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S

ummer, for most of us, is
synonymous with holidays. Schools,
colleges and universities typically
have a seasonal break to take advantage
of the warmer weather – promised, if not
always realised, in UK – and longer days.

Naturally these annual holiday months will
vary from one part of the world to another, but
here, the months of July and August represent
the traditional time to step away from the
usual routine, if only for a brief period. And
such diversion is good for us. In the midst of an
increasingly busy schedule, Christ instructed
His disciples to ‘Come apart…and rest a while’
(Mark 6:31), and the wisdom of this counsel is
recognised now more than ever.
Some readers will be aware of the derivation
of the word ‘holiday’. The term goes back to the
Old English, and to two words equating to ‘holy’
and ‘day’. Originally the concept was related to
religious observance – a setting aside of some
regular duties in order to allow the individual
to attend to ‘sacred’ obligations associated with
certain dates on the calendar. And, for a long
time, such ‘holy days’ were the only ‘holidays’
known by the average citizen. Today, while
national holidays in the Western world may still

be arranged around ‘Christian festivals’, they
have more to do with recreation than religion.

Summer is a testing time in congregational life.
Some normal activities are suspended, and
attendances mostly diminish. With everyone
in holiday mode, the temptation is to take a
summer-long break from the local fellowship,
and it is a temptation some find difficult to resist.
But remember, the work goes on, and summer
has its own opportunities, notably in special
seasonal outreaches. And there is the chance of
hearing a different voice in the pulpit – here is
a time to encourage the students, lay-preachers
and retired ministers who come faithfully to
conduct services during these weeks, and who
will inevitably bring ‘a word in season’.

So, whether your holiday is a day or two ‘here
and there’ – ‘staycation’ is the modern word
– or a longer visit to somewhere more exotic:
enjoy! And don’t forget to support those who
ensure that the doors of your local church
don’t close, holidays or not!
⁞⁞ Timothy Nelson

editor@fpvision.org

Winning Over Worry
“‘Be careful For Nothing”
Philippians 4:6

W

orry and care are frequent lodgers in our
minds and hearts. They come in uninvited
and bring with them so much disorder and
distress, and not infrequently, depression of spirit. Must
they remain or can they be put to flight? The Lord gives a
very clear command: “Be careful (full of care) for nothing”
(Philippians 4:6). The literal meaning is, ‘be full of care for not
even one thing’. Does this mean we are never to have a concern
for anything? Just be carefree and easy-going all the time?

good. This truth alone brings a calm to a perplexed mind and
an anxiety-torn heart. The very same verse that reveals this
promise tells us we are to cast our care upon Him. This is where
we so often fail. We try to manage the cares that our heavenly
Father and Friend is willing and ready to take upon Himself.
We keep them to ourselves, and walk ill at ease, when we
could and should be walking in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.

To cast our care upon the Lord is to experience spiritually, what
the people who ‘cast’ their garments upon the colt on which
Christ would ride into Jerusalem, experienced physically.
God doesn’t prohibit us engaging in legitimate care or
Those garments were no longer on their backs or in their
concern, such as Paul had when he spoke of: “that
hands. There was now a distance between them and
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
their garments. Hannah did just this when “she
churches” (2 Corinthians 11:28). But there is a
He
poured out [her] soul before the Lord” in prayer
wrong kind of care – a sinful, carking care that
knows our
and “her countenance was no more sad” (1
needs and
causes so much anxiety. It’s the type Martha
Samuel 1:15,18). In prayer, she unburdened
He
delights
in
had when the Lord Jesus told her she was
hearing
us
tell
her trouble filled heart, casting her care upon
“careful (full of care) and troubled about
Him about that
the
Lord. She no longer held on to that which
many things” (Luke 10:41). The seeds of this
which makes us
distressed
her and robbed her of peace of mind.
care brought her a harvest of discontentment
anxious.
and disappointment. While the affairs of life
are not to be left to negligence or uncertainty, we
must not allow them to put our hearts in a state of
upheaval. The Saviour warned his own disciples of just how
injurious to the soul “the cares of this life” can be (Luke 21:34).

What then is the prevention and cure of such a state? Remember
the words, “He careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7). How great and
gracious is this promise! The God of unerring knowledge,
everlasting love, and almighty power says this! The One who
knows us, loves us and makes all things work together for our

We must make sure that we cast ALL our care upon
Him – that means every thing that would trigger worry
in our hearts. He knows our needs and He delights in hearing
us tell Him about that which makes us anxious. Let us learn
to turn everything that is a subject of anxiety into a subject
of prayer.

⁞⁞ Rev Leslie Curran, Associate Editor, is the Director of Let the Bible
Speak radio ministry in N Ireland and a regular preacher on its worldwide
network of broadcasts.
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TN:

The Interview:

JG:

Joy Gillespie

The Free Presbyterian Church is thankful for
the labours of those women who have responded
to missionary challenge, both home and abroad.
Among them is Joy Gillespie, who continues to
serve faithfully in Spain. The Editor snatched a
few minutes with her as she prepared to return
to the field after her recent furlough.
TN: Timothy Nelson JG: Joy Gillespie
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TN:
JG:

Joy, we associate you with Armagh.
Is that your home?
Yes. Actually, I was born in Bangor. My
parents were from County Armagh,
but my father’s job with the Milk
Marketing Board brought him to North
Down, so I spent my first four years in
Bangor quite near to where the church
is located, but I don’t really remember
anything of that time.

Then your schooldays were
spent in Armagh?
I went to Armstrong Primary School
in the city, then on to the High School,
and the ‘Tech’ as it was called then.
I enjoyed my time at school well
enough, but I have to admit that I was
not especially academic. Maths was
fine, but English another story!

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

What happened after school?
Well, I really had two jobs, I suppose. I worked
in Ewart’s Jewellers in the centre of Armagh, but
outside ‘normal’ working hours I was fulfilling
a long-held ambition. As a girl I had always had
a desire to join the army. My parents suggested
that I should consider a part-time role, just to see
if I would like it. In Northern Ireland this meant
joining the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR),
which I did when I was 19. I was part of ‘C’
Company, and for the next two and a half years I
served in a variety of rural areas around Armagh.
I did enjoy it, feeling it to be worthwhile, a way to
serve my country.
What about your religious background?
My mother had been raised in the Church of
Ireland, but in Bangor an issue arose over the
desire to bring a statue of the saint after whom the
church had been named into the building. Mum
knew this was wrong, and someone commented
that the Free Presbyterian Church might be
worth considering. Soon we were in Armagh,
and the family began attending services there.
We benefited so much from the ministry of Dr S
B Cooke, and, in time, I passed through Sunday
School and the Young People’s Fellowship. I was
converted early on, as a child of seven, at home,
when my mother pointed me to the Lord Jesus
Christ.

How did you end up studying at the Whitefield
College?
Initially, I had no thought of it. I remember when
my sister Gillian was there, someone suggested I
might ‘follow in her footsteps’. “No way!” I replied.
But God had a different plan. I often witnessed to
colleagues in the UDR, taking every opportunity
to speak for the Lord. Then one day I was asked,
“Are you sure you’re in the right army?” That
challenged me, and the Lord continued to deal
with me and show me that it was indeed His will
for me to take this step.

