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Editorial

G

od’s covenant mercies are on
display throughout nature.
The warm sun of summer has
given way to the cold dark days of
winter; and, as we approach the end
of another year, we are reminded of
swiftly passing seasons. Several months
ago, fields were prepared and crops
planted; and in more recent times,
those same fields have been centres of
almost endless activity as the harvest
has been gathered in. The changing
seasons prove the faithfulness of God.
Following Noah’s departure from the
ark, God assured him, “While the earth
remaineth, seedtime and harvest,
and cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not
cease” (Genesis 8:22). These revolving
periods are not accidental. God, who
orders all things, orders the daily and
yearly turn of events.
This is our Father’s world, and He is
in control. God’s sovereignty over the

universe extends into the smallest
details of our lives. Our Heavenly
Father knows the number of hairs on
our heads. Nothing is hidden from
Him and nothing is outside His allencompassing rule. Things may seem
mysterious to us but never to God. His
sovereignty over all things provides
great encouragement in the midst of
the dark trials of life. He has assured
us that, “…all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to His
purpose” (Romans 8:28). We do not
know what the winter months may
hold for us, but we can be sure that
God’s faithfulness to His people will
never change. As the Psalmist notes,
“The LORD hath been mindful of us: he
will bless us” (Psalm 115:12).
⁞⁞ Colin Mercer,
editor@fpvision.org

Why
am I Spared?
T

he habit of keeping a diary was once more
“Why am I spared? What is the reason that I am not taken
common than it is today. In Christian circles, the
away?” His diary reveals that he meditated upon that
diary of Andrew Bonar (a Presbyterian minister in
question on more than one occasion.
Scotland in the nineteenth century) has been
greatly used of God. It is very profitable to read over
It is a question that I have been caused to consider
The
Lord
has
the account that he kept of his life and ministry. It is
earnestly myself in recent days, and you would
kept you alive,
a book that every Christian should read, especially
be wise to consider it also. Ask yourself just now,
not so that
those who are full time in the Lord’s service. As the
‘Why am I spared, and others taken?” Why has
you can make
Banner of Truth states on the dust cover of their
God allowed you to live so long – when he has
or
more
money
1984 edition, “His diary and life is one of the great
taken away some of your friends and loved ones
make a name
treasures left to the Church from the nineteenth
in the prime of life?
for yourself
century, and deserves to be widely and eagerly
but because
read.” On 29th April 1848, Andrew Bonar made
If you are a believer, then there is only one answer
your work for
this entry, “Spared to see my thirty-eighth year,
to that question. The Lord has kept you alive
Him is not yet
while others are taken.” The reason he wrote those
(Joshua 14:10), not so that you can make more
finished.
words was because so many of his friends and
money or make a name for yourself but because
family had been taken away in death while they
your work for Him is not yet finished. There is
were young. Three of his siblings died in infancy;
still a work for you to do for Christ.
his father died when Andrew was just eleven years old; his
own son, also called Andrew, died as a young child; his dear
The first time D. L. Moody met R. A. Torrey, he said to him,
wife Isabella passed away in middle age; and his very good
“Young man, you had better get to work for the Lord.” That
friend Robert Murray McCheyne died before he reached his
is still the Lord’s message for you today. He would say, “Go
thirtieth birthday, a fact that Bonar reflected upon regularly
work today in my vineyard”. (Matthew 21:28). Get busy for
for many subsequent years.
the Lord while you still have the opportunity.
As Bonar thought of the lives of others coming to an end so
swiftly, he pondered carefully and seriously the question,

⁞⁞ Rev David McMillan, minister of Armagh Free Presbyterian Church.
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11
November
1918
B

y November 1918, Germany
was at crisis-point. People
at home were starving; cities
like Berlin and Munich were on
the brink of revolution; and, on the
Western Front, Germany’s armies
were being slowly but surely forced
back towards their own frontiers.
The military generals who were
effectively governing Germany at this
time understood they had no choice
but to agree to an armistice which
would end the fighting, avoid an outand-out defeat in the field, and allow
them to bring their army home in good
order.

Matthias Erzberger, a well-known
politician, was chosen to lead a
German delegation that would meet
with the French and British and thrash
out the terms of a negotiated peace. In
Erzberger’s briefcase ‘smouldered’ a
little note from the Chancellor, Prince
Max of Baden, which demanded,
“Obtain what mercy you can, Matthias,
but … make peace.” Together with
representatives from the Foreign
Ministry, the army and the navy, he
left Germany on 6th November, arriving
by special train two days later at the
rendezvous point – an artillery railway
emplacement located deep in the
forest of Rethondes, on the outskirts
of Compiègne, about sixty kilometres
north of Paris.
Another train had arrived before them
at this same location, which would
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become known as the Armistice
Clearing. It carried French commander
Marshal Ferdinand Foch, his staff and
British officers.

When both delegations met, Foch
coldly announced that he could not
disclose the terms of any armistice
unless and until the Germans actually
asked for an armistice. “Do you wish
to ask for an armistice?” he asked.
Erzberger replied that he did. Foch
then nodded to Weygand who read
out the terms. The Germans listened
in stunned silence as the price of a
ceasefire was explained. The expected
conditions were there; all German
military personnel were to evacuate
all French territory immediately,
and all allied military and civilian
prisoners were to be released. But
the other conditions spelled huge

humiliation for Germany, for these
included all German prisoners
to remain in captivity, the Allied
blockade which had prevented food
from reaching Germany to remain
in force, the allied forces to occupy
Germany, and Germany to surrender
5,000 railway locomotives in working
order, plus huge numbers of rollingstock, ships, submarines, aeroplanes,
heavy guns, field guns, machine-guns
and trench mortars. The Germans
would be compelled to accept all the
blame for the war, and pay for all the
damage (it was not until 2010 that
Germany paid a final instalment of
£59 million to conclude its war debt).
No armistice would begin until the
Germans had signed agreement to all
the terms.

At 5:12 a.m. on 11th November 1918,
Erzberger, plus representatives of
France and Great Britain, signed the
Armistice document in a carriage of
Foch’s private train. The Armistice was
the basic draft of the peace terms; the
Treaty of Versailles, signed six months
later, filled in the details. Foch himself
refused to shake hands with any of
the Germans inside his train carriage
and simply said, “Well, gentlemen, it’s
finished. Go.” There was just time for a
photograph before he left for Paris with
his copy of the Armistice document.
The ceasefire did not officially start
until 11:00 a.m. that day, to allow the
news to travel among the troops on the
Western Front.

