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Editorial

I

sit down to write these lines on
the thirtieth anniversary of my
ordination to the ministry. I find
it nearly impossible to believe that
three decades have passed since that
evening when, almost overwhelmed
by the solemnity of it all, I made my
vows before God and His people. As
they say, a lot of water has flowed
under the bridge in the intervening
years. Poignantly, the hymn writer
pictures time as ‘an ever rolling
stream’.
In such circumstances, the danger
is that the inevitable process of
reflection becomes an entirely wistful
exercise – lamenting past failures and
bemoaning the loss of opportunities
and experiences that are never coming
back. And it is true, there will be regrets.
It is not difficult to appreciate the truth
that ‘we are unprofitable servants’; at
best, ‘we have done that which was our
duty to do.’ (Luke 17:10)

But this is only part of it, the lesser
part. Alongside our own shortcomings,
real or imagined, we must place the
faithfulness of a gracious God! Why, we
would have made absolute shipwreck,
were it not for His loving care, for
numerous fatherly chastisements and
timely interventions! Truly, ‘it is of
the LORD’S mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions
fail not.’ (Lamentations 3:22)
Let the thought of personal inadequacy
be tempered with the truth of Divine
fidelity. Let that enliven us for present
labours, and give us resolution for
future endeavours. For the challenges
of these times, we are not able – but He
is! And so, let not time make us slaves,
but students, understanding well
that, whatever our imperfections and
failings, ‘he abideth faithful’ (2 Timothy
2:13), and He will not forsake us.

⁞⁞ Timothy Nelson,
editor@fpvision.org

‘Lord, what is man,

that thou takest knowledge of him!’
Psalm 144:3

M

an, who is made a little
lower than the angels, is
a piece of dust enlivened
with the breath of God. He is but
a creature, and because of sin, a
condemned creature under sentence of
death. A dark background this, for the
question contained in the Psalmist’s
words: ‘Lord, what is man, that thou
takest knowledge of him! or the son
of man, that thou makest account of
him!’ (Psalm 144:3). Yet man, though
sinful and miserable, was not beyond
God’s notice. Such attention clearly
didn’t flow from any virtues of birth
or beauty, for he had none. Neither
had the Lord need of him to supply
some lack in Himself. ‘Can a man be
profitable unto God, as He that is wise
may be profitable unto himself? Is it
any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou
art righteous? or is it gain to him, that
thou makest thy ways perfect?’ (Job
22:2,3) What wonder even that after
the first sin of Adam, God didn’t cut
down the root of mankind and prevent
him continuing to bear the fruits of sin
and rebellion against Him!
Whatever regard the Lord shows, it
is the fruit of His own free grace and

the Saviour; having an inheritance
sovereign good pleasure. What grace
incorruptible and undefiled that
that His electing love passed by fallen
fades not away. Surely His regard for
angels and rested on sinful man! The
His people is far more than heart can
Father having purposed to save a
conceive or tongue express!
multitude that no man can number,
sent the Son of His eternal love as
Since the regard He has
their Redeemer, Mediator
for us is so amazing and
and Advocate. The great
The great
wonderful then we must
storehouses of grace were
storehouses
show our regard to Him and
opened and man, though
of grace
dead and buried in his grave
for Him by taking heed to
were opened
of his sin, is awakened and
His word, by remembering
and man,
brought from death unto life.
His day to keep it holy,
though dead
God becomes an everlasting
and by sanctifying His
and buried
in
his
grave
Father to him and he is put
great Name in our hearts
of his sin, is
among the children, being
by espousing His cause
awakened and
and the interests of His
made an heir of God and a
brought from
kingdom. O, to know that
joint heir with Jesus Christ.
death
unto
He who has measured the
Then finally to come in
life.
heavens with a span and
person to Mount Zion the
city of the living God, the
comprehended the dust
heavenly Jerusalem where
of the earth in a measure,
there is no need of the sun or moon
weighed the mountains in scales and
because the glory of the Lord lightens
hills in a balance, and takes the waters
it and the Lamb is the light thereof
of the ocean in the hollow of His hand,
(Revelation 21). What of the enjoyment
should take notice of unworthy man!
of an eternal day of glory where the Sun
of righteousness shall never set or be
⁞⁞ Rev Leslie Curran, Associate Editor, is the
eclipsed; the experience of possessing
Director of Let the Bible Speak radio ministry
eternal life in its fullness and knowing
in N Ireland, and a regular preacher on its
worldwide network of broadcasts.
eternal likeness and conformity to
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Vision

Change at the Helm
From the Editor

I

n 2012 The Presbytery
Publications Committee
took the decision to
establish
a
brand
new
denominational magazine. The
General Presbytery ratified my
appointment as Editor, and the
work began! The inaugural issue
of ‘Free Presbyterian Vision’ duly
appeared in January 2013. Now,
over five years later, it is time for
me to pass the reins to another.
But I cannot relinquish this role
– which has been, for me, both an
immense honour and a labour of
love – without paying heartfelt
tribute to those who have
provided invaluable assistance
throughout my tenure.
I am thankful to the members of
the Publications Committee, past
and present, for their confidence
in me and their commitment to
this project. Convenor Rev Ron
Johnstone has been a tower of
strength, a wise counsellor, and
an unflinching supporter.

I have been helped by willing
and able Associate Editors. Dr
Stephen Pollock and Revs Leslie
Curran and Garth Wilson have
done all I have asked of them and
more.

04

I am grateful to many gifted,
regular columnists including
Karen Murray, Alison Armstrong,
and, to the present, Olive
Maxwell and Robert McConnell.
Early on, George McConnell
supplied Mission Board material;
more recently, Rev Ian Harris
has taken care of this promptly
and conscientiously. Rev Brian
McClung coordinated input from
the Christian Schools, Rev Gordon
Ferguson supplied news from
the Whitefield College, and Rev
David Smith sent information on
the Mainland. I am also indebted
to those who have contributed
occasional articles and ensured
a steady stream of news items.
Many others have supplied
appropriate photographs. Thank
you, one and all.
Mr Colin McKee has been a most
effective Business Manager,
relieving me of any responsibility
for finance, subscriptions and

distribution. And I cannot speak
too highly of the wonderful
team at Pepper Collective, our
designers from day one. Stephen,
Jonny and Geoff, my point of
contact, have been unfailingly
skilful, helpful, considerate and –
with this technophobe – patient!

It would be remiss of me not
to thank you, the readers.
So many have taken time to
express appreciation and offer
encouragement, and I thank you
sincerely.
I am delighted that my very
good friend Rev Colin Mercer,
minister of Omagh congregation,
is to succeed me. Mr Mercer is, in
every way, the right choice, and I
wish him and ‘Free Presbyterian
Vision’ well.
⁞⁞ Timothy Nelson

It would be remiss of me not to thank
you, the readers. So many have taken
time to express appreciation and offer
encouragement, and I thank you sincerely.

The Publications Committee, and the Presbytery generally,
wish to express their deep appreciation to Rev Nelson for
his diligent and distinguished work as Editor during the
formative years of our ‘new’ official organ.

