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I have just finished reading the 
Diary of Rev Kenneth Macrae. 
Rev Macrae served as a Free Church 

minister in Scotland in the early to mid-
1900’s. He was a passionate preacher of the 
gospel and greatly burdened for the work of 
God. During his pastorate in Stornoway, he 
was asked by his presbytery to take a leave 
of absence from his own pulpit and visit 
smaller congregations to encourage them 
in the Lord. It involved a heavy schedule 
of meetings and many miles of travel. He 
undertook the task with the prayer that God 
would bless his labours. It was a difficult 
time for him – physically and spiritually. 
He was both tired and troubled - tired 
because of the distances he had to cover and 
troubled because of the spiritual decline 
that he encountered. Within a few years 
congregations seemed to have lost ground. 
As he ministered in these circumstances, 
he realised afresh the importance of the 
preaching of the Word. He recognised 
that nothing would halt the decline but 
the faithful proclamation of Christ in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. His observation 
is relevant for our time. The preaching 
of Christ is God’s ordained means for the 
advance of His church. Christ has promised 
to build His church and it has pleased Him 
to do so through the preaching of the cross. 
Where such preaching wanes, spiritual 
dearth will undoubtedly follow. Paul’s 
counsel to Timothy is a good reminder 
of the primacy of the pulpit ministry – 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 
4:2). Religious novelties can never replace 
the preaching of the gospel in the power and 
demonstration of the Holy Ghost. Preaching 
is a solemn work and therefore preacher and 
congregation have grave responsibilities. As 
the Word is applicable to young and old, it is 
wise to pray that God would richly bless the 
preparation, declaration, and application 
of His Word to all of our hearts. God has 
promised to bless His own Word. 
⁞⁞ Colin Mercer, 
editor@fpvision.org
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These words are addressed 
by the Saviour to the church 
in Philadelphia. The words, 

“little strength” may mean that it 
was a small congregation, or that the 
congregation was not blessed with 
material resources. They may also 
imply that the people were conscious 
of their lack of power.

There are many faithful congregations 
who feel the same in our generation.  
The enemies of God seem to be many 
and powerful, yet we feel weak in 
comparison.  Sometimes individual 
Christians feel powerless.  They are 
conscious of having few gifts which 
they can use to the glory of God. They 
think that there is little they can do in 
the cause of Christ.  In such situations, 
we can be encouraged by what Christ 
said to the church of Philadelphia. 
Despite their “little strength” He noted 
that they had kept the Word of God. 
The word “kept” signifies holding fast 
or maintaining something. Clearly, this 
weak church had held fast to the Word 
of God. Christians and congregations 
who have little strength are able, by 
the grace of God, to keep the Word of 

God.  This is vital in a day of spiritual 
compromise which involves the denial 
of the essential aspects of the gospel. 
Let it be our aim notwithstanding 
the difficulties, discouragements or 
opposition, to know the Scriptures 
and to always walk in obedience.  
Our Saviour further commended this 
church with “little strength” for their 
faithfulness to His name. 
They had not denied it 
(Revelation 3:8). These 
saints had been under 
severe pressure to deny 
Christ; indeed, they had 
suffered persecution but 
had stood firm.  They had 
not disavowed His name. 
We have a faithful Saviour. 
He did not turn back from 
all the cross meant for Him 
so that His people would be redeemed 
from sin and eternal judgment. It is by 
His grace that we can remain faithful 
to Him. His strength is made perfect in 
our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Remember, God “hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty” (1 Corinthians 

1:27). Although the church at 
Philadelphia had “little strength” Christ 
encouraged it by presenting great 
opportunities for extended service. He 
notes, “...behold, I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it” 
(Revelation 3:8). According to Christ, 
this congregation was capable of doing 
much more in the cause of the gospel. 

An open door of usefulness 
was before them, a door 
which no man could 
shut because it had been 
opened by Christ.  We may 
have “little strength” but 
we have a mighty Saviour. 
In Him, through Him and 
with Him we can be strong 
for Him. Therefore, as Paul 
said to the Corinthian 
Christians, “… my beloved 

brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord”  
(1 Corinthians 15:58).

⁞⁞ Rev William McDermott, recently retired 
minister of Moneyslane Free Presbyterian 
Church.
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devoTIonAl
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Increasingly and sadly, within evangelicalism, 
there is a diminishing appetite for what the 
Spirit of God identifies as sound doctrine. 

Towards the close of his ministry, Paul warned the 
church of Christ, “the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:3). The 
word ‘endure’ means “to hold up” or “to bear”. Thus, 
it signifies what the true church is called to do. It is 
to hold up and be a bearer of the truth. However, 
when Paul said that some would, “not endure sound 
doctrine” he revealed a clear mark of compromise and 
apostasy within the visible church. He then proceeded 
to give the reason for this compromise by noting that 
it was due to many “having itching ears” (2 Timothy 
4:3). The term “itching ears” is vivid. It signifies an 

eagerness to hear but it is a dangerous eagerness - a 
yearning to have the ear tickled by a message that suits 
carnal tastes. In the soul, there is a desire for novelties 
instead of sound doctrine. The solemn outcome is 
that those with “itching ears” will be turned away 
from the truth unto fables or myths (2 Timothy 4:4). 
Clearly, the point Paul makes is that the Lord’s people, 
for the wellbeing of their souls, should desire sound 
doctrine and nothing else. Unfortunately, it is not 
always so. There are times when professing Christians, 
deliberately or inadvertently, place themselves under 
the opposite of sound doctrine. This leads to all kinds 
of spiritual and doctrinal problems; problems which 
can be spirituality damaging and result in great 
confusion. 

The 
Importance 

of Sound 
Doctrine



Paul’s warning raises the question: what is sound doctrine? 
The word ‘doctrine’ simply means teaching. Believers need 
to be taught. I have heard of some who state that they do 
not want doctrine. They will often add, “all I want is the 
gospel.” However, this misses the point because the gospel 
of God is doctrine. It is the sound doctrine Paul refers to. The 
inference of his warning is that believers should yearn to be 
taught the truths that revolve around the person and work of 
our blessed Redeemer. The doctrine of Christ, all His fullness, 
His unique person, His finished work and all His saving and 
sanctifying merit is sound doctrine.

This word ‘sound’ is a vital word. It is used nine times in the 
New Testament, with eight of the instances being found in 
First and Second Timothy and Titus. On every occasion, the 
word is used with regard to the gospel. Four times the word 
is used in the expression, ‘sound doctrine’; once in the term, 
‘sound words’; twice in the expression, ‘sound in 
the faith’; and once in the phrase, ‘sound speech’. 
The ninth instance of the word is in Luke 15:27 
and is found in the phrase, “…he hath received him 
safe and sound.” The reference is to the prodigal 
son who had come back from the far country. 
Though he had gone so far and had fallen into 
such wickedness, yet in mercy, he was brought 
back home and received, “safe and sound.” 

Christ’s usage of the word ‘sound’ in this parable 
is a clear revelation of its sense and meaning. It 
signifies that which is free from all that is harmful. 
It is striking that the Greek word translated 
‘sound’ gives us the English word ‘hygiene.’ Sound 
doctrine, therefore, is teaching or instruction that 
counters the awful ravages and effects of sin at 
every level in human society. It lifts sinners out of 
the morass of darkness and corruption and gives 
them new spiritual life. 