Technology travelled more quickly
than Foch and allowed the news to
reach capital cities by 5:40 a.m. In
London, Big Ben was rung for the first
time since the start of the war in August
1914, and in Paris, gas lamps were lit
for the first time in four years, while
one telegram read, “The Armistice
Signed: Joy Over All The World.”
However, on the Western Front, many
tens of thousands of soldiers assumed
that it was just another day in the war
and officers ordered their men into
combat.

This meant that casualties occurred
even as the people of Paris, London
and New York were celebrating the end
of the fighting. The total number of
deaths on the Western Front reached
2,738 on this last day of the War.

Officially, the last man to die in World
War One was American soldier Private
Henry Gunter. He was killed at 10:59
a.m. while trying to take a German
machine gun post. His divisional
record stated, “Almost as he fell, the
gunfire died away, and an appalling
silence prevailed.”

at Compiègne, using the same carriage
in which Germans had been compelled
to ask for an armistice in 1918.

After the Second World War, the
Compiègne site was restored. Today,
a slightly raised tablet announces in
large letters: “Here, on 11 November
1918, the criminal pride of the German
Empire succumbed, vanquished by the
free peoples it sought to enslave.”

Lessons that lie on the surface of
the Armistice events are many and
poignant. Man’s peace does not last.
His pride – the fuel that
The 11th hour of the 11th
kindled
his
original
day of the 11th month
rebellion in Eden –
Man’s peace
of 1918 was not only a
continues
to
initiate
does not last.
signal for celebration, but
new, and resurrect old,
His pride
it was also the moment
– the fuel
grievances that lock the
for exhausted countries
that kindled
human race into regular
to reflect on the terrible
his original
cycles of slaughter. The
conflict and unimaginable
rebellion
sinner does not know
horror that had cost so
in Eden –
true peace. Only in Christ
many their lives.
The
continues to
is real and lasting peace
total number of deaths,
initiate new,
to be found. As the angels
both military and civilian,
and resurrect
declared
to
certain
is estimated to be in the
old, grievances
shepherds when Christ
range of 20 million; 4.5
that lock the
was born, “Glory to God in
million bodies that fell on
human race
the highest, and on earth
foreign fields were never
into regular
peace, good will toward
recovered.
cycles of
men” (Luke 2:14). Paul
slaughter.
was just as clear when
Though this war was
he testified, “But now
hoped to be the war to
in Christ Jesus ye who
end all wars, not many
sometimes were far off are
were convinced by the peace. Marshal
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he
Foch made a remarkable prediction at
is our peace, who hath made both one,
the time: “This is not peace. It is an
and hath broken down the middle wall
armistice for 20 years.” Sadly, Foch
of partition between us” (Ephesians
was proved correct.
2:13, 14). This is the Gospel of peace.
All of this underlines the necessity
Adolf Hitler, then a lance corporal in the
that presses upon every sinner with
Bavarian army, felt a crushing sense of
respect to his relationship with a holy
betrayal due to what he considered
God. “Acquaint now thyself with Him,
a humiliating surrender forced on
and be at peace: thereby good shall
Germany by revolution at home.
come unto thee” (Job 22:21).
He managed to exact his own revenge
at 6:50 p.m. on 22 June 1940, after the
fall of France, when he determined
that the French authorities would be
forced to surrender to him in person,

⁞⁞ Dr Ian Brown, minister of Martyrs
Memorial Free Presbyterian Church and
professor of Historical Theology, Whitefield
College of the Bible.
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The
Incarnation
of The Lord
Jesus Christ

A Great Proof of Divine Mercy

I

n Exodus 34:6, 7, God declared Himself
to be a merciful God. He said to Moses
that He is “the LORD, The LORD God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin.” The words mercy
and merciful occur hundreds of times in the
Word of God, the majority of these instances
being in the Old Testament. In Psalm 136, the
refrain “his mercy endureth for ever” is found
in each of the twenty-six verses of the Psalm.
God is a God of mercy and one great proof of
this is seen in the incarnation of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Charles Wesley’s great hymn captures
this truth.
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
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Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as Man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.
In the last four lines of the verse, Wesley tells
us the same thing in four different ways, all
spelling out the same glorious truth – that God
had come down to earth in the Person of His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ’s coming and
what it accomplished is clear evidence of the
mercy of God.
When we understand from the Scriptures that
man was created perfect, yet wilfully chose the
path of rebellion against God (Romans 3:1018), we learn that God was under no obligation
to show mercy to him, yet He has. In announcing
the birth of the Saviour, the angel said to the
shepherds, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all

To one who
is
despondent
The incarnation
and despairing, this
had an ultimate
word is life from the
purpose; it leads
dead. A great sinner,
much
bruised
inexorably to the
by
the
lashes
of
Cross. Christ came
conscience, will bend
to save sinners.
his ear this way, and
cry, ‘Let me hear again
the dulcet sound of these
words, tender mercy.’ If you think
of this tenderness in connection with
God, it will strike you with wonder, for
an instant, that One so great should be
people. For unto you
so tender; for we are apt to impute to
is born this day in the
Omnipotence a crushing energy, which
city of David a Saviour, which
can scarcely take account of little and
is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10).
feeble and suffering things. Yet if we
The shepherds had been alarmed
think again, the surprise will disappear,
by the appearance of the angel,
and we shall see, with a new wonder
perhaps thinking it to be a harbinger
of admiration, that it must be so. He
of impending doom – they were ‘sore
that is truly great among men is tender
afraid’, but the angel had not come to
because He is great in heart as well as
pronounce judgement; he had good
in brain and hand. The truly great spirit
news to tell. The promised Saviour had
is always gentle; and, because God is
been born.
so infinitely great, He is, therefore,
tender. We read of His gentleness and
This was God’s goodwill towards men,
of His tenderness towards the children
and this goodwill was manifested in
of men; and we see them displayed to
the life of the Saviour. In Acts 10:38,
their full in the gospel of our salvation.
Peter told Cornelius and his family
Very conspicuous is this tender mercy
that Christ, “went about doing good,
of our God.”
and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil; for God was with him.” The
The incarnation had an ultimate
birth of Jesus Christ and His kindness
purpose; it leads inexorably to the
towards the suffering, the diseased,
Cross. Christ came to save sinners. He
the bereaved and the lost display
Himself testified, ‘The Son of man is
most wonderfully the infinite mercy of
come to seek and to save that which
God. Truly, the coming of the Saviour
was lost” (Luke 19:10). This is mercy
denotes the supreme mercy of God
indeed. In her most moving hymn,
towards men. Preaching on Luke 1:77Anne Ross Cousin wrote:
79, Charles Haddon Spurgeon quoted
the words:
O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy
head!
His heart is made of tenderness,
Our load was laid on Thee;
His bowels melt with love.
Thou stoodest in the sinner’s stead,
He then added, “Mercy is music, and
Didst bear all ill for me.
tender mercy is the most exquisite
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed;
form of it, especially to a broken heart.
Now there’s no load for me.