Did you enjoy your time at College?
Absolutely. It wasn’t easy. As I said, I am no
great academic, so there were difficulties in
that area, but I really enjoyed the process of
learning, opening my eyes to systematic study of
God’s Word – and, of course, the fellowship and
friendship with other students was a blessing.
So why Spain?
That’s quite a long story! Before I went to College
I spent a few months in Switzerland taking
the Child Evangelism Fellowship course in
children’s work. There I met missionaries from
Barcelona, who spoke of the vastness of that city

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

TN:
JG:

and of their inability to get beyond one part of
it. I heard Rev John Hanna speak at an Easter
Convention, emphasizing the need of Spain, and
also the fact that more missionaries ‘drop out’
from that field than anywhere else. Would I be
willing to consider such a place? Then in College
I corresponded with our missionaries in Spain. I
often prayed about the country, so much so that
another student remarked that maybe the Lord
was burdening me for that land. Then I arranged
to visit with missionary Debbie Nicholls in
Madrid. I was daunted by what I found in that
great city, but I did feel a sense of peace when I
was able to travel down to the area where Lyle
and Heather Boyd were serving. Anyhow, it was
clear to the missionaries in Spain that I had an
interest, it was confirmed to my own heart, and
after completing my thesis the Mission Board
accepted me as a candidate for Spain.
What happened next?
I was sent to Madrid to prepare for service in
Spain. I spent two and a half years there, studying
the language, taking a course in Hispanics, and
generally acclimatizing. I enjoyed that time,
living with a Spanish family during the week and
with the missionaries at the weekend.

Tell us about where you live and work now
I arrived in Cortijos Nuevos in June 2000. I was
very much the outsider in a small rural village –
three or four hundred people – and I soon knew
it. About half of the people wouldn’t speak to
me, understandable I suppose in the context of
things; I am the only ‘foreigner’ and there is only
one other Christian. But things have moved on
and 95% of the people will acknowledge me now.
The area is very isolated, the population mostly
elderly, olive growing the main ‘industry’, and
the nearest substantial town, Ubeda, 75 minutes
away.
What does your routine involve?
I need to be flexible, and to use my time to best
advantage in changing circumstances, but I am
involved regularly in children’s meetings, tract
distribution, book table witness, English tuition
and a series of home Bible Studies.

Thanks for your time.
How can our readers help you?
Most of all, by praying – for me, that I might know
His strength, grace and wisdom; for the believers
here, who are genuine and whom it has really
cost to profess faith in Christ and identify with
the church; and for Spain, that the Lord will send
his Spirit in revival blessing.
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Investigating the Issues:

Suicide
Suicide is the act
of voluntarily and
deliberately killing
oneself. The term comes
from two Latin words,
sui, meaning “self,” and
caedere, meaning “to
kill.” Current statistics
are disturbing, even
frightening! Most
developed countries
in the Western world,
including N Ireland, are
witnessing a significant
increase in suicide,
notably among young
men.
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I

s there anything in life more heart
breaking? Suicide affects the
individual concerned, but also
family, friends, generations to come,
leaving in its wake so many unanswered
questions. There are no answers - only
silence. One pastor wrote of his emotions
after his son, who suffered from manic
depression, committed suicide on his
18th birthday. At times, he felt as if even
heaven had fallen silent, such was the
deep despair and the feelings of rejection
he experienced. A colleague had asked
him to speak at a conference, but after
his son’s suicide, the pastor did not hear
from his associate again. He went on to
quote Psalm 88:15-18, believing that he
had entered into the same deep, lonely
despondency.
Faced with someone contemplating
suicide, or with the family of someone
who has taken his own life, we often
remain silent, not knowing what to say.

Some may prefer not to speak about
this issue; but we must face it honestly,
openly, sympathetically and biblically.

Scripture

Both Old and New Testaments contain
precepts confirming that suicide is
a morally reprehensible act on the
part of a rational person. These are
summarised by the Shorter Catechism
(Answer 69): ‘The sixth commandment
forbiddeth the taking away of our own
life.’ (Cf Exodus 20:13) Suicide is the
individual’s attack upon the sovereignty
of God. Life belongs to God; He alone has
the right to take it (Deuteronomy 32:39;
Job 1:21). While the Bible contains
examples of suicides – all by men, Saul
and his amour-bearer (1 Samuel 31:45), Ahithophel (2 Samuel 17:23), King
Zimri (1 Kings 16:18-19) and Judas
Iscariot (Matthew 27:5) – their ends
were tragic, and God approved of none
of them.

Sickness
The killing of one’s self with malice
aforethought, while in the possession of a
sound mind, is a heinous sin. It is certainly
never a solution to one’s problems, for
death is not the end – after death, there is
the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).
However, we must also recognise
that “many who commit suicide do so
when they are so mentally unbalanced
or deeply depressed that they are
incapable of rational or logical thought.”
(Dr Alan Cairns, Theological Dictionary).
These need medical attention.

Those who claim that depression is
always caused by a spiritual problem –
it can be – should consider the words of
physician and preacher Martyn LloydJones, “Physical issues can produce
depression. In such cases, depression is
not primarily a spiritual issue but one of
health or diet or rest. Memorizing a Bible
verse, while always a good idea, won’t
substitute for needed refreshment,
nutrition, or other medical intervention.”
Many who die by their own hand have a
diagnosable psychiatric disorder at the
time of their death.

Sympathy

Society
Historically, most societies have regarded
suicide as wrong, even criminal. However,
in some cultures with limited or no
Christian influence, suicide is acceptable
in the wake of social disgrace or as an
attempt to atone for misconduct.

Today, the rising rate of suicide among
young people reflects changing values
in the moral and social fabric of our own
culture. It is a symptom of departure from
the Christian faith. Alcohol and drugs
are often involved. Some recent studies
link increase in male unemployment
with the rise in suicide among men.
Secular humanism, with its emphasis
on “the right to die”, gives it a measure
of acceptability and respectability. Some
even argue that suicide is a person’s
right to self-determination. The ‘no-God’
ideology and ‘no-ultimate-Judgment’
concept unquestionably encourage the
act of suicide.

It is time to speak openly and
sympathetically about depression and
mental illness. Chemical imbalance
in the brain may lead to clinical
depression. So, to imply that resorting
to medication is not ‘spiritual’ is not
only nonsensical, but also cruel and
arrogant. How many might have been
prevented from taking their lives if
only they had sought help? Perhaps
some remained silent because they
were fearful of the condemnation they
believed would follow any admission of
depressive or suicidal thoughts.

It is understandable that even Christian
families, desiring to protect their
children from any hurt or stigma, wish to
keep quiet about mental illness. Others
seek to maintain the facade of a perfect
family. Some parents may feel that their
child’s struggles are a judgment of God:
‘If only we had a stronger faith, this never
would have happened.’ Many forget that
Moses, Elijah and Jonah experienced
depression so deep that each told God
he wanted to die.

Families may also fear gossip and
judgmental criticism. I have heard it
said, ‘surely, anyone who takes his own
life could not be in heaven’. Such an
observation is not only insensitive; it
also displays a basic misunderstanding
of God’s grace and of a salvation that is
eternal.