From the Presbytery Publications’ Committee

F

rom next issue, Free Presbyterian
Vision magazine, now in its sixth
year of publication, will have a
new Editor, Rev Colin Mercer.
Back in 2012, as we moved towards the
launch, Rev Timothy Nelson agreed to
serve as Editor for a few years to oversee
the commencement and consolidation of
the magazine. Some time ago, Mr Nelson
indicated his wish to step aside as Editor
and asked the Publications Committee
to consider a suitable replacement.
Characteristically, he consented to continue
in the post until a suitable candidate was
found.
After some months of prayer and careful
consideration
by
the
Publications
Committee – which included Rev Nelson
– members reconvened, and it was soon
apparent that, independently, the Lord had
laid one name upon our hearts, that of Rev
Colin Mercer. Time was given to Mr Mercer
for prayerful reflection. We were delighted
that the Lord directed him to accept the
post, subject to the consent of Presbytery,
which was duly granted. And so, at this time
of transition in the editorial team, we ask
our readers to pray for the new Editor and
all those who work with him.

The Publications Committee, and the
Presbytery generally, wish to express
their deep appreciation to Rev Nelson
for his diligent and distinguished work
as Editor during the formative years of
our ‘new’ official organ. He has, by God’s
grace, overseen the establishment of a
publication that has gained widespread
acceptance among members and friends
of our Church. And he has consistently
brought the truth of Scripture to bear on
the vital issues of the day, encouraging
godliness and exposing falsehood,
and keeping readers abreast of key
developments within the Church.
In his time as Editor, Rev Timothy Nelson
has lived up to his name. ‘Timothy’ signifies
‘God’s honour’. In his own contributions,
and in his oversight of the entire magazine,
it has been clear that he has sought to
honour Christ and His Word.
We thank him sincerely, and we pray that
God would use him mightily as he continues
to labour in various aspects of God’s work –
not least, as he assumes the role of Principal
in the Whitefield College of the Bible.
⁞⁞ Rev Ron Johnstone (Convenor)
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Investigating the Issues:

on

esurrecti
R
e
h
T
Why
Does It
Matter?

T

his time last year the BBC carried a
striking headline on its online news
service: “A quarter of people who
describe themselves as Christians in Great
Britain do not believe in the resurrection
of Jesus.” During February 2017, a telephone
survey solicited the religious views of over two
thousand members of the general public. Many
respondents denied the resurrection altogether;
others suggested that the biblical account should
not be taken literally in every part. Of those who
identified as “Christians”, a sizeable number
rejected the scriptural record, thus indicating
that, for them, the resurrection was not a vital
part of the Gospel.
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Such a position is not new. Leading churchmen

of various denominations have, for decades,
disputed the physical resurrection of Christ.
They are like the scribes and Pharisees of New
Testament times who denied that Christ died and
rose again. But the bodily resurrection of Christ
must not be viewed as something that can be
rejected without consequence. The apostle Paul
underscored how vital it is when he addressed
the Corinthians: “If Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain…ye are
yet in your sins.” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17). For
this reason, orthodox theologians have rightly
asserted that the resurrection is the cardinal
doctrine of our Christian religion. If Christ’s body
remains in the tomb in Jerusalem and our Lord is
reduced to dust, the Christian message is null and
void. The Saviour’s resurrection matters.

reliability of God’s word
The resurrection proves the absolute reliability of God’s
word. The Old Testament contains more promises and
prophecies concerning the resurrection than we often
realize. Almost from the beginning of time, God promised
a Saviour who would live, die and rise again for his people.
These divine promises are Christ centred. In Psalm 16:10 the
assurance is, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” According
to Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:31) these words
relate to Christ’s resurrection from the grave. Isaiah was just
as clear when he said that Christ would know humiliation,
grief, judgment, sorrow and would make His soul an offering
for sin by pouring out His soul unto death, but that He would
also see His seed and be satisfied and that He would divide
the spoil with the strong (Isaiah 53). In Acts 8:34, 35 Philip
confirmed that these words refer to the person and work
of Christ. God promised that Christ would rise. His Word is
reliable for, as Paul asserts in 1 Corinthians 15:4, “Christ rose
again the third day according to the scriptures.” If Christ had
not risen, God would have proved unfaithful to Him and
to His own Word, but such unfaithfulness can
never be true of God.

that had the power of death. He overcame him. He finished the
work that His Father gave Him to do for the redemption of His
people and to testify that it was accepted He was raised from
the dead. The resurrection is vital for our salvation. Without this
triumph there can be no justification for guilty sinners, for He
was delivered for our offences and raised for our justification
(Romans 4:24, 25). Christ, our surety has fully satisfied all of
God’s demands on behalf of His people and His victory and
sufficiency is attested by His resurrection. As far as God’s people
are concerned there is not one sin, not even part of one sin for
which satisfaction has not been made and therefore believers
in Christ are free from all condemnation. The risen Christ is the
exclusive, exalted and therefore effectual Saviour.

The present and future ministry of Christ

This leads to another reason why the resurrection matters:
it proves the present and future ministry of Christ.
Scripture asserts that Christ continues to be active for His
people. He gives gifts to His church. He prays for His saints.
He reigns and rules over all things. He abides with
His people as they fulfil His great commission.
He builds and sanctifies His church. None
of this would be possible without the
Christ,
resurrection. A dead Christ cannot pray,
deity of Christ
our surety
build or bless. The doctrine of Christ’s
The resurrection proves the perfect deity
has fully satisfied
session at His Father’s right hand is
of Christ. In Romans 1:4 Paul presents
all of God’s demands
meaningless if He did not rise from
the resurrection as an unassailable
on behalf of His
the dead. And there could be no hope
people and His victory
proof that Christ is truly God. It
of Him returning to earth in power
and sufficiency is
testifies that He is who He claimed to
and great glory, to take His people to
attested by His
be. During our Lord’s earthly ministry
Himself and be the Judge of all men,
resurrection.
He stated that, “He would destroy this
if He still lies in the tomb. The truth of
temple (a reference to his body) and in
Christ’s continual ministry unravels if the
three days raise it up again” (John 2:19).
resurrection never took place.
He confirmed that, “He had power to lay down
his life and power to take it up again.” (John 10:17, 18).
Denying the resurrection involves denying the entire person
Christ was speaking as the God-man. No mere human has
and work of Christ. Of course, if Christ did not rise from the
power over life and death. But Christ who is a unique person,
dead then there can be no hope of our resurrection. Borrowing
having a divine and human nature at the same time, is able
from nature and a scene from an Old Testament harvest, Paul
to raise Himself from death. Death could not hold the eternal
reminds us that “Christ is the first-fruits of them that sleep”
Son of God. His resurrection proves his deity.
(1 Corinthians 15:20, 23), signifying that since Christ rose
from the dead and entered glory, all those who are in union
victory of Christ for his people
with Him, will rise also and be with Him. His resurrection
The resurrection proves the victory of Christ for His people.
guarantees the resurrection unto life of all His people. This
Christ died as the substitute for sinners. He took the sins of
was the consoling message given to the Thessalonians, and it
His people and suffered in their place. His work on the cross
remains full of comfort for all of God’s people.
was a sacrificial and judicial work. He was paying the penalty
for our transgressions. His was an atoning sacrifice; simply yet
The resurrection of Christ was no conjuring trick with bones.
profoundly explained by the words of Romans 5 “Christ died
It was not imaginary or mythical. It was physical, literal and
for the ungodly.” Had He remained under the power of death:
in accordance with all the divine promises. The church does
death, sin, Satan, hell and the grave would have conquered Him
not serve a dead Christ. The church’s sole King and only Head
and we could have no Saviour. A dead Christ cannot save. Calvin
lives in the power of an endless life. He will one day return to
summarizes the dilemma, “For how could He, by dying have
this earth as the King of King and Lord of Lords. Then, at last,
freed us from death if He had Himself succumbed to death?
every eye shall see Him and every tongue shall confess that
How could He have acquired victory for us if He had failed in
Jesus lives and is Lord of all!
the struggle?” But Christ arose. Colossians 2:15 records the
note of victory when it records of Christ, “And having spoiled
principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.” By dying, Christ destroyed the devil