Death and the curse were in our cup:
O Christ, ’twas full for Thee;
But Thou hast drained the last dark
drop,
’Tis empty now for me.
That bitter cup, love drank it up;
Now blessing’s draught for me.
Jehovah lifted up His rod;
O Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy God;
There’s not one stroke for me.
Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.
The tempest’s awful voice was heard,
O Christ, it broke on Thee!
Thy open bosom was my ward,
It braved the storm for me.
Thy form was scarred, Thy visage
marred;
Now cloudless peace for me.
Jehovah bade His sword awake;
O Christ, it woke ’gainst Thee!
Thy blood the flaming blade must
slake;
Thine heart its sheath must be;
All for my sake, my peace to make;
Now sleeps that sword for me.
For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee!
Thou’rt risen—my hands are all
untied,
And now Thou liv’st in me.
When purified, made white and tried,
Thy glory then for me!
As we celebrate with gratitude the
coming of the Son of God, may we not
be taken up with the festivities of the
season but rather may we see how
gracious and merciful God has been to
us in sending Christ to save men and
women from their sins. If you do not
know the Saviour who came to save,
the One who displays the tender mercy
of God, we would urge you to confess
your sins to Him and receive Him by
faith. “For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved”
(Romans 10:13).
⁞⁞ Rev Gordon Ferguson, retired minister of
London Free Presbyterian Church.
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News

Installation of Rev Ian Kenny
in Hillsborough

Above: Rev Ian Kenny was installed as the
Minister of Hillsborough Free Presbyterian
Church on Tuesday 28th August. He is
pictured with his wife, Heather.

Above: Rev I Kenny (centre) pictured with those who participated in the installation service.
L to R: (front row) Rev G Goodes, Mr D Williamson MBE (Clerk of Session), Rev T Murray
(Moderator of Presbytery) and Dr S Barnes. (back row) Dr J Douglas, Rev W Whiteside (Interim
Moderator), Dr I Brown (Clerk of Presbytery) and Rev T Martin.

Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church
Presentations

Above: At the Annual General Meeting of
Ballymena FPC, special presentations were
made to former Sunday School teachers who
continue to be communicant members. They
are pictured with the minister, Rev J Greer.
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Top right: Caleb Hanna, Lois Cotton, and
Fayth Greer who answered all 129 questions
in the Child’s Catechism, pictured with
minister, Rev. John Greer, and Sunday School
Superintendent, Mr. James McCosh.

Above: The Robert Orr Challenge Cup was
awarded to Chloe Gillespie for reciting,
without any errors, all 107 questions of the
Shorter Catechism.

News

Randalstown
Sunday School
Presentation

International Congress

Above: Minsters and elders from Northern Ireland and North America at the Free
Presbyterian International Congress in Pennsylvania 2018.

Sarah Ross who successfully recited the
entire Children’s Catechism is pictured with
Jonathan Cahoon (Superintendent), Wendy
Verner (Sunday School teacher) and Rev
Gary Goodes.

Portadown
Independent
Christian School

The 2018 Free Presbyterian
International Congress was held
in Malvern PA, USA, from Monday
30th July to Friday 3rd August.
The theme of the congress was the
absolute sufficiency of Christ as
our Prophet, Priest, King, Advocate
and Friend. The ministry of the
Word by Revs Stephen Hamilton,
David Mook, Thomas Murray, Peter
McIntyre, John Gray and Dr Mark

Allison was much appreciated.
Missionary reports were brought
by Joanne Greer and Kathy Walker.
A combined choir also participated
in the services. Appreciation is
extended to Dr Stephen Pollock and
the congregation in Malvern for
the superb hospitality throughout
the congress and for the detailed
arrangements that made this such a
memorable experience.

Members and friends of Omagh
Free Presbyterian Church Bible
Class recently raised over £14,000
for the Children’s Hospice. They
are pictured with Bible Class leader,
Mr Andrew Dobbin, presenting a
cheque to representatives of the

Hospice. The money was raised in
recognition of the excellent care
provided to Andrew McFarland and
his family. Nine-year-old Andrew
is pictured in the front row with
parents, Graham and Joanne and
sister, Faith.

Omagh Young People Raise Funds
for Children’s Hospice

Requires High
School Teacher(s)
Preferred subjects:
English, French,
Home Economics
Contact: Diane Haffey
T: 07510629500
E: d.haffey@yahoo.co.uk
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⁞⁞ Compiled by
Robert McConnell

“We have a good
conscience, in all
things willing to
live honestly.”
Hebrews 13v18

Mr Oyster
and Mr Crab
Do you have a guilty conscience? Is the
net of truth closing in upon you? The
Bible says, “Be sure your sin will find
you out” (Number 32:23). Having a
guilty conscience is an awful burden to
carry, but you can be set free from all
such troubles. To illustrate the point, I
want to take you to the bottom of the sea.
There, in the shallows, lives a shell fish
called Mr Oyster. On hot days, the sun’s
rays penetrate the waters, making Mr
Oyster warm so he will open up his shell
to allow cool currents of water to pass
through. However, whenever his shell is
open, Mr Oyster can be easily attacked
and eaten by certain fish. Having no
eyes, Mr Oyster cannot see these fish
coming. He only realises his danger
when he is being dragged out of his shell
to be gobbled up, but by then it is too late.
Living on the seabed, there is another
little creature called Mr Crab. The same

fish that love to eat Mr Oyster would
also love to have Mr Crab for dessert.
Fortunately for Mr Crab, he has eyes so
he can see the fish coming but his short
legs prevent him from out-running the
fish. Wisely, Mr Oyster and Mr Crab
have become partners. They help one
another so as not to be eaten by the
fish. Mr Crab climbs into the open shell
of Mr Oyster. Whenever he sees the
fish coming, he nips the soft flesh of
Mr Oyster with his little pinchers. Mr
Oyster immediately closes his shell, and
both he and Mr Crab are kept safe and
sound.
Like Mr Oyster, we live in a world where
we are open to the danger of temptation
and sin. There is a little verse in Psalm
139 that says we are ‘fearfully and
wonderfully made’ (Psalm 139:14).
God has placed within each one of us an
alarm system called our conscience. Just

Seas found in the Bible

qu

Place your answers to the questions below into the boxes provided.
Take each of the letters in the highlighted squares and reshuffle
them to discover a word connected to sea water.

