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The hymn writer expresses 
God’s truth in the words: ‘Thy 
works, not mine O Christ, 

speak gladness to this heart; they 
tell me all is done, they bid my fears 
depart.’ In the Gospel the emphasis 
is that Christ’s work is perfect and 
complete, and that our works cannot 
add to its merit and are not necessary 
for salvation.  Yet throughout the years 
this has provoked the question: If our 
salvation is by grace alone, secured by 
Christ’s finished work, then what is the 
place of good works in the Christian 
life?
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In the city of London there is a large 
warehouse that belongs to the London Public 
Transport System. But everything found 
inside that building belongs to someone 
else – it’s the main storehouse for all the 
property left behind by people travelling on 
the trains and buses.   
 
There you will find thousands of lost keys, 
umbrellas, phones and handbags.  There 
are some very strange and unusual items 
as well, such as a large inflatable dinosaur, 
some wooden legs, various musical 
instruments and a stringed puppet!   In 
Luke 15 there is another “Lost Property 
Department”.

Firstly, there was a lost sheep.  This sheep 
didn’t come back down to the fold after 
grazing in the meadow.  It went the wrong 
way and headed out into the mountains.  
Now although sheep are foolish animals, 
I’m sure this one had a sense of its lost 
condition.  Yet being unable to get back to 
the safety of the fold it simply wandered 
further and further away.  Maybe, that’s 
how it is with you. Lost in sin, each day 
takes you further away from God.  

Then there was the lost silver.  It had been lost 
somewhere in the house, but, being a coin, it 
had no sense of its loss.  So there it lay in the 
dirt, untroubled and unconcerned with regards 
to its whereabouts.  Perhaps this coin is a 
picture of you.  You are totally unmoved about 
the fact that you are lost in the filth and dirt 
of sin.  Notice also that this coin was lost in 
a place normally associated with safety, that 
being the home.  This reminds me that just 
because a person comes from a Christian home 
or goes to a good church, two very safe places, 
still they can be just as lost in their sins.  

Lastly, there was the lost son.  Through 
his own foolishness he found himself 
lost and undone in a far away land, with 
the memories of a better life and a loving 
father to add to his sorrows.  Those loving 
memories drew him back home, where he 
was immediately forgiven and restored.  
What a wonderful picture this is of the 
sinner coming to God the Father and being 
forgiven.  A success story!  In fact all three 
were success stories because all three things 
were found. What about you?  Is your life 
a success story?  Have you been found and 
rescued from your lost sinful condition yet?    
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Quiz: Carefully follow the lines down below.  
Which one will lead the lost son back to his father?

Answer:

The Bible teaches that no sinner can be 
saved due to his best efforts at pleasing 
God.  We are saved ‘not of works’ lest 
any of us would be tempted to boast. 
(See Ephesians 2:8+9, Romans 3:30)  
The very best of our good deeds are 
tainted with imperfections in motive, 
effort and performance.  
Our works cannot undo 
the guilt of sin any more 
than a murderer could 
hope to have his sentence 
quashed because he cleared 
the town of litter for no 
payment!  Good works do 
not contribute merit unto 
our salvation.  

Yet the Word states that all who are 
saved produce good works.  God has 
created His redeemed unto good works 
(Ephesians 2:10). James’ words are 
searching: “Yea, a man may say, Thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I 
will shew thee my faith by my works.” 
(James 2:18) We have been considering 
conversion in recent issues.  Faith and 
repentance are always found together.  
Saving faith is shown to be real in a life 
of works, and repentance is a turning 

from evil works unto a life of good 
works.  Hence our works are considered 
in God’s final judgement (See Romans 
2:5-9, Revelation 20:12).  Our works 
don’t earn salvation but they do provide 
evidence of salvation.  

The redeemed love Christ 
by grace and out of love 
for Him, love to serve Him 
in worship and witness.  
They love the lost with the 
compassion of Christ and 
seek to win them to Christ.  
They love the saved as they 
see Christ formed in them.  
Thus by grace it is their 
delight to serve one another.  

Such service is a service for Christ.  The 
sheep are noted in judgement for their 
works.  Those works are as unto Christ: 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
The professing Christian who does not 
love to serve others has a deficiency 
in his love to Christ and may well not 
know saving faith in Christ.  Don’t rest 
in spiritual selfishness, deceived by the 
false doctrine that says works don’t 
really matter.

The Lost Property Department
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“For the Son of 
man is come to seek 

and to save that 
which was lost.”

Luke 19:10 
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From the Old to the Young

Those that receive the righteousness of Christ are also sanctified by Him…’Whoever 
is in Christ is a new creature.’  So that obedience is not the condition of justification 
but the evidence… Faith justifieth and obedience approveth…

- Thomas Manton, The Epistle of James, comments on 2:24
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