⁞⁞ Rev Colin Mercer is the minister of Omagh Free Presbyterian Church,
and the incoming Editor of Free Presbyterian Vision.
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News

Cloughmills Installation
M

r Brian Lorimer has
been ordained and
installed as minister of the
Cloughmills congregation.
Rev Noel Hughes (Interim
Moderator) conducted the
service, held in Ballymena,
with contributions from Mr
S Millar, Revs R Carscadden,
J Greer, J Beggs, L Curran and
Deputy Moderator Rev G Dane
who preached appropriately
from I Corinthians 16: 13.
Supper was provided by the
Cloughmills congregation.

Ordination in Bristol
M

r Maurice McCaughey,
who has pastored
the congregation in Bristol
for six years, has been
ordained to the ministry.
The service, attended by a
sizeable contingent from
N Ireland, was conducted
by Rev N Smyth. Also
participating were Pastor
P Mehrshahi and Revs W
Graham, D Smith and P Baker.
Moderator Rev Thomas
Murray preached with
evident help, and all enjoyed
the fellowship afterwards.
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News

New Elders For Randalstown

Samuel Reid (front first left), Jackie Boyd (second left)
and Jonathan Cahoon (second right) with participants

R

andalstown Free Presbyterian Church has marked
the installation and ordination of three new elders.
Messrs Samuel Reid, Jonathan Cahoon and Jackie Boyd join

existing elders Frew Rainey and Billy Curry. Rev G Goodes
presided and Revs J Beggs, L Curran, I Brown and the Moderator
Rev T Murray participated at the special service.

Free Presbyterian

Easter Convention
Martyrs’ Memorial Free Presbyterian Church
Friday 30th, 8:00pm
Youth & Missionary Rally
Speaker: Rev Patrick Baker (London)

30 March +
2 April 2018
th

nd

Monday 2nd, 3:30pm
Speaker: Rev Thomas Murray (Moderator)

Monday 2nd, 7:00pm
Speaker: Rev Gordon Dane (Deputy Moderator)
Special Singing and Reports

Children’s Club available during the services on Monday 2nd.
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⁞⁞ Compiled by
Robert McConnell

I’m sure you have all heard the nursery
rhyme “London Bridge is Falling Down.”
This children’s rhyme is a reminder of the
problems connected with the strength and
safety of London Bridge down through
the centuries. Early versions of this bridge
were made of timber and stone, several
of which had to be replaced because of
rot and cracks caused by the relentless
ebb and flow of the River Thames. Then
during the 1600’s the bridge was also
badly damaged by fire.
Today London Bridge is a modern,
strong, reliable structure. Yet, during the
building work, rumours spread that this
new bridge would never withstand five
lanes of heavy traffic. And so, prior to
its opening, the authorities brought all
the steamrollers they could find on to
the bridge, not to destroy it, but rather to
prove that it had the strength and ability
to withstand the weight of all the traffic
soon to use it.

qu

Perhaps you are wondering what all
this has got to do with the Bible. Well,
at the start of His earthly ministry the
Lord Jesus was led by the Spirit of God
out into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. Now although temptation
isn’t a sin in itself, it can lead to sin.
We need to ask the question, “Why
tempt the Saviour who, being God, could
never sin?” I believe that the Lord Jesus
went through temptation, not to reveal
some weakness, but rather to prove His
absolute strength and trustworthiness
as the Saviour of the world – just as all
those steamrollers were brought along
to show that London Bridge was strong
and reliable. Londoners quickly knew
they could now cross that bridge at any
time without the fear of collapse, injury
or death.
And so with the Saviour. He was tempted
not only to show how to deal with
temptation but to show us that He is

1. Identify the rivers.
2. Find the letters asked for in each answer
3. Rearrange them to find a man with a special
connection with the River Jordan

• 2 Kings 5:12 - A river in Damascus with seven letters (letters 1 & 3)
• Psalm 137:1 - Beside the rivers of this place the people sat down to weep (letters 1 & 7)
• Genesis 2:14 - The third of the great rivers flowing toward Assyria (letter 2)
• Deuteronomy 2:24 - A river that was passed over (letter 4)
• Judges 4:7- A river with a two word name (letters 4 & 9)
• 2nd Kings 5:10 - Naaman washed here seven times to get rid of his leprosy (letter 1)
• Exodus 7:19 - It was this land that had all its rivers turned into blood (letter 5)

Answer:

the

Name:
Address:
Church:
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t

“For we have not an high
priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin”
Hebrews 4:15

able to overcome all such temptation
and sin. What’s more, He is also
able to forgive all those who fall into
temptation and sin. Through His death
on the cross, by trusting in Him alone,
seeking His forgiveness we can be
cleansed and made whole in the eyes of
God. So the next time you sing “London
Bridge is Falling Down” think about
the Lord Jesus, His great strength, His
overcoming power and what he can do
for you as the Saviour of the world.

Prizes!

Are you 12 or under? Send your answer,
name, address and church to:
Rev Garth Wilson
Email: answer@fpvision.org
39 Millreagh Ave,, Dundonald,
Belfast, BT16 1TZ
£5 Winners last time:

»» Charlie Robinson »» Kyle Hamilton
(Dungannon)

(Ballynahinch)

»» Chloe Porter

»» Rhoda Shanks

»» Ryan Boyd

»» Andrew Dillon

»» Felicity Smith

»» Ruby Morrison

(Markethill)

(Tandragee)

(Merthyr Tydfil)

(Ballymena)
(Sandown)

(Mourne)

Even if you didn’t win this time, please
keep trying – maybe next time!

Youth Focus

⁞⁞ Compiled by
Rev Garth Wilson

The Ninety and Nine

May we ever have an interest in the individual and do all that we can to bring him to Christ.

T

he American evangelist D L Moody enlisted the
help of Ira Sankey as song leader and soloist at
his campaigns. They became a renowned duo and
travelled around preaching and singing the Gospel. Once,
on a train en route to Edinburgh, Mr Sankey picked up a
newspaper hoping to find some news from home.

As he searched its pages he came across a poem written by a
lady called Elizabeth Clephane describing the Lord’s interest
in one lost sheep, even though ninety and nine were safely
gathered in. He read the poem to Mr Moody but it seemed
that Moody hadn’t heard a word as he was too engrossed in
reading a letter. Undeterred, Sankey cut out the poem and
placed it into his manuscript book.
At a meeting on their second day in Edinburgh, Moody
preached on ‘The Good Shepherd’. As he finished, he turned
to his colleague and asked, “Have you an appropriate solo
with which to close?” Sankey couldn’t think of anything
other than the 23rd Psalm, but it had already been sung in
the meeting.