Support

May God enable us to be sensitive and
supportive towards those who struggle
with suicidal thoughts! We often sing
the hymn ‘There is a fountain filled with
blood’ yet forget that it was written in an
asylum. William Cowper’s friends had
him committed after he had attempted
suicide three times. All his adult life he
battled with mental illness, yet the Lord
used him to write great hymns (Others
include ‘O For a closer Walk with God’,
‘What various hindrances we meet’ and
‘God moves in a mysterious way’). John
Newton saved Cowper from suicide
several times. He prayed with him and
befriended him, often spending the
dark morning hours seeking to calm
him. Who knows what relief modern
medication might have brought this
suffering soul? God alone can interpret
the mysteries surrounding his troubled
spiritual pilgrimage and mental malady.
But who, in Cowper’s condition, would
not desire a pastor and friend like John
Newton? We must all pray with the
Psalmist, ‘LORD, make me to know …
how frail I am’ (Psalm 39:4)

Encourage those with depressive
thoughts to go to Christ for rest
(Matthew 11:28). Urge them to talk
with loved ones, their pastor, and doctor.
If there is a potential suicide risk, seek
professional help immediately. Do not
delay. Those grieving the loss of a loved
one as a result of suicide need prayer
and sympathetic support. Above all,
they require the reassurance of the
Lord’s love and care.
The Pastor I mentioned at the outset
later testified,“ I’ve learned one thing.
I believe I’ve met the worst and Jesus
Christ is still sufficient” And so He is.

⁞⁞ Rev Ron Johnstone, immediate past
Moderator of the Free Presbyterian Church,
ministers in Newtownards. He convenes the
Publications Committee, and continues to
lecture in the Whitefield College of the Bible.
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News

Coleraine Presentations

P

resentations were recently made to three
members of Session in the Coleraine
congregation in appreciation of many
years of dedicated service. Mr Melville Smyth
was Congregation Secretary from 1981 until
2011; Mr Albert McIntyre, Clerk of Session from
1981 until 2012; and Mr Trevor Wylie, Sunday
School Superintendent from 1975 until 2012.

Photo, from left to right: Mr Melville Smyth, Mr
Albert McIntyre, Rev Roger Higginson (Minister)
and Mr Trevor Wylie.

New Building For
Ballymagerney

T

he congregation at Ballymagerney, near Loughgall,
in County Armagh has commenced work on a new
purpose-built structure a short distance from its present
building. Since its establishment in 1988, the congregation has
met in the former Ballymagerney Methodist Church. While
this building has served the work well, it lacks the amenities
expected in a modern facility, and there is the added difficulty
of inadequate parking. Funds are in hand to complete the
first phase of the project. Pray for the congregation, currently
vacant, its officers and Interim-moderator, Rev Jim Hartin .

Lough Erne Convention

A

regular feature of the summer calendar is the Lough
Erne Convention hosted by Bethel Free Presbyterian
Church, Enniskillen. Speakers this year will be
Moderator Rev John Greer, Dr Alan Cairns and Dr John
Douglas. The meetings run from 3rd – 11th August, Sundays
at 12.00 & 8.00 pm and weeknights at 8.00 pm.

08

Same Sex ‘Marriage’:
Update

T

he government’s ‘Marriage (Same-Sex Couples)
Bill’ has passed its second reading in the House
of Commons despite a higher percentage of
members voting against. The anticipated ‘rebellion’ in the
upper chamber did not materialise, a blocking measure
rejected by a margin of more than 2:1. The first of these
ceremonies may now be conducted by the middle of 2014.
Meanwhile the Church of Scotland, while affirming
“its current doctrine and practice in relation to human
sexuality”, has voted to allow congregations to depart from
this teaching and permit its ministers to enter homosexual
relationships. Moderator Lorna Hood called the decision “a
massive vote for the peace and unity of the church”! Clearly
there is dissent, with two congregations having left the
Kirk over the issue, though the wonder is that it is only two.

The previous Irish Presbyterian Moderator, Dr Roy
Patton, a guest at the Scottish General Assembly,
intimated that “Presbyterians in Ireland will have
difficulty agreeing” with the decision, and spoke of
a strain on relationships between the churches. In
reality, there can be no legitimate response to such
manoeuvrings that stops short of outright condemnation.

It is no act of friendship to gloss over error, and to allow
those so ensnared to continue on a downward path.
Separation from such anti-scriptural practices, and those
who condone them, is the only valid course – though those
who call for it will hardly be commended! (Galatians 4:16).

News

Rev Patrick Retires

A

pril 2013 marked the retirement of Rev Michael and
Mrs Carol Patrick from ministry in Perth, Australia,
and their return to N Ireland after twenty-six years
‘down under’. The Mission Board is grateful to God for
overruling in all these arrangements.

A Farewell Service was held in Perth on 21st April, some
visitors attending for the first time. A special lunch followed.
Rev. Ian Hall and Mr Lloyd Glover (Clerk of Session) travelled
from Port Lincoln. Mr Hall preached from Acts 20: 20-21 on
“The Ministry of the Gospel”, expressing the appreciation of
the churches in Australia for Rev Patrick’s faithfulness.
Rev. & Mrs Patrick’s granddaughters, Sabrina and Juliana,
sang “Amazing Grace”. Son Jason and daughter Wendy spoke
warmly of their parents’ godly influence and example. Jason
used an acrostic of his father’s names to pay personal and
congregational tributes.
M
I
C
H
A
E
L
P
A
T
R
I
C
K

Moral in living
Integrity in weakness
Communion with God
Honour in duty
Always in the Word and Prayer
Example to be followed
Loving husband, father, grandfather.

Preaching which has been Christ centred
Authority by the Holy Ghost in preaching
True to the Word of God and the God of the Word
Resting on God’s Word
Integrity in weakness
Communion with God
Knowledge of God and people.

Jason and Wendy also spoke of the invaluable role their
mother had played in their father’s ministry, in the family,
and in the various congregations they had served.
After some presentations, Rev Patrick spoke, prefacing his
remarks by the words of Job 3 v 5: “For the thing which I
greatly feared is come upon me” – referring to his farewell,
leaving Perth, and retirement. He thanked all in attendance,
and expressed deep appreciation for the gifts and for support
in the work of the Lord over many years. Over lunch many
had opportunity to speak with Rev and Mrs Patrick and to say
their own private farewells.

The Mission Board convened a special ‘Welcome Home
and Retirement Service’ in Lisburn on Friday 17th May.
Family, friends and Missionary Council delegates gathered
to hear Rev. Alan Smylie preach with encouragement from
Hebrews 6:10: “For God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love”. Other ministers participated and
presentations were made from Presbytery and the Mission
Board. Mr Patrick replied, thanking those who had helped
and supported him throughout his ministry, especially his
wife Carol. The Lisburn Congregation kindly provided supper,
and old friends joined with the Patricks and wished them
God’s blessing.

