Boye and girle, it will coon be my
birthday, with, hopefully, lote of
cake and giftel In Matthew 2:1-12
you will read of some rather ctrange
gifte pregented to a little boy to
mark hig birth: gold, frankincence
and myrrh. The wige men brought
them to the Lord Jegug Chrict.

I uged to think that for men
cupposed to be “wige”, thege gifte
were not only strange but ctupid.
Qurely it would have been much
wiger to bring a blanket, scome
clothes or even a toy for thig little
child - not gold, frankincence

and myrrh. However, | have cince
diccovered come of the reagoning
behind the gifte and the wiedom
acgociated with them.

Gold: In Bible timeg gold wag

the ctuff of kingg. From the Old
Tectament the wige men would have
known that thie child wag of royal
lineage. a king. not just any king.
the King of kinge. (Rev. 19:16)

Frankincenge: It wag a sweet
smelling perfume that filled the air
and lingered for a very long time, a
little reminder of what the Qaviour
wag really like. He wag sweet and
gentle. Hig pregence filled the air.
Everywhere people thronged to

gee him, hear him and be in hig
company (Qong of Solomon 2:14).

Myrrh: Thie wag an ointment uged
in ancient timeg by the Egyptiane
to anoint the dead. What a ctrange
gift to bring to the home of a
young boy! Neverthelegg, thic too
wag a very wige gift for it remindg
ug that the Caviour came to die
for ug on the crogs of Calvary.
(Romang 5:8)

Boyg and girlg, it would ceem that
the wige men really did bring the
begt giftel The thinge they brought
chow that they really knew and
loved the Qaviour. Do you know
and love him too?

Quiz:

The Bible ic full of stories about people and gifte. Using the references
given, fill in the grid below with all the presents that people gave to
othere. Then take each of the lettere from the highlighted equarec and
rearrange them to cpell out the greatest gift of all.

John 6v 9
Clue: there were five of thece.

1 Camuel 17 v 18
Clue: there were ten of these.

Genecic 24 v 53
Clue: ac well ag jewels of silver and gold.

Genegic 43 v 11
Clue: a cticky sweet subgtance.

1 Gamuel 17 v 17
Clue: coundze like “born”.

Ancweor:

ii Compiled by
Robert McConnell

“...they saw the
young child with Mary
hic mother, and fell
s down, and worghipped
him...”
Matthew 2:11

PRIZEC!

Are you 12 or under? Cend your an wer,
name, addresg and church to:

Rev. Ctephen Pollock

Email: anewer@fpvigion.org

15 Fernagreevagh Road, Loughgall,
Armagh, BT61 8PN

£5 WINNERC LACT TIME:

» Joy Alexander » Anna Tingley

(Omagh) (Portadown)

» Lydia Logan » Rhoda Laverty
(Ballymena) (Portglenone)

» Kylie McKeown  » Matthew Bunting
(Aughnacloy) (Stranraer)

» Thomag Condell  » Luke McAuley
(Coleraine) (Ballymoney)

EVEN IF YOU DIDN'T WIN THIC TIME, PLEACE
KEEP TRYING - MAYBE NEXT TIME!




