age. He 
assured them of his prayers.

Presbytery officers conducted the Licensing of the six 
young men. Clerk of Presbytery Rev John Greer prefaced 
his contribution by bringing greetings from Miss M E 
Dennison, former College Matron, a member of his 
congregation, who retained an interest in the work of 
the College at the grand age of 102! After the required 
questions were answered, the Moderator, Rev Gordon 
Dane, oversaw the subscription of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and led in prayer. 

Rev Smylie congratulated the Graduates and urged prayer 
for the College, especially in view of plans to build on a site 
kindly gifted by the Tandragee congregation. He expressed 
appreciation for the work of the Principal. Mr Dane 
preached with authority, emphasising the importance of the 
Word of God, the Word on which the College was founded, 
and the Word which its Graduates go forth to preach.

The ladies of the Tandragee congregation provided supper. 
The offering exceeded £1700.  

V Rev T Nelson, Principal

  Above: Dr J Douglas (centre) is pictured with 
Rev G Ferguson and Rev T Nelson

  Above: Lecturers and several members of 
the Whitefield Academic Committee

  Student body including 
graduating and new students

whiTefielD cOllege news
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MissiOnary visiOn

United 
Children’s 
Camp 
2019
For the sixth year running, 

the United Children’s Camp 
was held in Humphreys 

at Rathmore in Larne. Eight 
leaders took responsibility for 
49 children.  There was much 
fun and fellowship as the group 
engaged in outings and many varied 
activities, including swimming, 
camp olympics, crafts, and a visit 
from Aunt Sandra’s Candy Factory. 
There was also an outing to Brecken 
Hill Activity Centre where the 
children had opportunity to partake 
in archery, orienteering, two-man 
trikes and an assault course. 

The theme of the morning meetings 

was the life of the missionary Mary 
Slessor, while the messages at the 
evening meetings focused on the 
Life of Christ.  Commenting after 
the camp, Rev Ryan McKee stated, 
“We have been so encouraged by 
the feedback from the children 
and parents and especially thrilled 
to hear of children saying how 
they have been blessed through 
the meetings and devotional times 
at morning and night with their 
dorm leaders.  Plans are already 
underway for Camp 2020. Keep an 
eye out in the Vision Magazine and 
on the Mission Board Website for 
an announcement with details in 
the coming months.”  

Whitefield 
College 
Student and his 
family visit

Spain 
Mr Raymond Morrow and 

his family visited Spain for 
several weeks in July 2019. He 
assisted Rev Lyle Boyd in the 
church services and local outreach 
opportunities.    

  Above: 
The congregation at Cortijos Nuevos, Spain

  Above: Rev Lyle Boyd and 
Mr Raymond Morrow at the 
book table outreach in Beas de 
Segura, Spain
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MissiOnary visiOn
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  Right: Free Presbyterian Missionaries, 
Youth Council Outreach team members and 
local workers who conducted the Vacation 
Bible School in Liberia

Youth Council 
Outreach Team 
to Liberia

In the Summer of 2019, a youth council 
team left Northern Ireland to travel 
to Liberia to assist our missionaries. 

During their trip they ministered at the 
annual Vacation Bible School and the 
Independence Day celebrations.  

  Below: 
Missionary to Liberia, Miss 

Joanne Greer is pictured at the 
registration table for the annual 

Vacation Bible School. She 
is pictured with Mr Jonathan 

Storey (2nd year student at the 
Whitefield College of the Bible) 

and Miss Elizabeth Edwards 
(Lisburn), both of whom spent a 

prolonged period in Liberia during 
the summer of 2019
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MissiOnary visiOn

Uganda

  Right: Due to the generosity 
of many in Northern Ireland, 
the Mission Board recently 
purchased a new Toyota 
pick-up truck for the 
use of our missionaries 
in Uganda. The Toyota 
Hilux will be a great help in 
the work.