• Mark 1
- Jesus saw Simon and Andrew cast a net into this sea
• 1 Kings 18
- What arose from the sea that was the size of a hand?
• Matthew 8
- What animal ran down violently into the sea?
• Revelation 4
- The sea of glass was like unto what?

Answer:
Name:

The only way to have a good conscience
is to have a clear conscience and the
only way to have a clear conscience is to
have a clean conscience. The only way
to have a clean conscience is to come in
repentance to the Saviour, depending
on His finished work upon the cross of
Calvary, because “…the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 John 1:7). I hope today that you have
a good conscience and a life that is bright
for the Saviour rather than a guilty
conscience and a life that is wrecked and
ruined by sin.

Prizes!

Are you 12 or under?
Send your answer, name,
address and church to:
Rev Garth Wilson
Email: answer@fpvision.org
39 Millreagh Ave,, Dundonald,
Belfast, BT16 1TZ
£5 Winners last time:

»» Hannah Johnston (Coragarry FPC)
»» Sophie McAuley (Hebron FPC)
»» Mary Dickey (Newtownards FPC)
»» Joel Hammond (Martyrs FPC)
»» Ben Glass (Mulvin FPC)
»» Grace Gibson
»» Olivia Mackey (Londonderry FPC)
»» Hannah Grace McClung (Clogher Valley FPC)

Address:
Church:
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as Mr Crab warns his friend Mr Oyster
of the danger he is in, so too it is for
us. Whenever we are confronted with
temptation, God pricks our conscience.
Sadly, despite all the warnings, many
people purposefully continue on and sin
against God, leaving them with a guilty
conscience.

Even if you didn’t win this
time, please keep trying –
maybe next time!

Youth Focus
⁞⁞ Compiled by
Rev Garth Wilson

to stand alone
I

n the last issue, we considered
how Daniel dared to be different
in an environment that was
hostile to God. Although he was out
of his comfort zone and out of his
homeland, yet, as a young person, he
remained true and faithful to the Lord.
He dared to be different. So often when
we dare to be different and remain
faithful to God, we find that we stand
alone. Many, even those who profess
the name of Christ, are happy to ‘go
with the flow’ and to ‘go with the
crowd’. They try to fit in and be like
the world. However, we read of three
young men, contemporaries of Daniel,
who were willing to stand alone for
God. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
dared to be different and to stand up,
literally and spiritually, for what they
knew to be right.

They faced a great temptation.
The command was issued by king
Nebuchadnezzar that everyone was to
bow down and ‘worship’ the idol that
he had made. The sound of the music
was to be the cue for all the people to
worship this idol of gold. According to
the king any attempts to disobey him,
would prove fatal.
These three Hebrew men faced a
great temptation to simply go with the
crowd. Yet they could not disobey God,
and they could not ‘worship’ this idol

because to do so would have broken the
commandments of God. It would have
dishonoured Him. The temptation was
to be accepted and popular with the
world rather than being faithful to God.

Young people will face great
temptations to put other things before
God. The pressure will be intense to
simply conform and blend in, but take
note of these three young men who
were willing to stand up and stand out
for God.

However, these three men had a great
testimony. Once the music started
to play, and everyone bowed down
to ‘worship’ this idol, they remained
standing. They knew the risks that
such defiance involved but they were
willing to ‘go through with God, their
vows to pay’. Their words of testimony
are clear, “…we will not serve thy gods,
nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up” (Daniel 3:18).
They knew, no matter what would
happen to them, all would be
well. They resigned their will
to the will of God. They stood
up for God, even though it
meant standing alone. Never
be ashamed to stand up for
what you know to be right
according to the word of
God. Stand up, even though
it may mean standing alone.
Their stand for God
was followed by a great

triumph. They were thrown into the
fire because of their defiance of the
king’s orders, yet the fire had no effect
upon them because the Lord was with
them. They were delivered from the
fire, promoted in the land, and, most
importantly, God was honoured through
their faithful stand. When we stand
alone for God, we do so, not to make
a name for ourselves, but rather that
the name of the Lord that we love and
serve might be honoured and glorified.
We long that others would see that our
faith is real, that He is one who is worth
serving, and that when we stand up for
Him, He stands with
us.

Dare to
Stand alone
for God
knowing
that “…our
God whom
we serve
is able to
deliver us…”.
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WHO
ARE THE

MORMONS

O

ne of the most active sects in our province are
‘The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints’
or ‘The Mormons’. They often ‘evangelise’ door
to door and are well presented and polite. But who are
they? According to their official website, they have 15.9
million members worldwide, 30,304 congregations, 70,946
missionaries and 159 temples. The largest temple is in Salt
Lake City, USA. The primary tenet of their faith is, “What man
is, God once was; what God is, man may become”.
The foundation of the whole movement is based on the
testimony and integrity of just one man – Joseph Smith.
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Smith was born into a religious but spiritually unsettled
home. He moved through several denominations, eventually
becoming disillusioned as to why there were so many groups
within Christendom. One day however, in 1820, when Joseph
was fourteen years of age, he claimed that, as he was praying
in his bedroom, Jesus and His Father appeared to him, telling
him that all churches and creeds were wrong. Three years
later he was visited by an angel, called Moroni, who told
him that buried in some hills near his home in New York
State, a book could be found written on golden plates. The
book gave details of the Nephite people who travelled from
Jerusalem to America in 600 B.C. He would also find buried

some golden spectacles which would enable him to translate
the ‘reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics’ in which the tables
were written into English. Four years later, Smith dug up
the book and translated it. It became “The Book of Mormon”.
The supposed plates which he found were never produced.
Sometime after, Smith claimed that John the Baptist himself
reinstated the Aaronic priesthood upon him and gave him
the gift of prophecy. In 1830, Joseph Smith and another man
ordained each other as ‘elders of the church of Christ’. Within
one month, the church grew to forty members. Between
1900 and 1965, numbers swelled from 250,000 to almost
2 million. It is deemed to be the ‘most successful religion to
come out of America’.

in a Mormon temple, husbands and wives can remain
married in the afterlife and produce spirit children for all
eternity.

Mormonism on the Fundamentals of the Faith
Here is the vital issue: what do Mormons teach regarding the
fundamentals of Christianity? In conversing with a Mormon,
one could conclude that they believe many of the same things
as Bible-believing Christians. Often, their terminology means
something completely different compared to the terminology
that we take for granted. The God of Mormonism is not a
triune God. Joseph Smith said, “God Himself was once as we
are now and is an exalted man... it is the first principle of the
gospel to know that he was once a man like us.” Mormons
believe in a plurality of Gods. Brigham Young,
Smith’s successor stated, “how many Gods there
are I do not know.” Mormonism, just like Satan
The Bible sets
in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3.5), promises
forth one God,
Godhood to its followers.