At that same moment, the words of the poem that he had
read on the train came to him. It was as if he was being told,
‘sing the hymn you found on the train’, but there was no
music. Yet Mr Sankey took the newspaper cutting out of his
manuscript book, placed it on the music stand on the organ,
and after lifting his heart to the Lord in prayer, put his hands
on the organ and struck the key of ‘A flat’ and began to sing.
Note by note the tune came, and the tune remains the same
even to this day.

The entire congregation was greatly moved and Mr Moody
especially was greatly challenged by it. He said to Mr Sankey,
“Where did you get that? I never heard the like of it before.”
Mr Sankey told him that it was the poem that he had read
out to him on the train but that he was too engrossed in his
correspondence to take note of it. The meeting was then
closed and “The Ninety and Nine” became a staple in many
future Gospel campaigns.

The hymn speaks to us of the Lord’s interest in the lost sheep
because He went out searching for it in the wilderness.
The Lord commissioned His disciples in Matthew 10:6,
“Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” May we
ever have an interest in the individual and do all that we
can to bring him to Christ! Charles Spurgeon said, “It were
worthwhile to preach every Sabbath for a million years, if
but one soul were brought in at last.”
There were ninety and nine that safely lay
In the shelter of the fold;
But one was out on the hills away,
Far off from the gates of gold.
Away on the mountains wild and bare;
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.

“Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine;
Are they not enough for Thee?”
But the Shepherd made answer: “This of Mine
Has wandered away from Me.
And although the road be rough and steep,
I go to the desert to find My sheep.
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⁞⁞ Rev Rev Garth Wilson

Workers

12

I

n our own denomination at present there are many
needs. Perhaps one of the greatest is the need for
more workers. There are vacant churches in our
province and on the mainland. On our mission fields as well,
especially in Africa just now, there is a great need for more
labourers. At such a time the words of Christ seem pertinent,
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few”.
More than ever we need to “Pray… therefore the Lord of the
harvest that he will send forth labourers into his harvest”.
However while there needs to be a praying, there must also
be a presenting, because all of God’s people need to present
their lives to the Lord and make themselves available for His
work. There needs to be that spirit of Isaiah, that willingness
to say, “Here am I, send me”. We must pray that the Lord will
send others, but we must also be willing to go ourselves. Are
you willing to go? Will you say, “Here am I, send me?”

forsake the things of this world! The little chorus says, ‘The
world behind me, the cross before me, no turning back, no
turning back.’

Consequence

As a result of the command and the conformity there is a
Consequence. For all those who obey the command to
surrender their lives and to conform to the image of Lord,
it will result in a living out of the will of God for your life.
Romans 12:2 affirms this, “that ye may prove what is that
good and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” The will of God
is never a burden, but always a blessing.

Maybe as you read this you know you are living outside
the will of God for your life. You don’t want to submit to
His will. Outside the will of God is not a place in which any
believer should be content to live. There is no pleasure or
peace outside God’s will. David Livingstone said, “I’d rather
be in the heart of Africa in the will of God than on the throne
One of the clearest challenges to give our lives to the
of England out of the will of God”. Are you in the place God
Lord is found in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore,
wants you to be, or are you rebelling against His will? Has
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
God challenged you about full time service in the past, either
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
to train for the ministry or the missionary work? You have
is your reasonable service.” Having dealt with the great
not obeyed that call and now you are living outside
doctrines of redemption, the apostle now applies
the will of God for your life. Perhaps you are busy
those doctrines and reminds his readers of
serving God in your local congregation. That
their duty to God based on the truth of all that
maybe God
is where you must start and prove yourself,
He has done.
is calling you to
but maybe God is calling you to go further
go further...The God
and to serve elsewhere. Don’t try to reason
Command
who calls you into His
out or work out every detail of the will of
work will supply your
This verse essentially is a Command. More
need as you
God. If He wants you in His service ‘full
than just a challenge, Paul here commands
do His work and
time’, simply step out in faith. The God who
the people of God to present their bodies to
His
will.
calls
you into His work will supply your need
the Lord, to offer their lives to the Lord. It is a
as you do His work and His will.
command with authority because it is based on
all that God in His mercy has done for His people.
Consider the great work of redemption wrought on Calvary.
Horatius Bonar said,
Surely as you consider God’s mercy in redemption, you will
‘Go labour on: spend and be spent
say with Isaac Watts, ‘Love so amazing, so divine, demands
Thy joy to do the Father’s will
my soul, my life, my all’.
It is the way the Master went:
Should not the servant tread it still?’
This is also a command with acceptability – the surrender of
our lives to God is acceptable to God. It pleases Him because
If the Lord has been speaking to your heart, then I encourage
when we surrender our lives, we glorify Him. It is also
you to seek out His will in the Word of God and in prayer.
acceptable because it is the very least that we should do. When
Speak to your minister and take counsel and advice from
the Lord commands His people to present their bodies, their
other Christians. Don’t miss out on the will of God for your
all to Him, He is not imposing an onerous burden upon them,
life but rather present your body, surrender your life wholly
rather it is their reasonable service. The word ‘reasonable’
to the Lord. God’s work still needs workers! Are you willing
means logical. It is entirely compatible with our Christian
to go wherever He would lead you?
service that we should surrender our lives to the Lord. We
should not hold back from giving ourselves, wholly, entirely to
C T Studd gave up a promising career in cricket to go as
the Lord because it is the very least that we ought to do.
missionary to China. He said, ‘Only one life, ‘twill soon be
past, only what’s done for Christ will last.’ He also said, ‘If
Conformity
Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be
There is also a Conformity spoken of, albeit in a negative
too great for me to make for Him.’
manner. The child of God is instructed in verse 2, “be not
conformed to this world but be transformed…” It is not
Only one life to give
possible for a child of God to present his life wholly to the Lord
I could never withhold it from God
and yet also be conformed to this world and its attractions.
Only one life to live
You can’t run after God and also run after the world, you must
I must not miss the ‘Well done!” of God.
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Training
Weekend
Portadown Faith Mission Centre
Date: 16th - 18th March 2018
Closing Date: 5th March Cost: £65

Castlewellan

Weekend
Date: Fri 4th - Mon 7th May 2018
Cost: £87 Age: 16-28

Spring Rallies

Summer
Outreaches

Youth
Council
Events

Greater Belfast &
North Down
Carrickfergus FPC, 9th March,
Rev S McCrea
Mid & South Down
Crossgar FPC, 9th March,
Rev G Dane

North West,
North & South Antrim
Ballymoney FPC, 9th March,
Rev D Park

West, Mid Ulster,
South West
Clogher Valley FPC, 9th March,
Rev P McIntyre
Isle of Man
outreach
Date: 10th-20th August,
Cost: £250
(10 places. Age: 18+)

Londonderry
Children’s outreach
Date: 21st-27th July
Cost: £119 (residential)
£48 (lunch & dinner only)
(8 places. Age: 16+)

Closing Date:
16 April. Residential
Costs subsidised by
Youth Council.
Event application forms
available to download
from fpcyouth.org

Whitefield College of the Bible
Entrance Examinations for prospective candidates for the Theological Course at the Whitefield College
for the year beginning September 2018 will take place on the following dates.