Sound doctrine promotes and maintains spiritual health 
in the souls of God’s people. Christ saves and sanctifies. 
He is a sufficient Saviour for all His people. The Old and 
New Testament truths concerning the triune God promote 
godliness, contentment, peace, comfort, assurance and joy 
in the lives of His people. We will grow spiritually as we 
meditate on Him. This sound doctrine will strengthen us in 
the Lord, thus we will have strong faith and grace to serve 
and worship Him well. False doctrine will do the opposite. 
It is spiritually harmful and will eventually lead to despair 
and discouragement. The more we know of the fullness of 
Christ the more like Christ we will become. Since this is one 
fruit of sound doctrine, surely nothing but sound doctrine is 
what all true churches and all faithful gospel ministers must 
pursue and promote at every opportunity? 

The great benefit of sound doctrine is that it counteracts 
the influence of false doctrine. Paul urged Titus to, “speak 
the things which become sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). The 
context of Paul’s reference to sound doctrine is important. 
In the closing part of the previous chapter, he exposed the 
false teachers who were troubling the Cretan churches. 
Then he exhorted Titus to preach that which is in keeping 
with sound doctrine. He introduced his exhortation by way 
of contrast, “But speak thou” (Titus 2:1). Paul reminded 
Titus that his teaching as a gospel minister must contrast 
sharply and completely with the false teachers. Their 
message was endangering the spiritual life of the churches. 
Paul’s point is clear. It was only the sound doctrine of gospel 
truth that would counter the unsound doctrines of false 
teachers. In other words, the gospel is its own defence. The 
proclamation of sound doctrine will be a bulwark against 
the inroads of every kind of error.  

Sound doctrine will be made attractive by the 
conduct of God’s people. Where it is espoused 
and preached it must be accompanied and 
demonstrated by godly living. This too is 
underscored in Paul’s exhortation to Titus, “speak 
thou the things which become sound doctrine” 
(Titus 2:1). The word ‘become’ signifies that which 
is fitting and suitable or that which distinguishes 
sound doctrine and makes it conspicuous in an 
ungodly world. Thus, Titus was directed by Paul 
to show the Lord’s people in Crete how they 
were to live and conduct themselves in various 
areas of life. It is important to note that Titus 
addressed all in the church - young and old, men, 
women and children. His application of this truth 
included family and employees with regard to 
a good and godly work ethic. The climax of this 
instruction is: “that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things” (Titus 2:10).  The 
word ‘adorn’ means to arrange, to put in order. 

Therefore, godly living is a testimony to the truth and 
power of the gospel. It is the demonstration that the gospel 
is sound; that it is health-giving to the soul. 

The conclusion that emerges, is that sound doctrine is 
a vital part of the Christian life. What a person believes 
impacts how he behaves. Sound doctrine firmly espoused 
contributes to the defence of the gospel and the name of 
Christ. Sound doctrine produces sound living and thereby 
demonstrates the power of the gospel. It shows a dying 
world that the gospel is the message, not of what men do for 
God but of what God does for men.

⁞⁞ Rev John Greer, minister of Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church 
and professor of Systematic Theology, Whitefield College of the Bible.
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When the General 
Presbytery of our 
denomination appointed 

me Principal of the Whitefield 
College of the Bible, it bestowed upon 
me a singular honour.  While I have 
been involved in a teaching capacity for 
twenty years, my responsibilities have 
now widened, and few are the days 
– if any – when some College issue is 
not in my thoughts. But I have enjoyed 
these early months, and I have been 
greatly helped by the consideration 
and encouragement of so many. I 
have appreciated all the messages of 
support and assurances of prayer from 
the church at large, the cooperation, 
counsel and diligence of the Faculty 
and the College Committees, and the 
expertise and assistance of our College 
Secretary. And, of course, it continues 
to be a privilege to work with the 
eighteen men who comprise our 
current student body. 

As I write these lines, the summer 
examinations are approaching fast 
– by the time you read them, those 
examinations will be in the past. I am 
conscious of the heavy workload borne 
by the students, and the challenges 
of an extensive curriculum are only 
intensified at these seasons. I know 
that our students always appreciate 
your prayers, but perhaps the sense of 
need increases as the pressure builds.  
Subject to successful completion of the 
examinations and the approval of the 
Presbytery Examination Board, four 
students are due to leave us this year. 
Pray that the Lord will open doors 
of service for them. At this moment, 
interviews for 2018-19 are in progress, 
and it is likely that these ‘departures’ 
will be balanced by a similar number of 
‘arrivals’.

The College term ended on June 15th, 
but it must not be supposed that 
there began three months of idleness 

from The 
PrinciPal’s Desk
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college noTeS

for our students! Throughout the 
summer students will fulfil hundreds of 
engagements, helping with ministers’ 
holiday cover, supplying vacant 
congregations, conducting Bible Clubs 
for children, and providing longer 
periods of ministry in churches on 
the Mainland and in N America. As 
the summer ends, some will help with 
outreach in England and Wales, and 
two teams will work here in Northern 
Ireland, in Cookstown and Ballynahinch 
respectively. So, while there will be 
some respite from the classroom and 
some much-needed relaxation, there 
will be ample opportunity to serve 
as well. If you have a student in your 
church this summer, do encourage him!

I take the opportunity to invite you 
to the annual College Graduation & 
Commencement Service. It will be held 

this year in Ballymena on Monday 10th 
September at 8.00pm. This is always a 
special time for those graduating and 
indeed those just starting out – and 
their families – but I emphasise that all 
are welcome, and it would be such an 
encouragement to everyone involved 
with the College to see a well-filled 
building.

Meantime, please continue in your 
support of this vital arm of our Church’s 
witness. The future of our denomination 
really is inextricably linked with what 
is done in the Whitefield College of 
the Bible. Your help, practically and 
prayerfully, is no small part of what we 
are seeking to accomplish. Thank you, 
in the Lord’s Name! 

⁞⁞ Rev Timothy Nelson

WhITefIeld college 
grAduATIon & commencemenT ServIce
mon 10th Sept 8.00pm, ballymena free presbyterian church

preacher: rev g dane (moderator)

The Principal (centre) with fourth-year students (left to right):
Andrew Simpson, Aaron Fitzsimons, Daniel Henderson and Timothy Ormerod.
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At its May meeting, the 
Presbytery of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of 

Ulster elected Rev Gordon Dane 
(Crossgar) to serve as its next 
Moderator. He will assume office in 
September. In announcing the result of 
the election, out-going Moderator Rev 
Thomas Murray, urged presbyters to 
remember Rev Dane in prayer.

Rev Murray has served as Moderator 
of the Presbytery for three years. 
Reflecting on his tenure he 
commented, “I was elected to the 
office of Moderator in June 2015, 
subsequently re-elected in 2016 and 
2017.  The last three years have been 
exceedingly busy yet also blessed. In 
addition to chairing the presbytery 
meetings, which can be daunting, I 
have had the privilege of participating 
in many special services. It has been 
a joy to open new church buildings 
and to take part in the ordination of 
brethren to the gospel ministry and 
eldership. 

As I have travelled to various churches 
I have been greatly heartened to find 
that we are a church on the move. As 
well as numerical growth there is a 
great desire to see the Lord move in 
reviving power.

I have also had the privilege of 
travelling to Uganda, Kenya, Australia 
and more recently to Nepal and India. 
I am looking forward to attending 
the International Free Presbyterian 
Congress in Philadelphia this summer. 
I have on my travels lost luggage, 
shared a room with a rat and eaten 
very strange looking meals. However, 
my heart has been greatly blessed and 
encouraged as I have found people 

A chAnge of moderATor 

with a love for the Lord and a longing 
to see Him build His church. It has 
been a blessing to see how out of small 
beginnings God has multiplied this 
denomination and used it to send the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. 