Pray that Mr and Mrs Patrick enjoy good health in retirement,
and that God opens doors of service for them. Please seek
the Lord’s comfort for those still in Australia. Remember too
the Perth congregation, awaiting the arrival of Rev Philip
Gardiner, entry visa pending. Pray with us that this matter
will soon be resolved. We are indebted to Dr David McIlveen
and Mr Robert Palmer for pulpit supply in the interim period.
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Elijah the Prophet
Boys and Girls, 1 Kings 17 tells the
story of Elijah the prophet. God had
sent a great famine upon the land.
Then He instructed
Elijah to go and stay by
a little river called the
brook ‘Cherith’. Verse
6 says that ‘the ravens
brought him bread
and flesh (meat) in the
morning, and bread and
flesh in the evening’.
Now this in itself was
a wonderful miracle,
but what makes it even
more special is the fact
that God used ravens to
bring the food to Elijah. Ravens are
selfish, greedy birds. There have been
reports of them not bothering to feed
their young in the nest even though
there was plenty of food around.
Ravens are also very dirty birds. They
are scavengers; they pick over the
carcases of other dead animals for
their food. This is why ravens were
included in the list of unclean animals
that God instructed the children of
Israel never to eat. (Leviticus 11)

Truly this was indeed a great miracle!
God was able to change the nature of
the raven for His own purposes. He
was able to use this
greedy, selfish and
unclean bird and to
feed Elijah.
But if we look closely
at ourselves, we soon
discover that we have
a lot in common with
the raven –because
of our sinful nature,
we are every bit as
selfish, greedy and
unclean. Yet, God can
still, through His wonderful salvation,
change us, cleanse us, make us
whole, and fit us to serve Him. In 2
Corinthians 5v17 we read, ‘therefore
if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.’
Boys, girls, I wonder have you
experienced this change in your life
yet? When God changes and saves us,
He makes us useful in His service.

⁞⁞ Compiled by Robert McConnell

‘...I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place
for you, I will come
again and receive you
unto myself...’
John 14v2-3

Prizes

Rearrange the letters

If you are 12 or under send your
answer, name, address, church attended to:

Take the first letter of each of the pictures to spell out
the missing word. Find a clue in the starred verse!

Rev. Stephen Pollock
Email: answer@fpvision.org
51 Old Junction Road, Kilskeery,
Co Tyrone, BT78 3RN.
March Winners each receive £5!
»» Sarah Hanna,
»» Rebekah Gilmore
»» Esther Cousins
»» Mary Dickey

Answer:
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______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

»» Joshua Kerrigan
»» Joshua Hylands
»» Stephen Hylands

May Winners in next issue!

Youth Focus
⁞⁞ Compiled by Dr Stephen Pollock

As Christians we have a desire
to live a life pleasing to God.
We want to have the right
understanding of God and truth
and then live that out day by
day. We are told that the Word
of God is ‘the only rule to direct
us how we may glorify and enjoy
him.’ (Shorter Catechism Answer
2) But is the Bible reliable? If our
answer is negative, we oppose the
testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ.

For Him, the reliability and
authority of the Scriptures rested
on the truth that they were the very
words of God. In Matthew 19:45, Christ makes it clear that He
believes that the God of Creation
is a God who speaks. Unlike the
idols (Psalm115:5), the true and
living God does speak. Later, in v8,
He states that Moses was speaking,

referring to words that in their
original setting were the words of
God (Deuteronomy 24:1). So the
Lord believed that the writings of
Moses were the written form of the
spoken words of God. Compare John
10:34-36 where the Lord uses the
terms ‘Law’ (i.e. the Pentateuch),
Scripture (i.e. writings) and ‘Word
of God’ synonymously.
It is clear that the Lord viewed the
entire Old Testament as of equal
authority – speaking of ‘the law of
Moses… the prophets, and… the
psalms…’ in Luke 24:44. Thus as we
read, in black and white, the written
words of our Old Testaments, the
Lord Jesus assures us that we are
reading the very words of God!
It won’t surprise us then that the
Apostles confirm the teaching

of their Master as they speak of
the Scriptures (the writings) as
being inspired by God, literally
‘breathed-out’ by God, or being the
work of ‘holy men of God…moved
by the Holy Ghost.’ (2 Timothy
3:16, 2 Peter 1:21).

What of the New Testament? The
Lord predicted that those who
wrote those books would also write
the words of God. The promise of
the Holy Ghost was given to the
disciples. “He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you” (John 14:26). And
so, years later, Peter refers to Paul’s
letters as ‘Scripture.’(2 Peter 3:16)
Can you trust the Bible? Well, it
is the word of God who cannot lie.
Who says so? The Lord says so!

From the Old to the Young
“2 Tim. 3v16, ‘All scripture is
given by inspiration of God…’ …
it is ALL SCRIPTURE; it is all
that is written; meaning thereby
the thoughts after they have
received the stamp of language.
No restriction; all Scripture is in
such wise a work of God, that it

is represented to us as uttered
by the divine breathing, just as
human speech is uttered by the
breathing of a man’s mouth. The
prophet is the mouth of God.”
(From Chapter 2, ‘Theopnuestia:
The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy
Scriptures’, L.Gaussen)
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Facebook fan? You’re not alone! One person in seven worldwide
has a Facebook account. For the Christian, this raises questions.
‘Are these networks the next big mission field or an enormous
waste of time?’ Or: ‘Should we participate in social networking?’
The answer to these questions is
determined by whether we can
honestly ask God to bless and use our
actions for His own good purposes
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

Do you have a
question about
Christian doctrine and
conduct?
Send your questions
to: questions@
fpvision.org
This month, we asked
the Rev. Ian Brown
(Londonderry FPC) to
answer the question
‘Should Christians
use Facebook?’
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Who cares if you are walking to the
shop, your shoelaces become untied, or
that you need to brush your teeth later?
To feed a ‘look-at-me’ and ‘love-me’
mentality is to fall victim to vanity.

Christians who participate in social
networking should be aware of some
negative aspects.

3. Sequel
“... God requireth that which is past.”
(3:15). No matter where you go on the
Internet, no matter how ‘private’ you
think your posts are, your ‘footprints
and fingerprints’ are all traceable.
Assume that everything written is
permanent and viewable by everyone.
This will cause us to stop and think
of the impact our status, photo,
comments, or blog posts may have,
today, and in the future.

2. Self-love
Our world has a serious vanity problem
(1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23).
Facebook prompts us to tell what we
are doing at any given moment – and
while it is certainly not wrong to post
a picture of yourself or tell someone
about your holiday or day at work,
some respond in excruciating detail.

All our communications, verbal or
written, should be “always with
grace” (Colossians 4:6) and be “that
which is good to the use of edifying
that it may minister grace to the
hearers” (Ephesians 4:29). Principled
disagreements between the Lord’s
people should be handled according
to scriptural criteria (Matt 18:15-17),

Ecclesiastes is one of the most ‘earthy’
books of Holy Scripture – dealing with
issues where ‘the rubber really meets
the road,’ expertly guiding through
this world. With this book in hand,
we subject social networking to some
scriptural analysis.

The Negatives

1. Security
“That which is crooked cannot be made
straight” (1:15). Since not everyone
on the Internet has pure motives, we
should utilise the privacy settings, and
be selective as to who is accepted as
a “friend” or “fan.” Much content on
Facebook is simply wicked to the core;
Christians must always steer well clear
of this.

4. Savagery
“So I returned, and considered all
the oppressions that are done under
the sun: and behold the tears of
such as were oppressed ... they had
no comforter.” (4:1). People tend to
dump their anger and unhappiness on
Facebook for everyone to see. Others
think nothing of slugging it out, or
using social media as a bullying tool.

otherwise unnecessary division
arises within the church and
reproach is brought upon the
Lord’s name.

5. Seasonable
“To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose
under the heaven ... a time to
keep silence, and a time to speak.”
(3:1,7). If life revolves around
Facebook, questions need to be
asked, including:

• Has this become a ‘god’ to me?
If Facebook is too important to
me, I may need to stop.
• Am I stealing from my employer
because I am whiling away the
hours by tending to virtual crops
and penning in sheep at Farmville,
or crunching colourful sweets in
Candy Crush Saga?
• Is Facebook encouraging
contentment or resentment (cf
4:4,6)? Am I jealous of how
many “likes” someone else’s posts
attract? Am I content to shut out
real life while hunched over my
keyboard?
Limiting the time devoted to
social networking sites is both
healthy and wise.