Monday 16th April		19:30		English Language
Tuesday 17th April		
19.30		
English Literature
th
Wednesday 18 April
19.30		History
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Candidates must report by 19.15 and are expected to provide their own writing paper. All candidates
should forward the Entrance Examination Fee of £20 (for each subject) before 26 March 2018 to:
Whitefield College of the Bible, 356 Ravenhill Road, Belfast, BT6 8GL . E: wcboffice@btconnect.com

A Word to Women
Elisabeth is an
example worthy of our
imitation. Life was by
no means always easy
for her, but through
it all she served the
Lord with joy.

E

lisabeth is an outstanding
Christian woman. Luke 1
reveals all we know of the one
who was chosen to be mother to the
forerunner of the Messiah. She was a
descendent of Aaron, and married to
a priest called Zacharias. They lived in
the hill country of Judah, probably in
Hebron, the city where the priests lived.

Elisabeth was a justified woman. Both
she and Zacharias are described as
being “righteous before God” (Luke
1:6). Elisabeth undoubtedly grew up
in a very ‘religious’ home, but there
was a time when she realised her
sinfulness and trusted the Lord for
salvation. Christ had not died on the
cross but Elisabeth looked forward in
faith to His substitutionary death. Like
Abraham, Elisabeth believed God and it
was counted unto her for righteousness
(Romans 4:3). As a justified woman the
Lord looked on Elisabeth as “blameless”
(Luke 1:6) because the righteousness of
Christ had been imputed to her.
Elisabeth was a sanctified woman.
We read that she walked in all the
commandments and ordinances of the
Lord (Luke 1:6). A changed heart meant
a changed life. Elisabeth was faithful in
her attendance at God’s house, and she
sought in all areas of her life to walk
according to God’s laws. The work of
sanctification was evident as she grew
more like her Saviour.

Elisabeth was a praying woman. She
had prayed that she might be blessed
with a son, but as age advanced she
may have felt the Lord had refused her.
As it happened, the Lord’s answer was,
“Wait”. Unlike Sarah, Elisabeth does not
seem to have been weak in faith. Prayer
is essential to our Christian walk and
we should not limit God by unbelief.
Elisabeth was a blessed woman. Joy
flooded her soul as she contemplated
holding her own child. John would be
a unique man of God, of whom Christ

said, “Verily I say unto you, Among them
that are born of women there hath not
risen a greater than John the Baptist”
(Matthew 11:11). It seems unlikely that
Elisabeth lived to see the martyrdom of
her son, saving her the grief that Mary
would experience.

Elisabeth was given the gift of prophecy.
In Elisabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy,
Gabriel appeared to Mary, her young
cousin. Mary was told that she would
have a Son by miraculous conception,
and that her child would be the Son
of the Highest, and would reign
forever. Instructed to visit Elisabeth,
Mary would have greatly benefited
from talking with her wise and godly
cousin. Even as Mary greeted Elisabeth,
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost
and poured forth praise, acknowledging
that Mary was, “the mother of my Lord”
(Luke 1:43). It could be said, as to Peter,
“flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven” (Matthew 16:17). Do we listen
for God’s voice when we read His word,
when we attend His house and when
we pray?

Elisabeth stood firm for the Lord even
when Zacharias’ faith stumbled. When
their child was born, and family and
friends gathered for his circumcision,
they assumed the boy would be named
after his father. Elisabeth made it clear
that the baby was to be called John.
Zacharias affirmed by writing, “His name
is John” (Luke 1:63). God immediately
restored his speech so that he could join
in the praise to Him and prophesy of
John and his future ministry.
Elisabeth is an example worthy of our
imitation. Life was by no means always
easy for her, but through it all she served
the Lord with joy.
⁞⁞ Olive Maxwell lived and worked in Cork
for over twenty years. She and husband Colin
continue to serve with the Mission Board,
mostly in the Republic of Ireland.
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Congregation Call:

Ballynahinch

B

allynahinch – from the Irish,
Baile na hinse, meaning ‘town
of the island’ – nestles in mid
Down. Traditionally a market town,
it lies on the main A24 Belfast to
Newcastle road, some fifteen miles
south of the capital.
Historically, Ballynahinch is associated
with a battle that occurred 220 years
ago. When, in 1798, the Society of
United Irishmen launched a rebellion in
Leinster, it quickly spread to Ulster. The
Society’s goal was to unite Catholics
and Protestants and make Ireland an
independent republic, and although
its membership was mainly Catholic,
many of its leaders and members in
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Ulster were Protestant. The famed
‘Battle of Ballynahinch’ began on 12
June 1798, when about 4000 United
Irishmen were besieged by the British
Army. The British bombarded the
town with cannon until the United
Irishmen retreated. Following this,
the British burnt sixty-three houses in
Ballynahinch and its hinterland. The
commander of the United Irishmen,
Henry Munro, was betrayed, captured
and executed shortly after. But it is
with another June event, just 40 years
ago, that our story begins.
Through the vision of George
Adams, the foundation for the Free
Presbyterian witness in Ballynahinch

was laid. Towards the end of 1976,
‘The Picture House’, a property in
Dromore Street, was purchased for
£8750. A committee was formed
under the chairmanship of Rev Stanley
Barnes, and included George Adams,
Carl Hunniford, Norman Gardner,
Tommy Poole, Winston Anderson,
Richard Dunlop and Billy McIlroy. The
committee was strengthened by the
addition of George Hutton (Crossgar)
and Charles Poots (Hillsborough).
Sadly, George Adams died in
October 1977 while engaged in the
refurbishment of the building. This
was a major blow, but God’s work
was not to be stopped. Through the

encouragement of Tommy Poole, the
work recommenced, and on 3rd June
1978 the church was constituted and
the building opened by then Moderator,
Dr Ian Paisley. Mr John Morrow was
placed as Student Minister by the
Presbytery in July 1978, with Rev
Barnes as Senior Minister. On 14th
November 1981, Mr Morrow was
ordained and installed as Minister.

The years that followed were times
of consolidation and no little growth.
Evangelistic efforts bore fruit, and
as the Lord continued to bless, souls
were saved. In due course, a series
of renovations and extensions were
carried out to improve facilities in and
around the church building.
After 18 years, Rev. Morrow ended
his ministry in Ballynahinch, working
initially as a full time chaplain in
HMP Maze and Maghaberry, and
then combining these duties with
ministry in Omagh congregation. And
so, in November 1997, Rev Trevor
Baxter (Dungannon) received a call
to Ballynahinch. He accepted and was
installed on 27th January 1998. Mr
Baxter laboured faithfully until his
retirement in September 2013, and the
subsequent vacancy was concluded
when the present minister Rev Timothy
Nelson, previously in Sixmilecross, was
installed in January 2016.

Incidentally, two former members of
the congregation are currently serving
in the Free Presbyterian ministry. Rev.
Paul Fitzsimons labours in Mullaglass

Session and Committee

and Rev Paul Hanna in Mount Merrion,
Belfast. Currently, Mr Stephen Nelson
is in his first year of study in the
Whitefield College of the Bible.