One of the highlights of my time in 
office was the commemoration of the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. I had the privilege of 
travelling to Germany to see where 
Luther was born and converted. I also 
visited the church where he preached 
the gospel of saving grace. His ministry 
did more to change the course of 
history than any other event since the 
birth of Christ. Even secular historians 
rank it as one of the most important 
events of the past millennia. I would 
like to thank those who organised the 
special commemoration service held 
in the Martyrs Memorial church. It 

was a thrill to see the building filled 
to capacity and to hear the choir sing 
Luther’s famous hymn – “A mighty 
fortress is our God”.

Being Moderator has brought 
challenges and difficulties, but I can 
bear testimony to the sufficiency 
of God’s grace. I wish to thank the 
members of presbytery for giving me 
the opportunity to serve in this capacity 
and for their prayers, support and 
encouragement. It has been a learning 
curve and a blessing to my soul. I 
deeply appreciate the hospitality and 
warm friendship that has been offered 
everywhere. Last but not least I want to 
thank my own congregation in Comber 
for their patience, understanding 
and prayers.  I assure the incoming 
Moderator, Rev. Gordon Dane, of my 
prayers and best wishes as he takes up 
his duties in September.” 

Moderator, Rev T Murray preaching in Nepal
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mourne celebrATeS 
50Th AnnIverSAry

On Saturday 7th April, Mourne Free Presbyterian 
Church held a special service to further mark the 

50th anniversary of the congregation. The large hall in the 
Sunday School Complex was filled for the launch of a 160-
page book and an hour-long DVD presentation. The book was 
compiled by Mr George McConnell and contains numerous 
photographs and accounts of the work throughout its fifty-
year history. The DVD presentation was professionally 
produced by Mr Ryan Ward and Mr Stephen Patterson.

porTglenone congregATIon 
Makes Presentation to Missionaries

The children from the 
Children’s Meeting and 

Sabbath School of Portglenone 
Free Presbyterian Church raised 
£332.52 to purchase a keyboard 
to be used in Emmanuel Christian 
Church and School in Uganda. They 
accomplished this by bringing 
in their pennies and other loose 
change over the last year. The 
congregation also contributed to 
the project and in total £1030.00 
was gifted to the Millers who 
are members of the church in 
Portglenone and currently serving 
the Lord in Uganda.

mISSIon TrIp
To SpAIn

On 29th March 2018, a group of ten Free Presbyterians 
left Belfast for a week of outreach in Spain with Rev 

Lyle Boyd. After a brief visit with Rev John Hanna (Alcorćon) 
and the outreach work in Toledo, the group continued to 
Cortijos Nuevos. During the week they conducted outreach in 
five towns including Ubeda and Castellar. The mission team 
also enjoyed fellowship with Ulises, a Cuban pastor who has 
become a source of encouragement to Mr Boyd.

Above: Elders, Mr G McConnell and Mr R G McConnell, with Dr J Douglas 
at the book and DVD launch in Mourne Free Presbyterian Church
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The Whitefield Christian 
Workers Training Academy 

graduation service took place 
on Monday 26th March in 
Magherafelt. There were fifty-
one students who successfully 
completed the course and their 
certificates were presented 
by the College Principal Rev 
Timothy Nelson. The Moderator 
Rev Thomas Murray preached a 
challenging word on Ephesians 
6:17.

elder ordInATIonS In clogher vAlley 
And londonderry congregATIonS

Above: Mr N Robinson and Mr I McClung were ordained as elders in 
Clogher Valley Free Presbyterian Church on Friday 11th May. They are 
pictured with participating ministers: Revs T Murray (Moderator) 
R Robinson, P McIntyre, B McClung and C Mercer.

Above: Mr J Murray (front row, left) was ordained as an elder in 
Londonderry Free Presbyterian Church on Friday 25th May. He is 
pictured with his brother, Rev T Murray (Moderator) and participating 
ministers, Revs P Foster, I Brown, J Patterson and Mr S Boyd.

The WhITefIeld 
chrISTIAn
Workers 
AcAdemy

Whitefield 
Christian 
Workers 
aCademy

A new course will be on offer 
for 2018-2019. There are two 
eight-week terms, one evening 
per week, commencing Monday 
22nd October 2018 and 
Monday 28th January 2019, at 
Ballymoney Free Presbyterian 
Church.  The course is open to all 
and does not require the student 
to do tests or examinations.

Applications are invited before 
Monday 15th October 2018. To 
make application or for further 
information contact Miss Hannah 
Lewis (Phone 07710426594, 
e-mail Hannah-lewis@live.com), 
or Rev Gregory McCammon 
(Phone 028 383 24132). The fee 
for the course is £96.00 and must 
be paid on or before the first 
evening of the course. 



“... it is time to 
seek the LORD”

Hosea 10:12
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Thursday 6th May 1954 was cold and 
damp.  The crowd that had gathered 
for the race meeting at the Iffley 
Road sports ground in Oxford was 
very subdued.  It was only when the 
stadium announcer gave the final 
result of the one-mile race did they 
erupt into loud cheers.  All that could 
be heard over the loudspeaker was the 
announcer’s first two words, “Three 
minutes…” not four minutes, but 
three minutes, fifty-nine point four 
seconds… a world record.

Falling into the arms of the officials at 
the finish line was the exhausted slender 
frame of a tall young medical student 
called Roger Bannister.  For a quarter 
of a century runners had been trying 
to accomplish what seemed to be the 
impossible, running a mile in less than 

four minutes, but now it had been done 
by this young Londoner.

Over the years that record has been 
broken many times over by other athletes.  
Today the record is held by Moroccan, 
Hitcham El Guerroiy, 3 minutes and 43 
seconds.  However, Roger Bannister was 
the most famous of them all because he 
was the first to break the 4-minute mile.
    
Sadly, on 3rd March 2018, aged 88, 
Sir Roger Bannister died with his family 
by his bedside.  Time had run out for the 
man who had beaten the clock.   And so, 
it is for all of us.  No matter how healthy 
and young we may feel, we are up against 
the clock and sooner or later we all run out 
of time.  Some will run out of time with 
regards to salvation.  Some will run out 
of time with regards to Christian service.  

PRIzES! 
Are you 12 or under? 
Send your answer, name, 
address and church to:

Rev Garth Wilson   
Email: answer@fpvision.org  
39 Millreagh Ave,, Dundonald,
Belfast, BT16 1Tz      

£5 WINNERS LAST TIME:

 » Katie McConnell  (Mourne FPC)

 » Reuben Dick  (Crossgar FPC)

 » Julia Moore  (Bethel FPC)

 » Chloe Bowman  (Magherafelt FPC) 

 » Lucy Beth Cunningham  (Mourne FPC)

 » Olivia Crawford  (Kesh FPC)

 » Ruby McIlroy  (Moneyslane FPC)

 » Eva Murray  (Portavogie FPC)

EvEN IF yOu DIDN’T WIN THIS 
TIME, PLEASE KEEP TRyING – 
MAyBE NExT TIME!