Authority
One Mormon article of faith states, “we believe
the bible to be the word of God as far as it is
translated correctly: we also believe the book
of Mormon to be the word of God.” The Book of
one Saviour
Mormon is given the subtitle ‘Another Testament
and one Judge.
of Jesus Christ’, and it labels people ‘fools’ who
Concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mormon
God’s Word
believe in the sufficiency of the Bible (2 Nephi
Church denies His virgin birth. Brigham Young
presents us
29.3-10). The Bible, however, lays claim to
wrote, “He was NOT begotten of the Holy Ghost...
with a full,
its own sufficiency in 2 Timothy 3.15-17 and
the Father is the first of the human family.”
free and final
instructs us not to add anything to it (Proverbs
Christ is therefore the first-born spirit child of
sacrifice for
30.5-6). Our Lord Jesus Christ never pointed to
Elohim. They teach He was not eternally sinless
sins offered
any authority outside of Scripture, neither did He
but a saved being. According to Mormonism, the
by Christ
testify of a day when another testament would
cross work of our Lord is not sufficient in and of
Himself, the
be given. The president of the Mormon church
itself to secure the salvation of sinners. It opens
Son of God
in every generation claims to receive new and
a door to God’s kingdom but provides no real
upon a Cross.
continuous revelations from God Himself, but
justification. The Book of Mormon records in
God has said all He has to say in Christ (Hebrews
2 Nephi 25.23 “it is by grace that we are saved,
1.1-2). While the claim is made that The Book
AFTER ALL WE CAN DO.”
of Mormon was originally inspired by God in
420 B.C., it includes direct quotes from literature that was
Like all cults, Mormons hold the view of exclusivity
published long after that date. Literature quoted includes
regarding salvation. The book ‘Mormon Doctrine’ states
The King James Bible (1611), The Westminster Confession
“there is no salvation outside the Church of Jesus Christ
of Faith (1647), Ethan Smith’s View of Hebrews (1823),
of Latter Day Saints.” Bruce McConkie, in that same book,
Wonders of Nature and Providence Displayed (1825)
claims that justification by faith alone is “a soul destroying
and the Apocrypha. It even includes quotes from William
doctrine”, while their articles of faith declare it to be “a most
Shakespeare. It seems that much of Joseph Smith’s book has
pernicious doctrine.” The doctrine of hell is also denied; and,
been plagiarised!
when Jesus Christ returns, He will judge the world before a
panel of three Judges: Jesus, Elohim and Joseph Smith.
Strange doctrines
When we take the Church of Latter Day Saints to the
Mormons will not tell you about their strange doctrines
Scriptures and weigh it in the balances of God’s truth, we find
and practices which have no foundation in the Word of
it to be wanting. The Bible sets forth one God, one Saviour and
God. It seems they want to ease their new adherents in
one Judge. God’s Word presents us with a full, free and final
gently. Historically, Mormons have practised polygamy. The
sacrifice for sins offered by Christ Himself, the Son of God
statement has been made that even Jesus had at least three
upon a Cross. Charles Wesley said it well in his great hymn:
wives and fathered many children. Joseph Smith claimed
that he himself was a direct physical descendent of the Lord.
O Love divine! What hast thou done?
Mormons teach that Christ and Satan are spirit brothers and
The immortal God hath died for me!
they practice baptism for the dead. Mormon missionaries
The Father’s co-eternal Son
wear special sacred undergarments. They teach that there
Bore all my sins upon the tree!
are three heavens within God’s kingdom and that God
created many worlds which are inhabited by people. People
with dark skin were said to be bearing the mark of God’s
⁞⁞ Rev Roger Higginson,
curse upon sin. Mormons are taught that if they are married
minister of Coleraine Free Presbyterian Church.

13

Youth
Council
Events

Youth Council
Election &
Delegates Meeting
Monday 19th Nov, 8pm
Venue: Martyrs Memorial FPC

Evenings of Prayer
Mid Down Hillsborough FPC, 8th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Ian Kenny

South Down Mourne FPC, 8th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Andrew Patterson
Mid Ulster Lurgan FPC, 8th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: TBC

North West Magherafelt FPC, 8th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Ryan McKee

South West Aughnacloy FPC, 15th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Colin Mercer
Greater Belfast & North Down
Newtownabbey FPC, 15th Feb 2019, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Brian McClung

North & South Antrim
Ballymena FPC, 22nd Feb 2019, 8pm
Preacher: Mr Andrew Stewart

ducted three open-air Holiday
Free Presbyterian young people con
the last week in July. They are
Bible Clubs in Londonderry during who attended.
girls
pictured with some of the boys and

West Clogher Valley FPC, 22nd Feb, 8.00pm
Preacher: Rev Peter McIntyre

Spring
Rallies

Training
Weekend

Date: Fri 8th March 2019
8.00pm
Venues: tbc

Portadown Faith Mission Centre
Date: 22th - 24th March 2019
Cost: £65

Castlewellan Weekend
Date: Fri 3rd - Mon 6th May 2019

Youth Council Camp
Shannaghmore Outdoor Education Centre
Date: 29th July - 2rd August 2019 Cost: £180
See Youth Council Website for application forms.
£40 deposit required.
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Rev Brian Lorimer (Clough
mills)
of Witness and Open-Air ser preaching at the Youth Council March
vice in Portrush on Saturday
14 July 2018.