The congregation maintains the
regular programme of Lord’s Day and
weeknight meetings. These are well
supported by members and friends,
with visitors from the community
and beyond. A Tent Mission in early
summer last year was especially
effective in drawing in ‘strangers’.

opportunities to speak at assemblies
in two local Primary Schools and, more
recently, in the High School.

Reaching out is an important part
of the witness. A small but zealous
group of men engage in regular door
to door outreach. Last year, numbers
were swelled for special efforts when
Ballynahinch
hosted
traditional
parades on Easter Monday and ‘The
Twelfth’. In addition, monthly Sunday
afternoon services are held in three
local Nursing Homes, the Gospel being
presented simply in song and Word.

Children’s ministry occupies the
attention of a faithful and dedicated
A regular Sunday morning Bible
band of workers, with Sunday School
Class, a bi-weekly Young Adults’
and Wednesday evening meetings
meeting,
a
monthly
attracting
significant
Ladies’ Fellowship, a
numbers from without
Ballynahinch
monthly Men’s Prayer
the church family. A
may
be
a
small
Meeting, a fledgling Youth
highlight of the year is
place,
but
its
Fellowship (in abeyance
the Holiday Bible Club,
needs
are
great.
for some years) – all of
traditionally scheduled
Countless
these are maintained.
for the first week in
numbers of
Once again, it is only the
August. In recent years
men, women
able and enthusiastic
this has been located in
and children
participation of so many
the spacious premises of
are altogether
that makes such ministry
Ballynahinch High School,
un-churched,
possible. And the Session
with numbers attending
having no
continues to explore
into three figures last
real link with
other avenues of outreach
any effective
year. It is quite a venture,
witness for
in this anniversary year.
and it could not be
Christ
and
the
maintained without the
Gospel.
The 40th Anniversary
commitment of a large
will be marked, formally,
group of helpers. There
by a special weekend of
is usually a guest speaker,
services
over
1-3 June. Later, some
and this year we look forward to the
Whitefield
College
students will visit
visit of Christina Logan. Since arrival,
as part of their summer outreach
Mr Nelson has made contact with
programme. But the end is not yet.
local schools, and this has resulted in
The oversight and membership of the
congregation have a conviction that
there is so much more to do, so many
more to be reached. Ballynahinch may
be a small place, but its needs are great.
In a town of many churches, countless
numbers of men, women and children
are altogether un-churched, having
no real link with any effective witness
for Christ and the Gospel. It is ‘our
Jerusalem’, it is where we must begin,
where we must carry on, remembering
that there are no discharge papers for
those called to proclaim the way of
salvation to those who need to hear it
more than ever!
⁞⁞ Rev Timothy Nelson
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S e r v in g t h e

F

aced with Saul’s hatred, David was forced to flee his
homeland to Philistia. Although he had previously
killed Goliath, their talisman, the Philistines
embraced David, and gave him Ziklag. But after 16
months there, David became restless. He reorganized his
armies and defeated the Amalekites. News of his conquests
reached home and the captains of Benjamin, Gad and Dan
soon deserted Saul and recognized David as rightful king.
Some of these recruits were experts in the use of the bow,
others in the use of the sling. Some were swift as roes and
others had the faces of lions. All of their abilities were
required. David turned none away. And in the army of Christ
there is a place for every believer. “Now ye are the body of
Christ, and members in particular” (1 Corinthians 12:27).
Members of the body vary in size, structure and skills, but
all are vital. Every one of us can do something for the Lord!
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If the church is to go forward, it needs faithful attenders,
intercessors, givers, children’s workers, deacons – and it
needs elders, men to govern. As these men gave themselves
to David, will you give yourself to Christ?

CHARACTER

These were skilled men. They possessed great dexterity and
were skilled in the use of bows (v2). The men of Gad were
men of war and fit for battle (v8). They were skilled in the
use of every weapon. In fact we’re told that the Danites were
“expert in war” (v35).

We need to be experts in the strategies of Satan, and in the
sword of the Spirit. We need to know how to use the Word
of God. In 2 Timothy 2:15 the word rendered “study” carries
the sense of ‘diligence’. Timothy was to give maximum effort
to the study of God’s Word. Why? So that he might divide

it correctly. Before we can ever conquer the
world, we need to conquer the Word. At the age
of 80, Theodore Beza, Calvin’s successor, was
able to repeat all of Paul’s epistles – in Greek!
Cranmer, burned in 1555, was able to recite the
entire New Testament from memory.

If the soldier was not to be cut down in the
battle, he needed to spend hours perfecting his
swordsmanship. We need to spend time getting
to know the book and how to use it. Elders are
to guard and to comfort the flock. How can it
be done if they are not expert in the use of the
sword? You will have many duties, but you must
spend time in the book.
These were separated men. Previously,
they had given their loyalty to Saul; some
were captains in his army (v8, 14). However,
they left their families and their farms and
gave themselves to David. They separated
themselves from Saul unto David.

Every one
of us can do
something for
the Lord! If the
church is to
go forward, it
needs faithful
attenders,
intercessors,
givers,
children’s
workers,
deacons –
and it needs
elders, men
to govern. As
these men gave
themselves to
David, will you
give yourself
to Christ?

In this conflict there must be a separating from the
world, a coming outside of the camp of the enemies of Christ.
You cannot fight the enemy while you are fellowshipping
with the enemy. There must be a separating of ourselves
unto the Lord. During the American Civil War the North and
South wore distinct uniforms. A man caught between the
two armies decided to put on the trousers of the North and
the shirt of the South, but in the battle both sides fired on
him. You cannot have it both ways! That’s why our brethren
vowed to “oppose the great public vices of drinking, dancing,
and gambling”, and to “vigorously withstand apostasy”.
There must be a separating from the world and from those
who would attack this book or the Saviour.
These were submissive men. These recruits came from
many different tribes and territories (v38). However, they
formed an army of 120,000 men that kept rank. Rather than
going their own way and doing their own thing, they were
subject to David.

The army of Christ must be a body of disciplined men,
placing itself under the authority of Christ. Hebrews 13:17
teaches believers to place themselves under the authority of
the elders who are, in turn, under the authority of Christ. You
will have heard of Colonel George Custer. At the Battle of the
Little Bighorn, instead of waiting for reinforcements, Custer
did his own thing – ensuring one of the greatest defeats in
American military history. Zeal is important, but without
control it is dangerous. It leads to defeat. Our brethren vowed
“to yield submission and be in subjection to … brethren as is
taught in the Word of God”. As they are to be subjection to
their brethren, so you are to be in subjection to the Session.
Sometimes you will not understand its decisions, but as the
soldier must trust his superior, so you will have to learn to
trust your elders.

COMMITMENT
They were committed to David’s cause. The
sons of Gad had to cross the Jordan at the most
treacherous time to join with David (v15). They
were risking all to serve the king.

There must be a willingness to sacrifice all for
Christ. Paul was ready to give up everything
in which he had once gloried to follow Christ
(Philippians 3:8). God is not looking for
sentimental words but for sacrificial actions.
Are we willing for that?