⁞⁞ Compiled by 
    Robert McConnell

Name:

Address:

Church:

1. How many brothers had Joseph?
2. How many disciples had the Saviour?
3. How many thousands did the Saviour feed in John Ch.6?
4. How many cubits in height was Goliath in 1st Samuel Ch.17?
5. How many disciples walked together along the road to  

Emmaus in Luke Ch.24?
6. How many barrels of water did Elijah pour onto his sacrifice  

to God in 1st Kings Ch.18?
7. How many commandments are there?
8. With how many hundred men did Gideon defeat the Midianites?
9. What age was Josiah when he became king in 2nd Kings Ch. 22?
10. How many devils did the Saviour cast out of Mary Magdalene in Mark Ch. 16?

Answer: What time is it?

The Bible says, “prepare to meet thy 
God” (Amos 4:12) and “behold now is the 
accepted time, behold now is the day of 
salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2), reminding 
us to act now before it is forever too late.  
“Backward, turn backward, O time in 
your flight, make me a child again just 
for tonight.”  These fanciful words of the 
poet cannot compare to the truth stated 
in 1 Corinthians 7:29 - “time is short”.  
Boys and girls, you may beat the clock 
on occasions but in the end, you too will 
run out of time.

qu

THE MAN THAT 
BEAT THE CLOCK

Answer all the following questions to do with numbers.  Cross out 
each answer from the clock face.  There will only be two numbers left.  
Draw an hour hand pointing at the smaller of these two numbers and 
draw a minute hand pointing towards the bigger of the two numbers.  



⁞⁞ Compiled by 
Rev Garth Wilson

Youth Focus
⁞⁞ Compiled by 
    Robert McConnell
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As Moses approached the end of his life, 
God used him to give words of counsel and 
encouragement to Joshua, his successor. He 

reminded him that he was God’s man for the task and 
said, “…thou must go with this people unto the land which 
the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give thee” 
(Deuteronomy 31:7). Then he added, “And the LORD he 
it is that doth go before thee: he will be with thee, he 
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not neither 
be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8). The Lord, through 
Moses was reminding Joshua of certain realities in his life 
as he faced an unknown future. Firstly, he reminded him 
that the Lord would go before him and prepare the way 
for him. No matter where the pilgrimage would take him, 
God was already there. The Lord would also go with him 
every step of the way. The Lord was not going to forsake 
His servant but was going to be present with him. These 
blessed realities brought courage and confidence to 
Joshua. How reassuring and comforting it was for Joshua 
to know that as he pressed forward in the work of God, 
God would go with him all the way. 

Surely as we think of the precious words in that verse, we 
can concur with the words of Fanny Crosby when she wrote, 
“All the way my Saviour leads me what have I ask to beside.” 
She wrote from the heart and from the depths of personal 
experience.  Although she became blind shortly after birth, 
Fanny Crosby was later converted to Christ and had a 
tremendous faith. Though this particular hymn was really 
the testimony of her entire life, yet it was prompted by a 
specific incident in her life in 1874. 

One day it appeared that she did not have enough money 
to pay her rent. Fanny Crosby took this matter to the Lord 
and prayed earnestly about it. As she prayed her door was 
knocked. When she opened the door, an individual handed her 
an amount of money and walked away without introducing 
himself or saying anything to her. The stranger left as quickly 
as he came, and Fanny was left with the money in her hand. It 
was the exact amount that she needed to pay the rent. Later 
it is reported that Fanny Crosby said of this incident, “I have 
no way of accounting for this except to believe that God put 
it into the heart of this good man to bring the money.” It was 
later that evening that she sat down and wrote the words, 

All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

Never doubt the leading of God in your life. He leads us even 
at times when we are not aware of it. He leads us all the way. 
“And the LORD he it is that doth go before thee: he will be 
with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not 
neither be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:8). 

⁞⁞ Rev Garth Wilson, minister of Sandown Free Presbyterian Church 
and associate editor of Free Presbyterian Vision.

leads me
my Saviour



This is a question that arises from time to time. A 
Roman Catholic whom we know through work, social 
connections or family links passes away and we ask, 

“Should I attend the funeral mass?  Would it be rude if I do not 
attend?  What would be the best approach out of respect for 
the family?  The same question may also arise when invited 
to a Roman Catholic wedding. As Christians we wish to show 
sympathy, but we must also remain faithful to the gospel.

The mass is the centre of the entire Roman Catholic system of 
worship. It purports to be a representation of the sacrifice of 
Christ. According to Roman Catholic statements, the mass is a 
“paschal banquet in which Christ is consumed.” It is claimed, 
“In the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist there is truly, 
really and substantially, the body and blood, together with 
the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ; and …there 
is a conversion of the whole substance of the wine into the 
blood, which the Catholic church calls Transubstantiation.” 
Simply stated, when the officiating priest performs the mass, 
allegedly changing the bread and wine into the body and blood 
of Christ, he claims to offer up a true, proper, propitiatory 
sacrifice to God for the living and the dead.

This is contrary to all that is taught in scripture concerning 
the sacrifice of Christ. When writing to the Hebrews, Paul 
affirmed of Christ, “But this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God” (Hebrews 10:12). Christ has offered Himself once for 
the sins of His people. His sacrifice is sufficient therefore no 
further sacrifice is required. No man can re-offer Christ and 
to purport to do so, is a gross offence and sin against Him. 
This explains why the Articles of the Church of England refer 
to masses as “blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits” 
and the Westminster Confession of Faith states, “the popish 
sacrifice of the mass, as they call it, is most abominably 
injurious to Christ’s one, only sacrifice, the alone propitiation 
for all the sins of the elect.”

As a young priest, Martin Luther was required to celebrate 
the mass for the first time.  When he came to recite the words, 

“We offer unto thee, the living, the true, the eternal God”, he 
was struck with such a sense of fear that he collapsed and had 
to be carried limp from the altar.  He later said, “At these words 
I was utterly stupefied, and terror-stricken.”  His spirit was 
invaded by a deep sense of doubt, despair and depression. 

About thirteen years ago when discussing this very doctrine 
with a Roman Catholic Priest, I challenged him regarding 
the doctrine of transubstantiation and he accepted that 
no scientist would ever discover one drop of blood in the 
consecrated wine.  This revealed to me that transubstantiation 
is too much even for the most devout follower of the papacy.   
The idea that a man can sacrifice our Lord over and over is so 
awesome that to really accept this, would be too much for a 
mortal to take on board.

The Lutheran movement, while rejecting the notion of 
transubstantiation, could not quite part with the high 
mysticism of the sacrament, and opted for the theory of 
consubstantiation.  It was the Reformed Churches, which 
dominated Protestantism outside Germany, that went further 
than Luther on this issue, perceiving the inherent error in 
claiming to transform the wafer and the wine into Christ’s 
substance and sacrificing him on the altar.  Therefore, the mass 
became one of the defining points articulating the distinction 
between the reformation movement and the papacy.  

This was especially so in England.  Bishop J C Ryle observed 
that between 1555 and 1559, almost three hundred 
Protestants were burnt to death, and that “all without 
exception were called to special account about the real 
presence, and in every case, their refusal to admit 
the doctrine (of transubstantiation) formed one 
principal cause in their condemnation.” 

Bishop Ryle argues that the Reformers 
were quite right to stand firm in 
their refusal to accept that 
Christ was physically 
present in the mass 
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because it undermined His finished work on the cross, His 
priestly office, the doctrine of Christian ministry and the 
truth regarding Christ’s real humanity.”  The mass, therefore, 
overthrows the gospel.