The Positives

On the other hand, there are
definitely positive aspects
of social networking. There
is nothing wrong with being
friends with people and building
relationships, virtually or
even face-to-face. With careful
use, social media sites can be
enormously productive mission

fields, facilitating the instruction
of 11:1,6: “Cast thy bread upon
the waters: In the morning sow
thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand”.

Social media allow us to
increase our sphere of influence
– thus leading to evangelistic
opportunities unavailable
elsewhere – by reconnecting
with old friends and opening up
new avenues for sharing Christ.
They allow us to engage spiritual
seekers, meeting them where
they are, and so share the love of
Christ; to bring encouragement
and spiritual guidance to others;
and to pray regularly and
knowledgeably for friends.
I have used it to promote the
‘Consider Christ’ evangelistic
campaign; to post Bible verses
and challenges; to defend
Creationism via, ‘I Support
Inclusion of Creationism at the
Causeway Centre’; and to make
announcements for meetings on
our church page.

Avoid difficulties associated with
Facebook by remembering that
God sees all we say, do, and post.
May this knowledge prompt
every Christian using Facebook
to use it well, wisely, and for
good purposes, not allowing it
to become a stumbling block to
ourselves or others (3:11).
From beginning to end –
everywhere we go – let’s make
the glory of God our goal!
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Ready to Read

I had assumed that this was the case. Why would a minister
need to read anything else? My friend began to speak about
books I didn’t know existed: ‘The Westminster Confession
of Faith’ and Shedd’s ‘Dogmatic Theology’, to name but two.
From that point on I listened carefully to preachers, noting
references to any book or author. I then made it my mission
to obtain that book for myself. Remember this was in the
days before ‘e-readers’, ‘Google’ or ‘Amazon’! I remember

my first trip to the Evangelical Bookshop in College Square
Belfast to obtain a copy of A.W. Pink’s ‘Sovereignty of God.’
At the same time, a friend gave me a used copy of Dr. Martin
Lloyd-Jones on Romans. These two books were the catalyst
for a lifelong love of reading. They were easy to read and to
understand, and others soon followed until a small library
developed.
Now a minister myself, I realise that the man I had
approached years earlier was right. The Scriptures are
our only rule of faith and practice – but a healthy reading
life, alongside our study of the scriptures, is beneficial to
Christian growth. I thank God for his encouragement to
start reading young. That is so important. Don’t be like the
man who said to Pastor C H Spurgeon, ‘When I retire I will
have all the time to read your books, Mr. Spurgeon.’ The
preacher replied, ‘My friend if you leave it until then, those
books will be like sleeping pills to you!’
⁞⁞ Rev. Paul Thompson (Mount Merrion)

Youth
Council
Events
September Rallies
Friday 13 September at 8.00pm
th

RANDALSTOWN:
LURGAN:
OMAGH:
MULLAGLASS:
COMBER:
All Meetings:
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(N West, N & S Antrim)
Rev P Millen
(S West, Mid Ulster)
Rev D Creane
(West)			Rev J Morrow
(S Down, Mid Down)
Rev R McLernon
(Belfast, N Down) 		
Rev T Murray

Youth Singing, Outreach Reports, New Project Launch

Summer Open Airs

Reading books for me – other than required reading
for school or college – was well down the ‘to do’ list!
However, my views began to change as I grew as a
Christian. Listening to my minister preach each week,
I often wondered how he had so much information on
so many subjects just by reading the Bible. I suppose I
thought ministers were just gifted with all this knowledge
and it flowed out of them when it was needed! Eventually
I plucked up the courage to ask a senior member of our
congregation how ministers obtained so much material for
their sermons. I can still recall his answer: “Do you think
that our minister is reading only the scriptures?”

PORTRUSH
6th July, 7:00pm, Amphitheatre
March of Witness, 6.15, Ramore Head
Preacher: Rev R Higginson
Testimony: Brian Lorimer
Singing: Ballymoney Quartet

BANBRIDGE (Black Saturday)
31st Aug, 2:15pm
War Memorial
Preacher: Rev T Martin

Castlederg (Black Saturday)
31st Aug, Time: TBC
Outside FP Church
Preacher: Dr S Pollock

Youth Council
Delegates
Meeting
Larne FPC
Monday 16th Sept
8:00pm

A Word to Women
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee:” (Isaiah 26:3)

H

ow are you, dear sister in Christ? No, really,
I mean it. I know that in Northern Ireland
when people ask this question it is more
of a greeting than a genuine inquiry, and we don’t
really expect an answer. But I want you to answer
this question honestly, as I will. Are you feeling well
as you read this? You may assume I mean physically,
but actually I mean spiritually. Are you in good
spiritual health?

emotionally. These are verses that always comfort
my soul: I pray that as they settle in your heart
today they will help you to continue on your journey
towards your heavenly home and eternal rest.
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on Thee: because He trusteth in
Thee. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the
LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.”

Imagine… ‘perfect peace’! Here is something we
may think only obtainable when we finally reach
heaven. But no, our gracious and loving Heavenly
Father wants us to have it now, here on earth, before
we attain everlasting glory. But how is
this possible? The LORD will keep us
in perfect peace when we allow our
Next time
mind to stay on Him and His Word.
you find yourself
The word translated “stay” means
thinking too much
about a problem, or
to ‘wait, dwell, rest, rely, or focus’.

Obviously when we want to be sure of feeling well
physically, we will seek to follow a healthy, balanced
diet (that doesn’t mean a piece of cake in each
hand!), get plenty of fresh air, exercise and rest, and
keep our stress levels to a minimum. All this
is very good.

But what about your spiritual
health? Are you taking measures
to ensure that you are ‘in good
worrying endlessly
shape’ spiritually? Often in this
about some matter,
Next time you find yourself
busy world, with so much to
turn
your thoughts to
thinking too much about a
accomplish in a day, we can feel
the Lord and His
problem, or worrying endlessly
overwhelmed, worn out, weak, and
Word.
about some matter, turn your
perhaps agitated or uptight. If our
thoughts to the Lord and His Word. Ask
minds are upset or worked up, we are
yourself, ‘What does the Bible say about
most certainly not at rest. We find it difficult
this?’ Try to remind yourself of some Scripture
to think straight when the mind is unsettled, and
verses that relate to your case and dwell on those
the resulting confusion seems to affect everything –
truths instead. Ponder the Lord’s goodness in your
the molehills become mountains and the blue skies
life and all the blessings He has given you. Trust
become grey. But this is not how the Lord wants
Him to see you through the hard times and let Him
His children to live! We are meant to enjoy life as
comfort your heart with the peace that ‘passeth all
we serve Him, and bring glory to His Name, so we
understanding’.
must put measures in place that will help restore a
spiritually healthy mind.
As the lovely old hymn says, “Trust and obey, for
there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to
Isaiah knew a thing or two about advising those
trust and obey.”
who were letting the cares and troubles of this life
get a grip on them. Those wise words of praise and
thankfulness to the Lord in Isaiah 26: 3-4 will bring
⁞⁞ Karen Murray lives in Tandragee, N Ireland. She is a busy
comfort to us too. We may not have just the trials and
minister’s wife and is actively involved in the life and witness
difficulties faced by people in Old Testament times,
of her local congregation.
but our own troubles can deflate us spiritually and
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College Notes

College Year 2012-13
The student body, 2012-13, pictured with Principal Rev
Gordon Ferguson, Lecturers Revs John Armstrong, Ian Brown,
Timothy Nelson and David Park, and College Secretary Mrs
Linda Bell. Other members of staff were absent.