They were committed to David’s company.
Amasai spoke for the Benjamites, declaring
peace towards David and peace towards his
servants (v18). As well as being at peace with
God’s Son, we need to be at peace with His
servants. Paul found in Thessalonica a love
among the believers, but he urged them to let it
increase, to let it “abound”, literally ‘overflow’.
Before battling with our foes, all battles with
our friends must end. Spurgeon said “when you
love Christ you love the very lowest of His people. Ay,
if Jesus had a dog, you would love that dog for Christ’s sake”.
We need to have a love for the Saviour and for all the saints.
Do you have it?

They were committed to David’s command. The roe was
remarkable for its swiftness and surefootedness on the
mountains (v8). As well as steadfastness we need swiftness
in the battle, a readiness to run for God and to obey His
directions.

CONFLICT

The clothing they received. In verse 18, the word “came” can
be rendered “clothed”. Clothing him, the Spirit of God gave him
strength and words to speak. The Holy Spirit comforts and
clothes the believer, enabling him to speak and to stand and to
supplicate. Believers have many duties, but He gives wisdom,
words to speak, and power.
The communion they received. The word “knit” (v17) means
‘be one’. Their hearts became as one. They were inseparable.
When we are in the service of Christ, we are knit to Him. In
the fiery furnace, Daniel’s friends saw the Lord. He was with
them. Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.

The caution they received. If their intentions were not noble,
the Lord would rebuke them (v17). Because He is a caring
God, He is a chastening God. When we serve Satan rather than
the Saviour, He will rebuke us. Are we willing to accept that,
and to rededicate ourselves to His service, wherever He sees
fit to use us? May God help us!

⁞⁞ This is an abridged version of a timely message preached with great
acceptance by the Moderator Rev Thomas Murray at the installation of
new elders in Sandown Road congregation at the end of 2017 – Editor.
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I

‘Read Any Good Books
Lately?’

’m tempted to put it still more pointedly: ‘Read any
books at all lately?’ Market research informs us that
reading books is on the decline, and that decline is
steeper still in relation to good books. Children, we are told,
have lost much of their passion for reading by the time they
reach their mid-teens. Publishers report smaller print runs,
booksellers lament decreasing sales, and librarians tell of
works withdrawn without having been borrowed even
once. And the advent of the Kindle and a variety of other
e-readers has not arrested the decline.
I bemoan this trend not simply because I have been a
‘bookworm’ as far back as I can remember – I admit it!
– but, more seriously, because I think it has significant
ramifications for Christians, and for the Church. Sound,
edifying literature has been a force for good throughout the
long history of the cause of Christ.
Perhaps you have heard the oft-repeated
account of a story that began with Richard
Sibbes. That godly Puritan published
‘The Bruised Reed’ in 1630, and saw
it used in the conversion of Richard
Baxter. His ‘Call to the Unconverted’
was instrumental in reaching Philip
Doddridge, who went on to pen ‘Rise
and Progress of Religion in the Soul’,
which, in turn, brought the truth to
the renowned William Wilberforce.
Subsequently, Wilberforce authored his
‘Practical View of Christianity’, which so
profoundly impacted Thomas Chalmers.
Amazing! Admittedly, it is not always
like this; but it is folly to deny
the worth of good, spiritual,
Christ-centred writing. I
can recall times when my
own soul was truly warmed,
not to say well taught and
thoroughly challenged, by
the words of some saint
from another age. I thank
God for all their labours!
And so, to engage with such
literature, will be to our
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personal benefit. We live at a time when so much that
passes for Christianity is pitifully shallow and almost devoid
of substance. How much more profound was the spiritual
experience of many of our forefathers! We may shout of our
progress in this field or that – and with some justification –
but do we know the Lord better than those who have gone
before? Familiarity with their writings will soon shatter
that illusion!
To read these volumes – and they need not be centuries old –
is surely to be strengthened in our understanding of Biblical
doctrine. Paul’s representation of those ‘tossed to and fro’
because of ignorance of the truth certainly finds fulfilment
in these times (Ephesians 4:14); and we are reaping the
harvest of this lack of knowledge. We would not be where
we are today if men had a firmer grasp of God’s truth!

No, I’m not suggesting that every believer
should rush out and purchase the
weightiest theological tome to be
found. (Though there are some
good, accessible examples out there!)
Begin where you can – perhaps with
the biographies of those who have
been much used by God. We can profit
immensely by acquaintance with the
lives of these worthies, and with the
times in which they lived and laboured.
You may have heard your minister
refer to Henry Cooke or C H Spurgeon or
Robert Murray M’Cheyne – but how much
do you really know of them, of their struggles
and successes, and of countless others
whose names may produce
a flicker of recognition but
nothing more? Well, the
information, instructive and
inspiring, is all there – in
books!
Believer, what a lot you are
missing by leaving those
covers unopened and those
pages unturned!

⁞⁞ Rev Timothy Nelson

Missionary Vision

James Hannington
Pioneer Missionary in Uganda

J

ames Hannington grew up in
the South of England. He was
from a wealthy family. He had
money, education, position, and
opportunity, but there came a
day when he gave it all up to be a
missionary in Uganda.

CONVERSION
Hannington was converted through
the letters of Rev E C Dawson, a
college friend. In his diary he summed
it up like this, ‘Dawson opened a
correspondence with me today which I
can only describe as delightful, it led to
my conversion’. The first qualification
for missionary work is to be converted!
The primary purpose of all missionary
work is to see others converted, as
the Great Commission says, ‘to make
disciples of all nations’.
Psalm 68:31 reminds us that ‘Ethiopia
shall soon stretch out her hands unto
God.’ Keep in mind that the kingdom
of Ethiopia in Bible times was much
larger than it is today. This is a great
promise for missionary work in East
Africa.

CALL
Hannington received extracts of letters
that missionaries in East Africa were
sending home. As he read these letters
the call of God began to sound louder
and louder in his heart. In 1882 the
news came of two missionaries who
had been murdered on the shores of
Lake Victoria. Immediately he offered
himself for service and was accepted.
The need for missionaries is still as
great as ever. The hymn writer said,
‘I can hear my Saviour calling’. If God
has called you to serve Him on the
mission field, you will never be happy,
regardless of what else you achieve,
unless you obey that call.

COUNTRY

In Uganda Hannington had to walk
almost everywhere; good water was
scarce; warrior tribes abounded;
and because of fever and dysentery,
he was often weak in body. This
gives some idea of ‘the hardness he
endured’ to bring the Gospel to the
Ugandan people. What is it that keeps
you back from being a missionary? Is

it the comforts of home? ‘The call of
God it is so clear, but friendships call
and home is dear’.

CHALLENGE

Killed by Ugandan nationals on 29th
October 1885, Hannington’s last words
were, ‘Go and tell Mwanga (the king) I
have purchased the road to Uganda with
my blood’. Such sacrifice has opened
Uganda today for the Gospel. Will we
do all we can to establish the Gospel
there while we have the opportunity?
Will you give your supplications, your
substance, yourself to further Christ’s
Kingdom in that land?
Hannington was consecrated the first
Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa. But
more important, he was consecrated
to the Lord’s work in Uganda. Are you
willing to make the same consecration
of your life? Ponder carefully the words
of King David, ‘And who then is willing
to consecrate his service this day unto
the LORD?’ (1 Chronicles 29:5).
⁞⁞ Rev David McMillan
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Missionary Vision

Pastors’ Conference in Uganda
transport was a little minivan kindly
provided by Pastor Joel Kamugisha.
Hungry and tired, we stopped in the
centre of Kampala for refreshments.
Pastor Joel said quite unexpectedly,
‘I’d like you (the Free Presbyterian
Church) to take over my churches.’ I
replied, ‘How many churches are you
talking about?’ He said, ‘Seventy!’