A Word to Women
Sapphira
Acts 5:1-11

T

godly people. If we are honest, we can all identify
with them. Human nature wants to be praised and
elevated. Ananias and Sapphira forgot that it is not
the praise of people that matters but, as Christians,
it is the ‘well done’ of God that is vital. It is easy
to become prey to living to please others. We may
feel subject to peer pressure or just wanting to
fit in. To be governed by such desires is to be in
The opening chapters of Acts record wonderful
bondage. By contrast, living to please the
days of blessing in the midst of
Lord is liberating and He promises to
persecution. Thousands of Jews
strengthen and help us to “do all
were converted, and the Christians
things” (Philippians 4:13). Ananias
experienced great joy. Prayer was
Hypocrisy will
and Sapphira viewed sin lightly,
central and the power of the
always be found in
believing that no one was going
Holy Spirit was manifest in the
the church but it is
to be hurt by their duplicity. Sin
preaching with souls saved daily.
not our job to judge
is not a minor issue. All sin is
The new Christians felt a great
and search out the
primarily
against the Lord, hence
bond of unity and those who were
guilty.
David’s prayer of repentance,
wealthy sold possessions so that
“Against thee only have I sinned…”
the apostles could meet the needs
(Psalm 51:4)
of the poor. The selling of property and
land for the apostles to use was entirely
What was the result of their action?
voluntary but something that undoubtedly caused
Judgement was swift. Peter, inspired by the Holy
a stir. We can imagine Sapphira and Ananias
Spirit, condemned Ananias for allowing Satan to
watching in amazement and then discussing what
fill his heart so that he lied not just to people but
they should do.
more significantly to the Holy Ghost. Peter made
it clear that Ananias and Sapphira were under
What did Sapphira and Ananias do?
no compulsion to give their land, but to pretend
Ananias and Sapphira had a ‘possession’ of some
they were giving everything, while holding back
land. They had witnessed Barnabas bringing the
money for themselves, was a very serious sin
price of land which he had sold to the apostles.
against the Lord. Ananias literally was punished
Sapphira and her husband decided to sell their
by instant death. Three hours later, Sapphira had
possession but then they determined they would
opportunity to be honest but, when she too lied,
give only part of the money gained. This would
she met with the same judgement as her husband.
have posed no problems but Ananias presented
The church and wider community were shocked,
the gift as if it were the entire sum gained. Later,
but an important lesson was taught and the church
when Sapphira came, Peter asked her if their gift
was protected for a time. Hypocrisy will always be
was the total price they had received for their land.
found in the church but it is not our job to judge
Without hesitation, Sapphira affirmed that it was.
and search out the guilty. Our responsibility is to
Sapphira and her husband lied and were guilty of
guard our own lives against it and to live with a
hypocrisy.
single eye to God’s glory.
Why did they do it?
We know from Peter that Satan inspired the action
⁞⁞ Olive Maxwell lived and worked as a missionary in Cork
of Ananias and Sapphira. We can safely assume
for over twenty years. She is married to Colin, who serves
that they wanted to be praised by the Christians as
with the Mission Board, mostly in the Republic of Ireland.
he name Sapphira is derived from the
jewel, Sapphire. It conjures up a picture of
a beautiful woman, perhaps with striking
blue eyes. In considering Sapphira, we also
consider her husband, Ananias, for they appear of
one mind and action.

15

College Notes

Rev Timothy Nelson, (Principal) with Whitefield College
of the Bible Students and Licentiates (front row)

College Graduation
and Commencement Service

S

ome four hundred people
attended
the
Whitefield
College
Graduation
and
Commencement service hosted this
year by the Ballymena congregation.
Rev Timothy Nelson, College Principal,
presided, and also participating were
Revs Curran, Brown, Armstrong and
Greer. Mr Nelson presented diplomas
to the graduates: Aaron Fitzsimons
(Hillsborough), Daniel Henderson
(Bridlington),
Timothy
Ormerod
(Cloughmills) and Andrew Simpson
(Magherafelt).
Acknowledgement
was made of the faculty and staff, the
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College Committees, and everyone
who had supported the College in its
vital work. The Principal encouraged
earnest prayer for the eighteen
students about to begin another year
of study.

The four graduates were duly licensed
for the ministry, the proceedings being
conducted by newly elected Presbytery
Officers, Rev Greer (Clerk) and Rev
Armstrong (Deputy Moderator). Mr
Armstrong also paid tribute to retiring
Moderator, Rev Thomas Murray,
before making a presentation to him

on behalf of Presbytery. Rev Alan
Smylie (College Academic Committee
Convenor) delivered an appropriate
and much appreciated message from 1
Corinthians 2:1-5. John Craig, retiring
member of the College Management
Committee, received a gift from its
Convenor, Mr Norman McIlroy, who
then offered prayer and thanks for the
supper kindly provided by Ballymena
ladies. The offering for the College
exceeded £1400.

⁞⁞ Rev Timothy Nelson, Principal Whitefield
College of the Bible.

Principal with lecturers present at Ballymena

Deputy Moderator, Rev John Armstrong with licentiates (L – R) Aaron Fitzsimons,
Timothy Ormerod, Daniel Henderson and Andrew Simpson

Part of the congregation attending the
2018 College Graduation and Commencement Service in Ballymena
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Dr Henry
Cooke
(1788-1868)

‘Mr. Valiant for Truth’
This year marks the 150th Anniversary of the death of Dr Henry Cooke.
In this article, Dr Stanley Barnes traces the life, ministry and
legacy of this esteemed servant of Christ.

“T

he foremost man that has risen in the
Presbyterian Church for two hundred years.”.
This is how Dr Witherow, a Presbyterian historian,
described the standing of Dr Henry Cooke within the ranks
of the Irish Presbyterian Church. Henry Cooke was born in
1788 in Grillagh, near Maghera, in County Londonderry. At
home, he was instructed in the Shorter Catechism and the
Westminster Confession of Faith. He attended school at
Tobermore where he was considered to be a good scholar.
In 1802, Cooke began his university education in Glasgow
University. It was while he was a student there that he met two
men who were to be a major influence in his future life. The
first was Robert Stewart, who being somewhat older than him
and much wiser, was to guide the impetuous Henry through
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the course of many discussions and debates. The second was
Henry Montgomery, his great opponent in the controversy
which ended in freeing the Irish Presbyterian Church from
Arianism. After completing his University course, Cooke
applied to, and was licensed by, the presbytery of Ballymena,
County Antrim. At the age of twenty, he was ordained and
installed as an assistant minister in the congregation of
Duneane. The senior minister was an uncaring pastor and
was largely indifferent to the spiritual needs of his flock. The
newly installed assistant was welcomed by some as a breath
from heaven. Cooke’s preaching consisted of Biblical and
doctrinal sermons on the great themes of the Word of God,
such as the deity of Christ, the nature of the Atonement and
the doctrine of the Trinity.

Preaching at the first communion service after his
ordination, Cooke called for repentance and obedience
to the claims of the Gospel. The senior minister, Robert
Scott, was so enraged at what he called Cooke’s Methodism,
that he made Cooke’s life intolerable in the months that
followed, eventually forcing him to leave. Three months
after leaving Duneane, Cooke received a call from the
congregation at Donegore, also in County Antrim. Donegore
is situated on high ground overlooking the picturesque Six
Mile Water valley, the birthplace of a remarkable awakening
during the seventeenth century. Sadly, the memories of that
revival were almost forgotten when Cooke began his new
pastorate. The great truths which the founding fathers of
Ulster Presbyterianism had set forth so powerfully were no
longer preached.

the Church’s social influence and that Arianism, unrestrained
by orthodox energy and zeal, would spread over the land.
Cooke’s opinions were different. He had faith in the power
of a pure Gospel. He had faith in the promises of God. He
knew that the dogmas of Arianism would not satisfy the
wants of a thoughtful community. The result proved that
he was right.” This reformation of the church by Cooke in
1855 helped to prepare the Irish Presbyterians for the year
of Grace in 1859. By the grace of Almighty God, the ground
was being prepared for the reception of the revival. When
news of the County Antrim revival spread to Belfast, Henry
Cooke was then minister of May Street Presbyterian Church,
which had been especially built for him in the city. Cooke’s
attitude to the revival was awaited with great interest, and
many were prepared to receive or reject the movement
in accordance with his considered judgement of it. When
asked of the Revival, if he thought it would continue, his
reply was, “If it does not continue, let us see to it that we
have no part in staying the hand of God. It may rest with us
whether it abide or not.”