Where a requiem mass is concerned the stakes in the battle 
for gospel truth are even higher.  The word requiem is derived 
from the Latin word meaning rest and is found in the opening 
line of a funeral mass: “Grant them eternal rest, O Lord”.

The requiem mass presupposes that the soul is languishing in 
purgatory and that a sacrifice must be offered for the relief of 
the deceased. The priest becomes a little Christ - a mediator, 
standing between the living and the dead, interceding for 
the soul of the departed.  There can be no greater assault on 
the gospel.  The Scriptures never refer to purgatory.  There 
is no man who can assist the soul beyond the grave.  After 
death comes judgment.  There is no more sacrifice for sin 
after death.  Can one therefore attend a requiem mass as a 
neutral observer?  This is impossible.  A church is a place of 
worship.  At any mass the wafer is allegedly changed into 
Christ and this becomes the object of worship.  Do we 
not owe it to Christ to be separate from such evils 
which grossly offend the Christ who offered 
Himself once for us?  

Indeed, I go further: should we ever at any 
time place ourselves under the ministry of 
a Roman Catholic priest who claims power 
over the souls of men, to forgive sin and 
to offer our Lord upon his altar?  Does the 
Scripture not command us not to be entangled 
with the yoke of bondage and declare those 
who preach another gospel as accursed? 
Bishop Ryle as an evangelical 
within a denomination which 
was moving rapidly in the 
direction of Anglo-
Catholicism was 
aware that his 
views were 

unpopular in the fashionable circles of Victorian England. 
He noted, “It is fashionable in some quarters to deny that 
there is any such thing as certainty about religious truth, or 
any opinions for which it is worthwhile to be burned. It is 
fashionable in other quarters to leave out all the unpleasant 
things in history. Last but not least it is thought very bad taste 
in many quarters to say anything which throws discredit on 
the Church of Rome.” 

We live in similar days.  Many today, rather than sacrifice their 
reputation, willingly expose themselves to the blasphemy of 
the mass.  Where are the men and women who would rather 
burn than cause offence to Christ and deny the gospel of 
grace?  The Christian is a cross bearer who walks with 
Christ through persecution and bears His reproach 
without the camp.

⁞⁞ Rev Peter McIntyre minister of Clogher 
Valley Free Presbyterian Church.
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cASTleWellAn 2018 training WeekenD

On the first weekend in May 2018, the Youth Council 
ran its third annual Castlewellan weekend. With 

a group of over 70 young people we enjoyed a blessed and 
refreshing time of fellowship and recreational activities. The 
aim of this annual event is to bring together young people 
from our youth fellowships, to encourage and challenge them, 
whilst establishing Christian friendships which we trust will 
strengthen their walk with God. Our itinerary included, regular 
times of meeting together for worship, various team building 
events and games, a campfire with testimonies and singing, 
a missionary challenge meeting sampling some Kenyan food, 
worshipping in a local Free Presbyterian church, free time 
in Newcastle and lots of singing. Personally, it was a delight 
for me to witness the godly conduct of the young people. We 
return thanks unto the Lord for giving us another generation 
who desire to live for Christ and His glory. 

The Youth Council training weekend has been an 
annual event for over two decades. It is a busy weekend 

with approximately nine lectures over a 12-hour period on 
Saturday. In recent years we have been studying the theology 
of evangelism. This year the main topic was the resurrection 
of Christ - a fundamental fact that every witness of Christ 
must be clear on. There was no doctrine that the disciples 
preached more on in the book of Acts than the resurrection of 
the Saviour. To conclude the Saturday, we had a display of old 
Bibles to trace the history of how this wonderful book is now 
in our native English language, courtesy of Mr. I Moore and 
presented by Rev. P McIntyre. Consider joining us on the last 
weekend of March 2019 for this event to help equip yourself to 
serve the Lord wherever He places you. 

Saturday 11th August, 10am - 1pm 
Meeting at Beulah Bookshop

Newcastle airshow outreach

Youth council
events

Saturday 1st September, 10am 
Meeting at creation trailer in Lansdowne Car Park 

Portrush airwaves outreach

Thursday 12th July, 11.30am - Open Air 
1.30pm - Tract Distribution (Meeting at Castlederg FPC)

FermaNagh twelFth outreach

Thursday 12th July, 10am 
Meeting at Beulah Bookshop

Newcastle twelFth outreach

Saturday 14th July, 10am
Assembling at Ramore Head Car Park at 6.15pm for  
March of Witness. Open Air commences at 7.00pm
Location: Amphitheatre, Portrush
Preacher: Mr Andrew Fitton

Portrush oPeN air

Friday 14th September, 8pm
Ballymena FPC. 
Preacher: Rev John Greer

NatioNal Youth couNcil rallY

Monday 17th September, 8pm
Omagh FPC

Next Delegates meetiNg

⁞⁞ Rev David Brown, Youth Council President 



Many years ago, in Sweden, 
a party of visitors were 
invited to meet the king’s 

daughter. One lady asked the princess 
if she would allow them to see the royal 
jewels. The princess readily agreed but 
imagine the visitor’s surprise when 
two children were presented to her. 
The princess viewed her children as 
her most precious jewels. The scripture 
calls children, “the heritage of the 
Lord” (Psalm 127:3). Good parents 
treasure their children and want only 
what is best for them. As Christians 
that means we will seek to train them 
up in the way that they should go so 
that when they are old, they will not 
depart from it (Proverbs 22:6). 

Three of the gospels record the 
bringing of little children to the Lord 
Jesus that He, “should put His hands on 
them, and pray.” The fair assumption is 
made that among those who brought 
the children were many mothers. It 
was a highly commendable thing to 
do and the Lord Jesus welcomed the 
children and laid His hands on them. In 
seeking the best for our children, let us 
follow the example of these mothers.

We need to bring our children 
prayerfully to the Lord Jesus. From 
the moment that we know a child is 
to come into our home, we should 
be in prayer for that little one. As we 
marvel at their arrival and follow their 
development, we should be in prayer. 
The children brought to the Lord 
Jesus were “little children” (Matthew 
19:13) but age is immaterial.  We 
cannot wrap our children in cotton 
wool and keep them cossetted at home 
but as they step out into the world we 
can surround them in prayer. Job’s 
children were not “little” but Job was 
very conscious of their spiritual needs 
and so he “rose up early in the morning 
and offered burnt offerings according 

to the number of them all… thus did 
Job continually.” (Job 1:5) We should 
not only pray for our children but pray 
with them. If prayer means little to us, 
then how can we expect our children 
to value it?

We need to bring our children 
physically to the Lord Jesus. How good 
it is to see families together on the 
Lord’s Day in the Lord’s House. As the 
metric version of Psalm 122 words 
it, “I joyed when to the house of God, 
Go up, they said to me”.  Our children 
pick up on our feelings and if attending 
God’s House is a chore to us then it will 
be more so to them. These mothers 
were excited at bringing their infants 
to the Lord Jesus. Are we?

We can expect opposition when we 
seek to bring our children to Christ.  The 
hymn writer worded it thus, “The stern 
disciples drove them back and bade 
them depart”. Opposition to seeking 
spiritual blessing for our children can 
come from many quarters but how sad 
when it is from a fellow believer! The 
immorality of the age bombards our 
children from their earliest days. The 
Lord can protect them, but we must 
be prepared to stand firm and listen 
as the Lord encourages us to bring our 
children to Him. Take an active part in 
all that your children do and be alert to 
the subtle dangers which assail them. 