M

y first visit to Uganda,
with Eric Graham in
2015, tasked us with
looking at upgrading missionary
accommodation and preparing a
deputation video for deputation. Our

We intimated that we were seeking to
take over the running of one church
and Christian School, but, perhaps a
conference for pastors would provide a
little teaching and encouragement. He
wrote to the Board formally requesting
such a Conference. The Mission Board
asked me to preach, and requested the
assistance of Youth Council President,
Rev D Brown. We are due to conduct

these meetings and visit Emmanuel
Christian School and Mission Station
in April.

Pastor Joel wrote, ‘Dear Rev. David Park,
remember that we will have between
five hundred and six hundred...’ We
really don’t know what to expect, but
we will seek to present sound Biblical
teaching. The Conference will span
three days, with doctrinal subjects
each morning and practical matters in
the afternoons.

We are indebted to Miss Noreen McAfee
for her assistance at the Uganda
side. Please pray for the blessing of
God to attend the conference.

⁞⁞ Rev D Park

BALLYMONEY: 50th MISSIONARY WEEKEND

I

t would be impossible to recount
all the times of blessing that
have been experienced since Rev
Alan Cairns first organised these
meetings. The interest has never
diminished, with hundreds attending,
hundreds of thousands of pounds
being raised for missionary causes,
and many testifying to the challenge of
missionary work.

Friday night is always attended
by many Youth Fellowships and
Missionary Council members. Rev
Harris, Mission Board Chairman,
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brought greetings and led in prayer.
This year the emphasis was on Uganda,
with the Millers and Miss McAfee at
home, and also because Emmanuel
Christian School and Mission Station
is a new work needing adequate
funding. The missionaries give stirring
and challenging reports. Eric Graham
outlined the acquisition and funding
of the borehole. Andrew Park spoke
of the Play Park and IT Installation. A
PowerPoint on the Missionary Council
was shown, together with Philip
Knowles’ Deputation DVD. Dr Cairns
delivered the Word of God with power

and blessing. A special presentation
acknowledged his godly example and
influence. His messages are available
on SermonAudio.

We acknowledge God’s mercy in all
that has been accomplished.   We
rejoice in those sent forth from our
own congregation, and in our three
students presently studying in Bible
College. Thank you for your presence,
prayers, and financial support during
these five decades!

⁞⁞ Rev D Park

Noel Shields’
Commissioning Service

Introducing
Christina Logan

A

Commissioning Service has been held by
Mission Board for Noel Shields who is to
work under Presbytery as an Evangelist. Rev I
Harris welcomed everyone, especially friends and family
of Mr Shields, and Mr N Moody (Elder, Mullaglass) led in
prayer. Rev D McMillan made a presentation on behalf of
the Board. He spoke highly of Mr Shield’s previous work
under its care and assured him of prayers and support for
the future. Mr Shields thanked God for saving him and for
calling him, Rev McMillan for the presentation, and the
Mission Board for giving him this new opportunity. He
also thanked those who had prayerfully and financially
supported him in recent days. He asked for prayer as he
and his wife Joan set out together again in God’s service.

The Moderator Rev T Murray brought greetings from
Presbytery and preached powerfully from Luke 5: 1-11.
Mr Shields was duly commissioned to the work of an
Evangelist by prayer and the laying on of hands. Mr B
Stewart (Elder, Magherafelt) closed in prayer and gave
thanks for the supper which was enjoyed by all.
Please pray that God would use Mr Shields mightily. He is
due to conduct a Gospel Mission in Gibson’s Hill Mission
Hall, near Lurgan, 11th - 25th March.

I

came to know Christ as my Saviour at the age of nine.
The Lord directed me to the Whitefield College of the Bible,
and I began my studies there at the end of school. It was
at College that my interest in children’s work began. During
those two years my burden grew for the souls of boys and girls.
After College, I had the opportunity to visit the Lord’s work in
Liberia. I thoroughly enjoyed my time, especially working with
the children, and I learned a lot about serving in a foreign field.

However my burden for the children back in Northern Ireland
intensified. I knew that the Lord was wanting me to go into full
time service, but I was reluctant and afraid to take that step
of faith. The Lord, however, challenged me with the words of
Numbers 32.6: ‘Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit
here?’ And so I applied to be a full-time Children’s worker under
our Mission Board. I was accepted in December 2017.

Pray that the Lord would use me for His glory; that He would
open doors to serve Him in Churches, schools and communities;
that the Gospel would be spread amongst the boys and girls; and
that Christ would bring little souls unto Himself.
Rev Harris writes: Christina will be visiting all of our churches on
deputation. I ask you to give her your support. We pray that God
will use Christina to bring the message of salvation to multitudes of
young hearts within and without our congregations.

Sending Forth Service
MR + MRS S MILLER
Portglenone Free Presbyterian Church
Wednesday 21st March 2018, 8pm
Everyone Welcome
MISSION BOARD DETAILS
Office:
Mrs Glenda Graham,
3 Carrigenagh Road,
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE
T: 028 4176 5574
office@fpcmission.org

website: www.fpcmission.org

Chairman:
Rev Ian Harris,
23a Moneydaragh Road,
Annalong, BT34 4TY
T: 028 4376 8040
ian.harris@fpcmission.org

Secretary:
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street,
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T: 028 2766 2039
hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Treasurer:
Mr Alastair Hamilton,
T: 078 6061 6302
a.hamilton@fpcmission.org
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Dates for the Diary
March
11th-16th

May
Ballymoney,
Bible Conference
Time:

11th-16th

Sunday, 7.00pm
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev C Mercer

31st

14th-18th

Crossgar,
Foundations Conference
Time:

19th-23rd

11th

Sunday, 7.00pm
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev D Brown

18th

Time:
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speaker: Dr J Douglas
Theme: End-time Events in Matthew 24

June

Tullyvallen,
Bible Week

Rasharkin,
Easter Missionary Rally

1st-3rd

April

Time:

Sunday, 7.00pm
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Speaker: Rev R Higginson

Time:

Friday, 8.00pm

Rasharkin,
Gospel Mission

Time:
Mon - Fri, 8.00pm
Various Speakers

Lurgan,
Missionary Challenge
Time:
Friday, 8.00pm
Speakers: Revs I Harris, D Park,
T Nelson, Miss K Walker

Ballynahinch,
40th Anniversary Weekend
Time:

Time:
Saturday, 7.30pm
Speakers: Miss C Logan, Rev W McCrea

15th-29th Portglenone,
Gospel Mission

Lisburn,
Youth Praise Service

July
30th-3rd

Friday, 8.00pm
Saturday, 7.30pm
Sunday, 11.30am & 7.00pm
Speakers: Revs C Mercer, R McKee
T Murray, G Dane

United
Children’s Camp
Cost:
£130
Contact: Mission Board