Photo is courtesy of Mr John Currie, who has given
assistance to the College and Presbytery over many years.
www.johncurriephotography.co.uk

Principal’s Report

T

he summer term is a busy
time for the students with
examinations in the month
of June and an anxious wait for the
results. Four of our students will
(DV) complete their course this year,
three ministerial students and one
who undertook the 2-year missionary
course.
Before the commencement of the
new college year in September all
the present students plus incoming
students are required to participate in
the outreach ministry of the college.
This is good experience for the
students and is generally arranged
to facilitate churches that specifically
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request the student body (or part of it)
to assist in the evangelisation of their
local area. This year the students will
be in Larne, and in the Ballynahinch
district in preparation for a Gospel
mission there. One student will spend
the summer in Lock, South Australia,
another will be preaching during
the month of July in Tavistock and in
Lewes, England, while another will
join the Youth Council Outreach, before
helping in South Wales. A prospective
student has been asked to preach in
Prince George in Canada, and another
may be in our Calgary church for some
weeks. Besides these efforts, others
will be assisting in different ways in
evangelism in Ulster.

On a personal note, I have settled well
into my new role and am enjoying my
work in the college. Please remember
us all in prayer and pray particularly
for an increase in the student body. Our
Saviour has told us that the harvest is
plenteous but the labourers few, and
we are conscious of the need for new
workers to fill up the vacancies in our
ranks. We have been encouraged to
receive a number of applications for
the next college year and we trust that
this is a token for good.
⁞⁞ Rev Gordon Ferguson

Academy Graduation

M

onday 25 March witnessed
the annual Presentation of
Certificates to those who had
completed the Whitefield Christian
Workers’ Training Academy course.
The venue was Newtownabbey Free
Presbyterian Church where this year’s
course also took place.

After a welcome from Rev Brian McClung,
Newtownabbey minister, outgoing
Director of Studies, Rev Thomas
Murray, paid tribute to the students and
lecturers, and to Mrs Linda Bell, College
Secretary, for her administrative work

on behalf of the Academy. Rev Trevor
Baxter led in prayer.

Some 120 people, including family and
friends of the 17 men and women who
received certificates gathered for the
service. The Moderator, Rev John Greer,
delivered a most challenging message
from Psalm 1, focusing on the blessing
of meditating on the Word of God.
Dr John Douglas read the Scriptures,
commended the work of Rev Thomas
Murray, who was relinquishing his
role as Director of Studies, and made
a presentation to him. Mr Robert

Academy Course 2013-14

T

he Whitefield Christian Workers
Training Academy commenced
in 2006, providing a two-year
evening course for those wishing
to sharpen their usefulness in the
Kingdom of God. It has proved very
popular and many have benefitted
from the discipline of attending 32
lectures over 16 evenings each year.
This academic year, 2013-14, a new
course is offered, a potential third year
for previous attendees, but open to all,
with no requirement to have completed
foregoing years. First time students are
invited to seize the opportunity, and
will be most welcome!
This year the venue is Lisburn Free
Presbyterian Church. There are two
terms each of 8 weeks, commencing
Thursday 24th October 2013, and
Thursday 30th January 2014.

Lectures will cover areas of Christian
doctrine, Bible survey, the geography of
the Gospels, Galilee, Jerusalem and the
Temple in the time of Christ, Biblical
counselling, depression, witnessing to
Roman Catholics, Christ as preacher
and model soul winner, and Irish
Church history.

The cost is £48 per term. There are no
examinations! All written material is
provided, together with refreshments
each evening. A diploma is presented
at the end of the year, with special
acknowledgement of those who
complete this year as their third.
Applications to: The Secretary,
Whitefield College Of The Bible, 117
Banbridge Road, Gilford, Craigavon,
BT63 6DL. Tel: 028 40662232

Heyburn made a further presentation
to Mr Murray on behalf of those who
had taken the course. Mr Heyburn
spoke appreciatively of the benefit
the participants had received from
their studies. Rev Gordon Ferguson,
recently appointed Whitefield College
principal, presented the certificates,
assisted by Miss Joyce Walsh, one of
the course lecturers.

Rev Gregory McCammon, the new
Director of Studies, offered the closing
prayer and returned thanks for the supper
provided by Newtownabbey ladies.

Whitefield College
of the Bible

COMMENCEMENT
SERVICE 2013-14
with
GRADUATION & LICENSING
CEREMONIES
Monday 9th September, 8.00pm
Dungannon Free
Presbyterian Church
Speaker: The Moderator

Principal, Faculty & Academic
Committee Members Participating
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A Look at the Book:
LEVITICUS
Of the five Books of Moses, Leviticus is less frequently
read and judged the most difficult by many readers both
young and old. Nevertheless, it is of supreme importance.

A

s to order, this book is the third in the
Pentateuch. Three in Scripture often has to do
with resurrection. When the Lord Jesus Christ
rose again on the third day, He entered into a new and
wonderful ministry.
Announcing this, He said, “I ascend unto My Father,
and your Father; and to My God, and your God,” John
20: 17. The new ministry to which He was ascending
was His High Priestly ministry. It is no coincidence that
Leviticus, the resurrection book of the Pentateuch, has
to do with God’s High Priest presenting the blood of
atonement in the sanctuary, or that Hebrews, the New
Testament counterpart to Leviticus, should reveal how
Christ fulfilled the Mosaic type by rising to ascend into
the heavenlies to present His own precious blood at
the mercy seat. There He has remained ever since, the
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Leviticus of the New Testament tells us, our Great High
Priest making intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25). .

PROGRESSION

A progression is to be noted in three books of the
Pentateuch. Where the word “Genesis” occurs in the
New Testament it proclaims the birth of Christ. Where
“Exodus” occurs in the NT it proclaims His sufferings
unto death and His subsequent exit from this world.
Leviticus, interpreted infallibly through Hebrews,
portrays Him, who alone can wear the garments of glory
and beauty, in His entrance into the sanctuary above.
Numbers teaches a further lesson for the believer –
his need to enter into God’s rest. Deuteronomy shows
this inheritance to be a prepared place for a prepared
people (cf John 14). In Joshua, Christ Himself appears
as the Captain of the Lord’s Host to lead His people,

their pilgrimage over and Jordan
crossed, into their promised
possession. Here is a gospel history
complete in itself!
Again, as the third of five,
Leviticus is the central book, and,
dealing with worship as it does, it
demonstrates that true worship
and acceptance with God depends
on the substitutionary and
mediatorial work of Christ. This
is the central truth of the Gospel,
of the whole New Testament
revelation as well as the Old.
Further, it will be found that at
the centre of this central book of
Pentateuch lies that great chapter
– which must therefore be at the
very heart of the Torah – depicting
the Day of Atonement. How clearly
has the Holy Spirit shown the
fundamental place belonging to
the shed blood and the saving work
of Christ! No man can embrace the
holy law of God without delighting
in the perfect sacrifice of Christ.
Nor can he begin to understand
the force and application of that
law until he stands on redemption
ground.