Henry Cooke began to recognise the great issues involved
and prepared himself to defend the cause of Presbyterian
orthodoxy. These were difficult and lonely days for Cooke.
His biographer writes, “None of his brethren as yet stood by
him. They hesitated, they wavered, they questioned
his prudence; some denounced him as a rash
He further declared his support for the
enthusiast, who would rend the Church. He
He felt that
awakening when he delivered a lecture on
was harassed by the attacks of enemies; he
purity of faith was
‘Revivals’. He saw this awakening as a work
was wounded to the heart by the indifference
the first requisite in
of God’s Holy Spirit and defended it from the
of friends. “Peace, peace,” the old Syren
Christ’s Church; and he
false charges against it. One of the main
cry, was still echoed by the great body of
resolved to secure it
criticisms surrounding the revival was the
the Presbyterian clergy. Mr. Cooke would
to the Church of his
‘prostrations’ or the ‘strikings down’, as they
have no peace with error; he would have no
fathers.
were called. But Cooke delivered a warning
compromise with Arianism. Once and again
to those who mocked at the ‘prostrations’. He
he said, in private and public to the preachers of
said, “I believe that those who disapprove of this
peace:- ‘If you can convince me from Scripture that
part of the manifestations have no solid foundation
Trinitarians, Arians, and Socinians can form a Scriptural
on which to found their disapproval. I would, however,
Church, and cordially unite in licensing and ordaining one
pronounce no absolute judgement. But this I know, that
another, I shall resign my present views, and unite with
while I am assured by parties present there were cases
you in preserving our present Constitution.’ He felt that
of outcries where there was no evidence of any grace of
purity of faith was the first requisite in Christ’s Church; and
God; yet, in other cases, there was every evidence that an
he resolved to secure it to the Church of his fathers, even
honest man could ask for, that although these cryings might
though peace should fall a sacrifice in the struggle.”
or might not be, the grace of God was there; penitence,
humiliation, reformation, and love to the Scriptures were
Henry Cooke’s faithful and uncompromising stand was
there. Let them not be dogmatic, but exercise their senses
crowned with success when the Ulster Synod enacted in
between good and evil. I warn all scorners to beware.” In
1855 that all ministers must subscribe the Westminster
meeting the charge that it was chiefly young women who
Confession of Faith. His biographer says: “The importance
were affected, and many of them factory girls, he said, “Well,
of the work he accomplished cannot be overestimated.
God be praised!” These young women would be, in time,
Presbyterianism in Ireland had fallen asleep long before he
mothers, and he knew no greater blessing to a nation than
entered the ministry. The Church, as a whole, was satisfied
to have godly women in it. The next generation would have
with a cold observance of the routine of worship. There was
mothers who knew God, and many a young Timothy would
no power in the pulpit; there was no energy in the Synod;
be reared to work for Him. Thus, Dr. Henry Cooke not only
there was no spiritual life among the people. Missionary
prayed for and prepared the way for the revival, but by his
work, whether at home or abroad, was not thought of.
wisdom and support of the year of grace, helped preserve
The Church seemed indifferent to Christ’s command and
the fruits of the revival.
commission - ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.’ Cooke believed that, so long as
Arianism existed in the Church, life and power could not be
⁞⁞ Dr Stanley Barnes, retired minister Hillsborough Free Presbyterian
developed. Others feared that disruption would be fatal to
Church.
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Missionary Vision

Painting Trip to Kenya

A

team from various Free
Presbyterian congregations left
for Kenya on 31st July. The purpose of
the trip was to carry out painting work

in the Christian school in Kapenguria.
On arrival at the school, a special
welcome was extended to the visitors.
We were given a tour of each class and

then enjoyed the end of term assembly.
The following day, with the pupils on
holiday, the painting work commenced.
A group of Kenyan young people,
including some teachers, also joined
in the work. Though many of them
had never held a paintbrush before,
they quickly adapted and enjoyed
learning their new skill. During the
trip the group had opportunity to
visit Bible Christian Faith Churches
in Kitale, Makutano, Siyoi, Kacheliba,
Ortum, Karenger and Bendera. While
some of these works are in remote
locations, the journey was worthwhile
as it proved a blessing to fellowship
with God’s people. Appreciation is
extended to those who supported the
trip prayerfully and practically.
Photograph:
Painters who laboured in Kapenguria, July
2018, pictured with missionary Miss M
Russell (back row, far right).

Precious Children’s Home, Nepal
I

n 2003, Paul and Mandira
Thapa
were
burdened
for the many deprived and
orphaned children of Nepal.
The Precious Children’s Home,
which was started as a result of
that burden, not only gives young
people a better environment
but a place where they can be
educated in spiritual things.
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Opening with five children,
it gradually increased to
thirty, ranging in age from
four to sixteen years old.   In
2014, additional ground was
purchased to construct larger
premises, and, in 2016, work
commenced and progressed
until completion. This new home

will accommodate sixty children
and will, God willing, be opened
in October 2018. Through the
generosity of God’s people, the
financial needs thus far have been
met. However, as the new home
is able to support more children
and needs more staff, there
will be an additional financial
challenge to raise approximately
£20,000 extra each year. Those
interested in supporting this
work can contact the Mission
Board office. We are confident
that the Lord who has faithfully
provided for the need so far will
continue to help this work.

Photograph: The newly completed
Precious Children’s Home in Nepal.

United Children’s Camp
T

his year, between 30th July
and 3rd August, we enjoyed
our 5th annual United Children’s
Camp. Forty-eight children, aged
eight to thirteen years old, and eight
leaders were present. We engaged
in many onsite and off-site activities
throughout the week. During each
morning meeting, we considered the
life of John Newton and in the evening
meetings, the life of Daniel. For fifteen
minutes every morning and evening,
each leader led dorm devotions with
their group.