The mothers were rewarded when 
Jesus laid His hands on their children 
and blessed them. What a contrast 
with the parents who just a short time 
later shouted for the crucifixion of the 
Lord Jesus, saying, “His blood be on us 
and on our children.”

⁞⁞ Olive Maxwell lived and worked as a 
missionary in Cork for over twenty years. She is 
married to Colin, who serves with the Mission 
Board, mostly in the Republic of Ireland.

A Word To Women
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FRom the moment 
that we know a 
chiLd is to come 
into ouR home, 
we shouLd be 
in pRayeR FoR 
that LittLe one. 
as we maRveL at 
theiR aRRivaL 
and FoLLow theiR 
deveLopment, 
we shouLd be in 
pRayeR.

“moTherS of SAlem” 
mATTheW 19:13-15
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⁞⁞ Dr Ian Brown is the Minister of 
Martyrs’ Memorial Free Presbyterian 
Church and Clerk of Presbytery. 

from The
clerk’s Desk

neWS from The 
clerk of Presbytery 

When Leo X, the pope in 1517, needed funds to 
complete the building of St. Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome, he set up an arrangement that essentially sold 
indulgence franchises.  To encourage indulgence sales, one 
of the franchisees, Albert, Bishop of Brandenburg, advertised 
that his indulgences, issued by the pope, came with a complete 
remission of sins, allowing escape from all of the pains of 
purgatory.  His chief salesman was the Dominican friar 
Johann Tetzel.  It was Tetzel’s activities with indulgences that 
prompted Martin Luther to produce his 95 Theses, providing 
the spark that ignited the Protestant Reformation.  Luther 
challenged the right of a pope to grant pardons on God’s 
behalf and questioned: “If the pope does have the power to 
release anyone from purgatory, why in the name of love does 
he not abolish purgatory by letting everyone out?”

An article that appeared in the Irish Times on Friday 25 May 
2018 confirms that Rome’s position on indulgences has not 

altered after 500 years. Patsy McGarry writes, “Pope Francis 
will grant a plenary indulgence to those who take part in 
World Meeting of Families events in Dublin” this August.  
“Those who receive such an indulgence would, according 
to Catholic doctrine, be free of the consequences of sin 
and, should they die in such a state, would enjoy eternal 
life.  To attain a plenary indulgence Catholics must also 
attend confession, receive communion, pray for the Pope’s 
intentions and have a heart free of sin.” He also notes, “A 
partial indulgence will be available to those unable to be 
in Dublin for the meeting but who follow it on radio and 
television.”

By persisting in peddling this old scam, Rome continues 
to direct its adherents away from the finality of Christ’s 
sacrifice to the futility of their own good works – a tragic 
pursuit that is well summarised by the words of Jonah 2:8, 
“They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.”

  peddlIng An old ScAm 
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When  Jorge Mario Bergoglio accepted the responsibility of 
leading the Roman Catholic Church as its newly elected 

pope (Francis I), he assumed an office that comes with eight 
official titles.  These include, “Vicar of Jesus Christ” (a title that 
asserts his political headship of the universal church) and, “Supreme 
Pontiff of the Universal Church” (an assertion of his “juridical and 
communicative status”). Both titles are simply hierarchical jargon 
designed to validate the pope’s claim to be the ‘number one guy’ in 
the church. 

Each of the eight titles are at variance with Scripture, arrogant and 
spurious, because they usurp roles that properly belong to the 
Trinity. 

The position of the Reformers and of a Protestantism that accurately 
reflects Scripture on the office of the Roman Pontiff is plainly stated 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 25, Section VI, 
“There is no other head of the Church but the Lord Jesus Christ: 
nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that 
Antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition, that exalteth himself 
in the Church against Christ, and all that is called God.”

As a chief exponent of Vatican II, the teachings of Francis reflect 
the fudge that is the deliberate hallmark of that council. While he 
uses language similar to the evangelical Christian, the meaning he 
intends is vastly different. 

To him, “conversion” does not mean turning away from sin to grace, 
from judgment to pardon, from a state of reprobation to being saved, 
but simply means coming closer to Christ on the assumption that 
everyone is already in the sphere of His saving grace, though at 
different distances. In Francis’ vocabulary, “mission” does not mean 
going out in the world to proclaim the gospel of salvation in Jesus; for 
him the whole of humankind is already “in” a state of grace:  mission 
is the task of calling people to engage it deeper, not to call them “in.” 

Leonardo De Chirico does well to warn: “Evangelicals have to 
do their homework in order to go beyond the surface of mere 
phonetics in order to grasp the profoundly different theological 
vision underpinning Francis’ language. They may find it surprising 
how far Francis is from the standard evangelical understanding of 
the biblical Gospel.”

Evidently the Protestant church leaders who decided to write a 
welcome note to the pope last December – Presbyterian Moderator 
Dr Noble McNeely, Church of Ireland Primate Archbishop Richard 
Clarke, Methodist President Dr Laurence Graham, and the President 
of the Irish Council of Churches Bishop John McDowell – either failed 
to “do their homework” or have no desire to reveal its inevitable 
results. To welcome him, without any hint of qualification or 
warning, to propagate his grievous errors among us is a dereliction 
of duty and gives us an accurate gauge on the level of apostasy in our 
major denominations.

Much of Ireland imagines they have joined 
the ranks of the liberated as a result of the 

demolition of its constitutional protection for the 
unborn. It does not seem to care that by the same 
action it has effectively delivered a death sentence on 
a significant percentage of its potential population.

Actions of this nature are the inevitable consequence 
of secularisation. As belief in God and awareness of His 
Word declines, so does resistance to abortion laws. It’s 
a matter of anthropology: when man believes himself 
to be a random event instead of a purposeful creation, 
he will inevitably draw the same conclusion about 
those both within him and around him. This will then 
enable him to weigh lives on utilitarian scales and so 
make distinctions about their respective value. 

The Bible makes it plain that God considers even the 
deliberate abandonment of one’s child as an extreme 
example of heartlessness (Isaiah 49:15); and does 
not distinguish between the value of the child in the 
womb and the child who has made it into the world, 
using exactly the same word to describe both (Luke 
1:41&44; Luke 18:15). 

We are obliged to show compassion and offer care 
to the small percentage of women who are caught 
in extreme circumstances, though while the ‘Yes’ 
campaign centred its focus on those emotive margins 
to gain its advantage, it is extremely disingenuous and 
dangerous to ignore the fact that the overwhelming 
majority of women who have presented themselves 
for abortion have done so for socio-economic reasons.

The result of this referendum is a terrible outcome 
for everyone. People who have celebrated this event 
with the kind of enthusiasm that is more typical of a 
pop concert may not even realise the extent of what 
they have done; declaring their freedom even as they 
are delivered into the chains of their own judgment. 
When men sin with abandonment, God gives them 
over to sin that they may be consumed by it. They 
pour the drink into the glass with gladness, but do not 
yet realise that they will be made to drink it with grief, 
every last drop.

Which is why the majority in County Donegal, plus 
the minority across the rest of the Republic of Ireland, 
who voted to preserve the lives of both mother and 
child, deserve our humble thanks – and all the efforts 
of those who are now determined to extend the 
stretch of the killing fields to Northern Ireland should 
be implacably resisted.

  
ApoSTAcy In mAJor denomInATIonS 

  
referendum on AborTIon



The problem of drug use 
in Northern Ireland has 
become an increasing 

concern. A decade ago it would have 
been comparatively easy to name the 
main substances being abused here 
- Cannabis, Ecstasy, Cocaine, Heroin, 
LSD (Lysergic Acid Diethylamide) and 
Amphetamine Sulphate. This is no 
longer the case. 