GOD’S WORDS

The Hebrew name of this book is
taken from its opening words, “And
He called.” To this also we must
give attention. Leviticus contains
more of the actual spoken words
of God than any other book in
scripture. All the way through, God
is speaking directly to Moses. From
the first verse, God calls to him.
What honour, then, God has put on
this part of the Bible! Let no one be
guilty of neglecting its study.

Note, too, that while Genesis spans
a period in the region of 2,300 years
and Exodus, all told, possibly 360
years, this book, extraordinarily,
was given in 50 days or less. The
period concerned lies between
the first day of the first month in
the second year after the exodus,
and the twentieth day of the

second month, when Israel moved
away from Sinai (Exodus 40:17 cf
Numbers 10:11).
No reader should overlook the
fact that in Genesis God spoke
from Heaven (Genesis 22: 15). In
Exodus, God spoke from Mount
Sinai (Exodus 19:3). In Leviticus,
He speaks from the tabernacle of
the congregation (1:1).

The Gospel is not the product of
man’s so called ‘search for God’, as
with the religions of the world. The
Gospel is Divine in its origin. It is
God coming down from Heaven to
speak with man on earth. For sinful
man to attempt to break through
and commune with God in some
other way is his own destruction.
Exodus 19:11-13 teaches God’s
unapproachable holiness. Sinful
men must keep their distance from
God, or perish. Those barriers
between God and men are strictly
observed. Man did not cross them.
He could not. God bridged the
gulf. In Leviticus, by means of the
atoning blood, God speaks with men
from between the cherubim on the
mercy seat (Leviticus 17:11, Exodus
25: 22, Numbers 7:89). Through
Jesus Christ we come boldly now
to the throne of heavenly grace.
The message of the old economy
is “Keep away.” The message of the
new is “Draw nigh.”

OUTLINE

Leviticus may be outlined in a 3-fold
way

1. Chapters 1-7: SACRIFICE
Here is enunciated the fact of Sin.
No man can draw near to God
empty handed (cf Exodus 23:15).
He cannot come as he is. He needs
an offering. Christ alone is that
offering, John 1:29, 1 Peter 3:18,
Hebrews 10:1-19. By Him we
approach God.

sequence begins with acceptance
with God (the burnt offering) and
ends with the trespass offering,
which, with the peace offering,
shows how provision is made for
the sinner’s peace and pardon.

2. Chapters 8-15:
SANCTIFICATION
The message here relates to the
consecration and setting apart of
God’s servants. In Exodus, the subject
is the structure of the tabernacle.
In Leviticus, the emphasis is on
the service of the tabernacle. This
is just one illustration of the vital
unity of the Pentateuch, one book
complementing another. Leviticus
follows on from Exodus, begins,
appropriately, with the conjunction
(1:1).
Do take particular note of the fearful
penalty of unsanctified service
(chapter 10).

3. Chapters 16-27: SANCTUARY
God’s sanctuary is to be reverenced
and not defiled. In worship, men
must distinguish the clean from the
unclean, 20:3. (cf 19-30, 26:2 with
10:10, 11:47) Chapter 23 describes
the seven feasts of the Lord through
the year, beginning with the
Passover and concluding with the
Feast of Tabernacles, the former
pointing to the first coming and the
cross and the latter to the second
coming and the crown. These three
divisions of the book represent,
typically, Christ’s propitiation,
Christ’s priesthood, and Christ’s
presence.
⁞⁞ Dr John Douglas is the senior minister
of Lisburn Free Presbyterian Church. He
served the denomination as long time
Clerk of Presbytery and was, for over
thirty years, Principal of the Whitefield
College of the Bible.

Study the five offerings described
in the chapters. Observe that the
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I

magine for a moment that the only people who
heard the Gospel were those who attended church
– and, of course, it would need to be a church where the
Gospel is actually preached. Few would hear the message of
Christ, and fewer still be saved. In Luke 14:23, the servant
was commanded, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” If
God’s people are to be faithful, we must leave the comfort
of our church buildings and go OUT to REACH lost souls for
Christ. ‘Outreach’, therefore, is not something radical or
novel; it is simple obedience to the great commission
Christ gave to His Church, a commission not just
for missionaries and ministers, but for
Sligo
every child of God.

We are indebted to those who have willingly given of their
time, and, on occasions, braved the less than hospitable
Irish weather! Many churches have given sacrificially to the
cause, and those who were able have put their minibuses at
our disposal. Without these willing workers and generous
practical support, the ‘Consider Christ Outreach’ simply
could not exist. We move forward in faith, having planned
far beyond the scope of our present finances, confident in
the knowledge that the Lord always finances
His will.

Co Sligo
19,452

The Saviour’s instructions are found
in Acts 1:8: “But ye shall receive
power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come
Athlone
Co West Meath
upon you: and ye
20,138
shall be witnesses
unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto 17th August (DV)
Portlaoise
the uttermost part of
Co Laois
20,145
the earth.” The power
for the fulfilment of the great
commission is found in the
promised Holy Spirit. And
the path is also set out; begin
at Jerusalem, just where you
live; then move into Judaea, your
immediate locality; then to Samaria,
your closest neighbouring country; and
then to the uttermost parts of the world. Our denomination
has sought to reach our Jerusalem and Judaea, and even
looked beyond to the uttermost parts of the earth; but it has
given less attention to our Samaria – the Republic of Ireland.
The ‘Consider Christ Outreach’ seeks to address this great
challenge. Having placed Gospel literature in every home in
N Ireland, we are now proceeding further south, exhorting
men and women to consider Christ, the only Saviour now
and forever.
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We have now a team exceeding
250, representing over 45
congregations, keen to labour
and to pray for the
Lord’s blessing
Mullingar on the work.
Co West Meath
If you would
20,103
like to join
us,
send your
Ashbourne
Co Meath
mobile number
11,355
and email address.
We will keep you
informed of upcoming
Ratoath
and
Co Meath opportunities
9,043
send you reports of
the follow-up Gospel
meetings from week to
week.

New Ross

If you are unable to travel
with us into the south of
Ireland, please join the team as a
prayer partner; again, send us your email address and we will
send you regular updates. The next outreach is scheduled
(DV) for 17th August to Portlaoise, Co Laois. Join with us and
enjoy the blessing of the Lord as we labour together in His
Name and for His glory.
Co Wexford
8,151

Email: outreach@considerchrist.com
Mob: 07886 265600
⁞⁞ Dr Lindsay Wilson
(Consider Christ Coordinator)

Field Report

The Boyd Family

Serving in Spain

I

was brought up in a Christian
home, the third of five children.
We were sent to Sunday school,
two Sunday services and children’s
meetings during the week. I saw
this as no privilege then, but mere
drudgery. I rebelled against the Word
of God, believing that the world could
bring me satisfaction. I bought a
motorcycle, against my parents’ wishes.
However, I soon realized their wisdom,
for only one day later, I had a fairly bad
accident.