A year after suffering a heart attack 
at Dublin airport, while preparing 
to travel to Uganda, Rev David 

McMillan returned to give thanks to 
the paramedics who treated him at 
the scene. Rev McMillan (centre) is 
pictured with Mission Board treasurer, 
Mr Alastair Hamilton presenting tokens 
of appreciation to staff at Dublin. 
Following the meeting, Rev McMillan 
and Mr Hamilton travelled to Uganda 
without incident.  

Rev David 
McMillan returns 
to thank Dublin 
Paramedics

  Right: Mr Andy Foster has constructed a 
purpose-built incinerator on the church and school 
site in Uganda. This new facility will assist with the 
ongoing needs in Uganda. 

As Rev Ian Harris takes time out from the role of Chairman due to health issues, 
Presbytery has appointed Rev D Park as Interim Chairman of the Mission Board. 

Rev David McMillan has been appointed secretary. Please remember Rev Harris in 
prayer and these brethren in these important positions.  

Prayer
requesT

Update on
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Office: 
Mrs Glenda Graham, 
3 Carrigenagh Road, 
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE
T: 028 4176 5574   
office@fpcmission.org

Interim Secretary:  
Rev David McMillan,
1 Drummanmore Grange, 
Armagh, BT61 8RQ
T: 028 3778 8150
rev.mcmillan@fpcmission.org

Interim Chairman: 
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street, 
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T: 028 2766 2039
hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Treasurer:  
Mr Alastair Hamilton,
37A Ballymacvea Road, 
Kells, Ballymena BT42 3NH
T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org

fPcMissiOn.OrgsTay uP TO DaTe aT

Book Appeal
chrisTian bOOKs anD bibles are requireD 
fOr The bOOKshOPs in Kenya
all books and bibles (new and used) can be given to 
missionary Council Representatives

On 21st May a container 
from Northern Ireland set 
sail for Mombasa Port, 

Kenya. The container, carrying 
sixty-six boxes of books and Sunday 
School Materials for Miss Russell, 
arrived in Nairobi in August. 
The boxes were then transported 
the 382kms from Nairobi to the 
mission compound in Kitale. On 
receiving the consignment, Rev 

Malcolm Patterson (missionary 
in Kenya) said, “We are very 
grateful to those who contributed 
to the 66 boxes sent by Mission 
Board; some second-hand Bibles, 
second-hand books and new 
books and materials. There were 
also thousands of children’s tracts 
produced by Mission Board for use 
at the Agricultural Show in Kitale 
18th -21st September.”   

Literature 
arrives in 
Kenya



Dates 
For The Diary

nOveMber
10th

OMAGH, REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
Time: 7.30pm  

Speaker: Rev C Mercer

15th

EDUCATION BOARD RALLY
Venue: Omagh Free Presbyterian Church

Time: 8.00pm  
Speaker: Rev C Mercer 

Also participating: Pupils from Clogher Valley and Kilskeery IC Schools

17th - 27th

OMAGH, GOSPEL MISSION 
Venue: Denamona PS, Fintona

Time: Sunday 3.30pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Speakers: Rev C Mercer and others

nOveMber/DeceMber
17th - 1st

SIXMILECROSS, GOSPEL MISSION
Venue: Sixmilecross Orange Hall

Time: Sunday 3.30pm, Mon-Fri 8.00pm
Speakers: Revs T Ormerod, J Morrow

Whitefield 
College 
of the Bible

Entrance Examinations for prospective candidates for the Theological Course at 
the Whitefield College for the year beginning September 2020 will take place at 
the Whitefield College on the following dates:

Monday 23 March 19.00   English Grammar 
Tuesday 24 March 19.00   English Language & Expression 
Wednesday 25 March 19.00   History  

Candidates must report by 18.50 and are expected to provide their own writing 
paper. All candidates should forward the Entrance Examination Fee 
of £35 (for each subject) before 2 March 2020 to: 

Whitefield College of the Bible 356 Ravenhill Road, Belfast BT6 8GL 
E: wcboffice@btconnect.com

Entrance 
Examinations