Today’s local drugs scene is very 
different. There is a vast array of 
drugs now available in our country. 
Substances such as: Mephedrone, Crack 
Cocaine, New Psychoactive Substances, 
Ketamine, Meth Amphetamine and 
DMT (Dimethyltryptamine) now join 
an extensive list of illicit substances 
along with those previously mentioned. 
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The 
Drugs 
Problem 

InveSTIgATIng The ISSueS



The problem has been compounded by 
an increase in prescribed medication 
being abused on both a local and national 
level. It would be remiss not to mention 
alcohol and tobacco whenever we 
consider mind-altering, mood-changing 
substances. Although legal, both types 
have devastating consequences on 
individuals and families.

Why have we witnessed such an 
increase? Who or what is behind it 
all? It is stating the obvious to say that 
drugs are big business! Scripture warns 
us, “the love of money is the root of all 
evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). The prospect of 
a substantial prison sentence is viewed 
as a risk worth taking to those who are 
involved in the unscrupulous world of 
supplying drugs. 

However, behind the lucrative drugs 
trade there is a greater force at work. 
Writing to the church at Corinth Paul 
said, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid 
to them that are lost: In whom the god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.” 
The devil’s aim is for men and women 
to remain blinded and lost in the 
darkness of their sin. Music and drugs 
are two powerful tools Satan employs 
to achieve that goal. Drugs alter and 
change the way the mind works.  

The word “witchcraft” (Galatians 
5:20), comes from the Greek root word 
pharmakeus which literally means, 
“drug, spell-giving potion or poisoner.” 
The Holy Spirit reveals to us the 
inextricable link between drugs and 
the devil. Witchcraft and mind-altering 
substances go hand in hand. Drugs such 
as LSD and DMT alter our perception of 
sight and sound in a way that God never 
intended man to experience.

The consequences of drug taking 
are many and far-reaching. Lives are 
destroyed, and families are torn apart. 
Sadly, many parents know only too 
well what it means to lose a night’s 
sleep due to worry over a wayward 
child who is using drugs.

Drug use oftentimes leads to addiction. 
For the addict it was never meant to be 
that way. No-one sets out to ruin their 
life through addiction. However, “The 
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy” (John 10:10). Satan 
is a master of deception and knows how 
to lure young people into the web of 
addiction. 

There are physical and psychological 
aspect of drug dependency.

The U.S. Supreme Court aptly described 
the life of an addict when it noted, “Boils 
and abscesses plague the skin; gnawing 
pain racks the body. Nerves snap; 
vicious twitching develops. Imaginary 
and fantastic fears blight the mind, and 
sometimes complete insanity results. 
Often times, too, death comes – much 
too early in life… Such is the torment of 
being a drug addict; such is the plague 
of being one of the walking dead!”

Drugs can affect a person in various 
ways: physically, psychologically, 
emotionally, socially, legally, and 
financially. However, drug addiction 
does not just affect the body and the 
mind, it affects the soul. The greatest 
consequence of addiction is spiritual. 

A familiar phrase is, “Once an addict 
always an addict.” Humanly speaking, 
man is unable to solve the drugs 
dilemma. This is because man fails 
to address the core issue - the real 
problem. The heart of the problem 
is the problem of the heart. “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? 
I the LORD search the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according 
to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). 
Drug addiction is ultimately a spiritual 
problem and therefore needs a spiritual 
remedy. The answer to addiction is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is only by saving 
faith in the Son of God that a person will 
truly know victorious freedom from the 
chains of addiction.

The Lord Jesus Christ is able to set men 
free from the penalty and power of 

their sin – including drug addiction. “If 
the Son therefore, shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).

John 5 records details of the man who 
lay at the Pool of Bethesda. For thirty-
eight years he lived without being 
healed. When asked by the Saviour if he 
wanted to be made whole, he replied, 
“Sir, I have no man” (John 5:7). He had 
no health, no hope and no help. In many 
ways the impotent man is a picture of 
the addict who lives without hope. It is 
the mission of the church to preach the 
gospel and bear testimony to the real 
hope there is in Christ. We hold the 
answer in our hands - the Word of God. 
May the Lord grant us the concern, 
compassion and commitment to reach 
out to those who are living without 
God and without hope all around us. 
“Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of 
the poor, he also shall cry himself, but 
shall not be heard” (Proverbs 21:13).

⁞⁞ Mr Chris Killen, missionary to the addicted.
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mISSIonAry vISIon

Mr chris killen mr roberT mcconnell

updATeS

At the end of April, I held an “Answer to Addiction” 
meeting in Oakfield Community Centre, 

Carrickfergus. It was very encouraging to see a good number 
of locals in attendance and we thank the Lord for bringing 
them in. Rev Stephen McCrea and I conducted door to door 
outreach prior to the meeting and we were well received in 
the community. We plan to continue doing outreach in the 
local estates in Carrickfergus over the summer months and 
would value your prayers for the Lord to go before us.

I am currently in the process of collating all the 
materials for the summer season and would value 

your prayers that I will know the guiding hand of God 
in all the preparation work. This year, God willing, I will 
be conducting meetings in association with our Ballymena, 
Ballygowan, Garvagh, Aghalee, John Knox, Larne and Comber 
congregations. I will also help in the United Children’s Camp 
at Rathmore House in Larne.  Please pray that God will move 
in the hearts and lives of the children in attendance.

Above: Mr C Killen addressing a drug awareness meeting in Oakfield 
Community Centre, Carrickfergus

Above: Mr R McConnell conducting an open-air children’s meeting

chrISTInA logAn noel ShIeldS

As a prospective candidate for full-time children’s 
work under the Mission Board, I have had the 

privilege of attending many of our local congregations 
for deputation meetings.  
I have been able to share with 
fellow believers the work I 
hope to be undertaking for 
the Lord among the boys and 
girls. I would like to thank all 
those who have supported me 
and this work thus far, and I 
would covet your continued 
support as I embark on further 
deputation meetings.

Furthermore, I would covet your prayers as I begin to 
prepare for several Bible Clubs that I have been asked to 
speak at during the summer and autumn seasons. Please 
pray that these missions and outreaches will be blessed by 
God, and that many boys and girls will know their need of a 
Saviour and come to salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ.

I continue to sow the gospel seed as the Lord gives me 
opportunities. Over the summer I will be speaking at 

a number of children’s missions and holiday Bible clubs in 
our churches. God willing, I will be working in Portadown, 
Annalong, Cookstown, Tandragee, Newtownabbey, Gilford 
and Castlederg. I am looking forward to bringing the gospel 
to the boys and girls. Please pray that the Lord, through the 
ministry will draw many souls to Himself.

Above: Mr N Shields ministering to boys and girls in Annalong
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colIn mAxWell

I have just entered my 10th 
year of itinerant ministry. 

The little camper van will 
serve me well again this 
summer as I return to some 
of the old sowing grounds 
visited in previous years. 
This evangelistic effort will 
include preaching regularly 
on O’Connell Street in Dublin. 
The whole atmosphere will 
change when I travel to Knock. 
There is little secularism in 
this part of Co. Mayo with its 
huge Basilica dedicated to 
Marian worship. The camper 
van will be strategically 
parked and opened up with its 
literature display attracting 
many pilgrims. I also plan to 
go to Galway during the horse 
racing week.