But the Lord works in mysterious
ways. Later I took a friend on the bike
to Craigavon. I knew a family there, but
I had no idea of their exact address. I
asked a boy if he knew where ‘the Parks’
lived. We had stopped right outside
their home and the lad pointed it out.
A young teenager (Rev David Park,
now my brother-in-law) answered the
door. I knew him right away although
he could not remember me. His sister
recognized me and invited us in. We
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struggled with God, finding ‘reasons’
talked of old times, and what we were
not to go. Then one day God spoke
doing. She asked me what church
to me, “What have I done for you?”
I attended, which I thought rather
Thoughts of Christ’s love and goodness
strange. Surely no young person would
overwhelmed me. I was ashamed that
be interested in religion! But I saw
I could find an excuse not to serve
there a happiness that I was searching
Him. I knew I had to go. The problem
for. Later, they witnessed to me, and,
was the College had begun that week!
realizing my need, in December 1976,
However, someone informed me where
I asked the Lord to save me, and a real
Dr Douglas was to
joy came into my heart.
be that Friday night.
Since then I have known the
Thoughts of Christ’s
I knew I had to tell
Lord’s guidance in my life.
love and goodness
him of my desire.
overwhelmed
me.
I
I was a carpenter, and had
Dr Douglas knew
no interest in Bible College. I was ashamed that I
I was a carpenter,
went to Kenya to help out on could find an excuse
not
to
serve
Him.
I
and asked if a
a mission station hospital,
carpenter had been
but never imagined that one knew I had to go.
working for a week,
day I would be on the field
would I be able to
myself. I didn’t like school,
catch up with him by the end of the
so when the Whitefield College opened,
following week. I admitted that would
I thought nothing of it. A member of my
be impossible. “Well”, he said, “we will
home congregation, Mourne, said to
not limit the Lord.” I went to the College
me, “Lyle, you should go to the College”.
that Friday night and gathered all the
I just laughed. But thought of the college
notes of the previous week’s lectures.
would not leave me. Night and day, I

I thought they had been working
for a month instead of a week! But,
knowing God’s will, I was there on
Monday morning. I don’t believe I ever
caught up! It was not easy, but the Lord
brought me through.

After college, I had no idea where
the Lord wanted me. Until that was
revealed, I returned to carpentry. Later
I was asked to go to Philadelphia for
four months prior to the Rev. Greer’s
installation as minister there. After this,
I spent nine months in Dublin doing
outreach work, and then door-to-door
and children’s meetings around Kilkeel.
As yet, I had no clear leading, so I was
told to return to secular work and apply
when I was sure of the Lord’s will.

Dr.. Paisley with Samuel

Rev. John Hanna preached in Lurgan
We have witnessed many changes.
where my wife and I were members.
First, the church met in an old house;
God spoke to us of the need in Spain.
then, for four and a half years, in
Eventually, we reached Spain in
our basement. Eventually a site was
September 1986. For three years we
purchased in Cortijos Nuevos, 15
lived in Fuenlabrada, 8
miles away, but much more
kms from the Hannas
central for the widely scattered
in Mostoles. During Our desire is
congregation.
With
God’s
language
study,
we to see a real
help, and the generosity of
helped out with the outpouring of
His people, a church was built.
His Spirit in
young people, and then
And, later, an apartment was
this dry and
preached once a month,
completed above the church.
barren land.
as well as travelling 200
Here Joy Gillespie has lived for
miles south to the small
13 years, working in Sunday
town of Beas de Segura
school and literature outreach.
in Jaén, speaking in the small church
We also broadcast from Monday to
there. Later, the pastor, Juan Bascuñana
Friday on a local station, reaching far
beyond our area.
invited me to work there. After much
prayer, the Lord spoke through Acts
8:26: “Arise and go toward the south”.
We were still learning the language
and did not know what to expect as
Pastor Juan Bascuñana was travelling
regularly to Palma, Mallorca, looking
after a church there. What if he left for
Palma? What would the future hold?
But again the Lord brought peace
through His Word. We did not have to
wait long – Juan Bascuñana moved to
Mallorca just two weeks later. But the
Lord was good, and the people have
stood with us these twenty-three years.
MISSION
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Office:
Mr George McConnell,
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Kilkeel, BT34 4NE, NI
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Most people are hardened Roman
Catholics, enthusiastic for their
fiestas and rituals, but having little
or no interest in the Gospel. Most of
the original congregation have died
or relocated, but the Lord continues
to bring others, around twenty-five
gathering each Lord’s Day. Our desire
is to see a real outpouring of His Spirit
in this dry and barren land. Pray for
us and with us, that the Lord would
raise up some young man to help us,
and that more towns and villages here
in Spain would be reached with the
gospel.

⁞⁞ Rev Lyle Boyd

Hornos on the cliff
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Rev ROBERT
Ormerod

O

n the afternoon of Tuesday 21st May, Rev Robert
Ormerod was called home. Mr Ormerod was taken ill
while driving on the M6 in Warwickshire. His three
sisters, accompanying him on a visit to their ailing brother,
suffered minor injuries.

Robert Ormerod was born into a working class home in the
Shankill district of Belfast. In his youth, he was a well-known
character in the area. He was first employed as a sewing machine
mechanic, before moving to the Belfast Telegraph, where he
worked in the advertising department.
After his conversion in June 1970, Robert became involved
in the work of the Martyrs’ Memorial congregation, notably
the children’s and youth departments. He was also part of the
renowned male ‘testimony team’, travelling the length and
breadth of the country to fulfil evangelistic engagements.

Robert began studies for the ministry in 1979. He was appointed
student minister in Cloughmills in January 1983, licensed in
November 1984, and subsequently ordained in the North Antrim
congregation on 4th February 1985. Robert led the congregation
in the project that resulted in the opening, debt free, of a new
church building in 1995. Cloughmills was to be his sole charge
– a service to mark thirty years of faithful service was held at
the outset of this year. The fellowship there has lost a dedicated
and caring pastor, who worked tirelessly to maintain a clear
testimony to the Gospel in the locality, and we urge prayer on
its behalf.

Robert was also a longstanding and committed member of the
Presbytery Scottish Commission, and, more recently, of the
Mainland Commission. He served for 20 years on the church’s
Government and Morals Committee, being appointed its
Convenor in the autumn of 2012. His ministerial colleagues and
fellow elders will miss him sorely.

The funeral was held on Saturday 1st June. Clerk of Presbytery
Rev Ian Brown, Rev William McCrea and Rev David Priestley
addressed large gatherings in Cloughmills, in Martyrs’ Memorial
and at the graveside in Ballygowan. Other ministers participated

throughout, and Moderator Rev John
Greer spoke on behalf of Presbytery.
Jonathan and Timothy Ormerod brought
heart-warming tributes at Martyrs’
Memorial and Cloughmills respectively.
A sense of the Lord’s presence and grace
was evident during the entire day.

Many will mourn Robert Ormerod’s
departure. But the greatest sense of loss
will be felt by Julie, Robert’s wife of 39
years, a loving companion and faithful
co-worker; and by their five children,
Naomi, with husband Alan and daughter
Abigail; Jonathan, with wife Jessica and
sons Josiah and Jacob; Timothy, with wife
Alex and son Judah; and twins Hannah
and Danielle. Our thoughts are with
them all – and with Robert’s siblings,
brother Albert, and sisters Lily, Clare and
Margaret.
The entire Free Presbyterian family
unites in sympathy and support for those
so suddenly and unexpectedly bereaved,
and we assure them of our heartfelt and
prayerful remembrance.

“What I do, thou knowest not now,
but thou shalt know hereafter”
John 13:7