One of the highlights of camp was the
testimony time on Thursday night.
The children were told that they had
fifteen seconds if they wanted to testify
of their salvation, simply stating where
they got saved and what age they were.
Over twenty of the children publicly
shared how they were saved by God’s
grace. What a thrill to hear these
young voices confess Christ as Saviour!
Pray that the Lord will continue to

strengthen and keep these young ones
and that they will be greatly used of
God in the coming years. We thank
God’s people for their prayers for our

camp, and preparations are already
underway for Camp 2019 which will
run from Monday 29th July - Friday 2nd
August in the same venue.
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Missionary Vision

Building Project in
Alcorcon, Spain
I

n the providence of the Lord, the
Alcorcón congregation recently
was faced with a mammoth
decision. For quite some time, we had
been delaying major renovations in
our church building; and, due to the
Lord’s blessing, we were outgrowing
it. Therefore, it was decided to try
and purchase the building that
separates our church and hall. When
we approached the proprietor with
our proposal, he said he would not
sell but would be very interested in
buying ours. He offered us market
price, €180,000. So began the
dilemma. What would the Lord have
us to do? The Session and Deacon
Board began praying. Shortly after
we commenced praying, we heard
of the sale of a building on the same
street. This building was on sale
when we bought our present church
building twenty years ago. At
that time, the asking price
We are
was €900,000, far above
the €90,000 we paid.
sure we have
However, with the
reached an Ebenezer.
financial crisis the
The hitherto not only
price kept coming
indicates what has
down until we have
been, but what the
recently given loans to
been able to purchase
Lord will still
evangelical
churches.
it for €450,000. The
do.
Thus, began the long
new building is over
tedious process; but finally,
twice the size of our existing
in the will of the Lord, our loan was
buildings.
approved. As we look back over this
year, we have no doubts concerning
What we believed would be the least
the Lord’s leading. That was finally
of our worries turned out to be our
confirmed two months ago when
Red Sea experience. We needed a
the church members voted by a 90%
Bank loan of €250,000, something we
majority to move ahead with this
never had a problem with before. But
proposal. As I write, we hope to sign
due to major internal changes, every
the contracts over the next two weeks.
bank we approached turned us down.
Once again, in the Lord’s leading, I
We are sure we have reached an
was talking to a believer from another
Ebenezer. The hitherto not only
church about our dilemma, and he
indicates what has been, but what the
informed me of a Dutch Bank that had
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Lord will still do. The new building,
as it now stands, is just a shell, so it
will have to be completely furbished
at an estimated cost of approximately
€150,000. We are grateful to the
Mission Board for a very liberal gift of
£10,000. But it is only a start. Thus, we
appeal to the generosity of any church
or individuals who would be willing
to help us with this building project.
If anyone is interested, please contact
the Mission Board. Thank you for your
prayers, we trust you will continue to
remember us.
Photograph:
The new church building in Alcorcon, Spain.

A note from
the chairman
“The Mission Board, without faithful, zealous
missionary workers on the ground at home and
abroad, would not amount to anything.”

A

s we look back on the
work of the Mission Board
in 2018, we give thanks
to Almighty God for His
rich blessing bestowed upon us.
The Board, as an administrative body,
has had many meetings in which the
burden of the whole of our missionary
endeavour at home and abroad was
considered and cared for. I pay a sincere
tribute to my fellow office bearers;
Rev David Park as Secretary and Mr
Alastair Hamilton as Treasurer for
their unstinting work in the missionary
endeavours of our denomination. I
thank also all of our faithful Board
Members who attend our meetings,
whose counsel and advice is pivotal
in the month to month administration
of the Board. Mrs Glenda Graham has
settled well into her role as Secretary
in the Mission Board Office in Kilkeel.
Her work is deeply appreciated by our
Board Members and all of our various
Missionaries whom she serves in a
gracious manner.
MISSION BOARD DETAILS

Office:
Mrs Glenda Graham,
3 Carrigenagh Road,
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE
T: 028 4176 5574
office@fpcmission.org

The Mission Board, without faithful,
who faithfully support the work of
zealous missionary workers on the
missions. Thank-you all for being ropeground at home and abroad, would not
holders for the cause of mission in the
amount to anything. I pay
Free Presbyterian Church.
tribute to each one of our
Your grasp and hold on
In spite of our
missionaries, as day by day,
the rope is enabling our
weakness and
week by week, they seek to
missionaries to go down
smallness,
publish Messiah’s Name.
into that deep and dark
God, in His
It encourages us to hear
mine of lost humanity, and
grace, has
from their various fields of
reach and win lost souls
given us many
service of God’s blessing
with the Gospel of Christ. We
opportunities
upon their labours.
are all labourers together
to serve Him
in this great endeavour.
all over the
I want to thank all of our
In spite of our weakness
world.
Ministers and Congregations
and smallness, God, in His
for their continuing care
grace, has given us many
and support of our missionaries
opportunities to serve Him all over the
and their work for the Master. The
world. Let our vision and prayer be
warm welcome in our churches and
moulded on the model of Psalm 67 v
their generous support enables us to
1-2 as the old year draws to a close and
continue with our work of missions.
another year of service in God’s will
opens up before us. “God be merciful
As a Mission Board, we are indebted
unto us, and bless us; and cause his
under God to a whole host of dear
face to shine upon us; Selah. That thy
way may be known upon earth, thy
brethren and sisters in Christ, young
saving health among all nations.”
and old, throughout our congregations

website: www.fpcmission.org

Chairman:
Rev Ian Harris,
23a Moneydaragh Road,
Annalong, BT34 4TY
T: 028 4376 8040
ian.harris@fpcmission.org

Secretary:
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street,
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T: 028 2766 2039
hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Treasurer:
Mr Alastair Hamilton,
T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org
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Dates for the Diary
October - November

2019

21st-4th

OMAGH,
50th Anniversary MISSION

JANUARY

Speaker: Dr F Greenfield

25th

November
4th-18th

CARRYDUFF,
GOSPEL MISSION
Time:

4th-18th

Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Sunday, 3.30pm
Speaker: Dr W McCrea

MARKETHILL,
GOSPEL MISSION
Time:

12th-16th

Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Sunday, 7.00pm
Speaker: Mr N Shields

RASHARKIN,
GOSPEL MISSION
(Rasharkin Community Centre)
Time:
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speakers: Various

23rd + 25th SANDOWN,
ANSWERS IN GENESIS
CONFERENCE
Time:

Friday, 7.30pm
Sunday, 11.30am & 6.30pm
Speaker: Mr S Turpin

23rd

MOURNE INDEPENDENT
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL,
30th ANNIVERSARY PRAISE
SERVICE
Time:
Friday, 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev G Ferguson

MARKETHILL,
ANNUAL YOUTH RALLY
Time:
Friday, 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev P Foster