Above: Mr C Maxwell street preaching in Dublin

Joyce WAlSh

As l reflect on the work amongst the children it is with a deep 
sense of gratitude for all that Lord has enabled me to do.  

I can say with the Psalmist, “The Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad” (Psalm 126:3). The work in the schools continues 
to be a great avenue to reach the boys and girls with the gospel.  When 
the meetings are held during the school day, I have opportunity to reach 
the entire school. In some schools we are reaching children who do not 
attend any Sunday School or children’s meeting.  The summer months 
will be busy with Holiday Bible Clubs, outdoor meetings and teaching 
at the United Children’s Camp. Thank you to all who support the work 
prayerfully and financially. Your faithfulness is very much appreciated.

Above: Young people at the United Children’s Camp

JonAThAn SmITh

During the past months I have had many 
opportunities to minister in school assemblies, 

scripture unions and various school classes. God 
willing, this summer I will be helping to lead the Youth 
Council outreach connected with the Londonderry 
congregation. Please pray for the young people who will 
serve on this week of outreach amongst children and young 
people. Additionally, I will be helping with local evangelism 
amongst children and teenagers in Northern Ireland in 
various congregations.

Above: Mr J Smith addressing school children

unITed
chilDren’s caMP

2018 marks the 5th annual United Children’s 
Camp which is run under the auspices of the 
Free Presbyterian Church Mission Board.  
The camp commenced in the summer of 2013 
and was held in the YMCA Centre in Newcastle, 
Co. Down.  Last year we moved the location to 
Larne where it will be held again this year from 
Monday 30th July to Friday 3rd August.  During 
the week the campers, enjoy many activities 
including, camp Olympics, swimming, outings, 
crafts, assault course, sports workshops, dorm 
devotional time with their leaders, a daily Bible 
meeting and a daily missionary meeting.  The 
theme of our Bible meeting this year will be 
the life of Daniel.  We have forty-eight children 
registered to attend and eight workers, giving 
us a busy camp with 56 people in total.  Please 
pray that the unsaved children will come to know 
Christ as their Saviour and that those who are 
saved will grow in grace as they are taught the 
Scriptures. Please also pray for the leaders.



mISSIonAry vISIon

22

Rev. David Brown, President of the 
Youth Council, and I travelled to 
Uganda to visit emmanuel Christian 

School and Mission Station and speak at a 
Pastor’s Conference. Initially we stayed at the 
School, conducting the Sunday Services, Sunday 
School, School Assemblies, prayer meetings, 
and staff and boarders’ Bible studies. One of the 
greatest blessings was to see six children profess 
faith in Christ as Saviour.

We travelled over three hours to the conference 
which was conducted from 18th April to 21st April.  
A total of 387 were registered.  Some travelled 
a considerable distance, including those from 
other African countries.  The messages were well received 
and the feedback encouraging.  

Life for our missionaries on the field is busy and varied.  Not 
only is there the main task of presenting Christ in the gospel, 
but there are numerous other responsibilities.  Andy Foster is 
busy with maintenance and building work, especially getting 
his new apartment ready prior to his wedding in August.  
Noreen, as the school principal, has multiple administration 

tasks.  She is a mother figure to the pupils and 
has many responsibilities in looking after their 
spiritual, physical and material well-being.  
Stephen and Ruth Miller arrived back on the 
field just two days before my departure and are 
settling back into the work of God.

Two weeks prior to this visit I travelled out to 
Uganda, by request, for the funeral of Faridah, the 
wife of Douglas, who died as a result of a traffic 
accident.  Douglas has been a great assistance 
to our Mission Board, helping with the purchase 
of the school property. Our missionaries are 
to be commended for their compassion and 
love.  Douglas deeply appreciates the assistance 

given by the Mission Board and Free Presbyterian Church 
in helping with medical and funeral bills. Please pray 
for him and his extended family in their bereavement.  I 
am also deeply indebted to Hugh McClenaghan from my 
congregation in Ballymoney who travelled to Uganda with 
me for the funeral of Faridah.

⁞⁞ Rev David Park, minister of Ballymoney Free Presbyterian Church 
and chairman of Missionary Council. 

mISSIon boArd SecreTAry 
reporTS on ugAndA

Above: Rev D Brown preaching at the Pastors’ conference, Uganda
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Office: 
Mrs Glenda Graham, 
3 Carrigenagh Road, 
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE
T: 028 4176 5574   
office@fpcmission.org

Secretary:  
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street, 
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T: 028 2766 2039
hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Chairman: 
Rev Ian Harris, 
23a Moneydaragh Road, 
Annalong, BT34 4TY
T: 028 4376 8040
ian.harris@fpcmission.org

Treasurer:  
Mr Alastair Hamilton,
T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org

website: www.fpcmission.orgMISSION BOARD DeTAILS

AnnuAl mISSIonAry councIl
Missionary WeekenD

mAgherAbuoy houSe, 
porTruSh 
booking forms can be obtained from:
- Rev. David Park:revdavidpark@gmail.com
- Mr. John Dumigan: johngdumigan@hotmail.co.uk
- Your local Missionary Council representative, or
- www.fpcmission.org



dATeS for The dIAry

eNNISKILLeN, 
LOUGH eRNe CONVeNTION
Time:   Saturday, 8.00pm
   Sunday, 12 noon & 8.00pm
   Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speakers: Dr J Douglas, Rev D Erwin  

4th-12th

AUGUST

SePTeMBeR

DUNGANNON, 
LADIeS FeLLOWSHIP ANNUAL 
PRAISe SeRVICe
Time:  Monday, 8.00pm  
Speaker:  Mrs M Cameron
Supper Provided

17th

RASHARKIN, 
GOSPeL MISSION
Time:   Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speakers: Various

12th-16th 

NOVeMBeR

JULY  

UNITeD 
CHILDReN’S CAMP
Cost:  £130 
Contact:   Mission Board 

30th-3rd 

BALLYNAHINCH, 
HOLIDAY BIBLe CLUB 
(Ballynahinch High School)
Time:   Mon - Fri, 6.30pm
Speaker:  Christina Logan  

6th-10th

MAGHeRAFeLT, 50TH 
ANNIVeRSARY TeNT MISSION
(Mullaghboy Hill)
Time:   Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
   Sunday, 7.00pm
Speaker:  Dr W McCrea  

2nd-16th

CARRICKFeRGUS,
TeNT MISSION
(Top Road / Marshalltown Road)
Time:   Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
   Sunday, 3.00pm
Speaker:   Rev T Martin  

16th-30th

SANDOWN, ReVIVAL 
BIBLe CONFeReNCe
Time:  Thur, Fri, 8.00pm
  Sunday, 11:30am & 6:30pm
Speaker:  Dr J Douglas

20th-23rd

OMAGH, 
50TH ANNIVeRSARY MISSION
 Speaker:  Dr F Greenfield

21st-4th 

BALLYMeNA, 
ANNUAL BIBLe CONFeReNCe
Time:   Saturday, 7.30pm
   Sunday, 6.30pm
   Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speakers: Dr J Douglas, Rev C Mercer

6th-12th

OCTOBeR

OCTOBeR - NOVeMBeR

OMAGH, 
CHILDReN’S MISSION
Time:   Mon - Fri, 7.00pm
Speaker:   Christina Logan

1st-5th

SANDOWN, 
ANSWeRS IN GeNeSIS 
CONFeReNCe
Time:   Friday, 8.00pm
   Sunday, 11.30am & 6.30pm

23rd + 25th 


